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The last day fighter: F-86H Hog Sabre in 1:72

By Mike Burton

While the F-86 is best remembered for the exploits of the F-
86A, F-86E, and F-86F in the Korean War, there were several
other spectacular species of Sabre that soldiered on into the
1980s. When the last “Hog” Sabre was dispatched as a drone,
the last chapter closed on the story of the F-86 Sabre in U.S. Air
Force use.

The F-86H “Hog” (like the D model, which had nickname
“Dog”) Sabre
was really
meant tobethe
ultimate F-86,
made to an-
swer all prior
complaints
about the ear-
lier Sabres.
Since it had a
larger engine
(the GE J73 in

the MiG-15. If the F-86H was a Hog the portly MiG-15 was a
pigbecause it was too fat to penetrate the sound barrier. Inany
case, 473 -H Sabres were delivered, and they even saw front
line service in the USAF (albeit briefly) into the 1960s. The
USAF flew F-86Hs during the Berlin crisis in 1961 from bases
in France, where they were deployed until 1962. Most -H
models were employed by the Air National Guard, but even
when they were superseded they were still not done serving
2 their country.

The Hog Sa-
bres were last
employed by
the U.S. Navy
asdrones and
MiG simula-
tors. They
were very
successful at
this, appar-
ently, as more

place of the than one
J47),the F-86H | Navy F-4 was
Sabre got the “killed” by an
unmistakable == adversary
“Hog" look, as DR e v A : -t o e = = 4| Hog!

the fuselage A deeper fuselage, I-style canopy and, in most cases, four-cannon armament were themost [ ookin g
was deepened visible differences between the F-86H and earlier Sabre models. very cool in

by six inches. The F-86H had a clamshell canopy as did the
Dog Sabres, unlike the sliding canopy of all the other day
fighter F-86s. The wings started out as the “6-3” fenced types
but eventually the Hogs ended up with the later “F-40” (as in
F-86F series 40) wings that were slightly larger and longer.

Another important F-86H feature was the use of four M39
20mm cannons in the nose replacing the six .50 caliber ma-
chine guns.

The LABS (Low Altitude Bombing System) was fitted to the
Hog to provide the means to single-engine atomic bombers.
This system was for “toss bombing” small (and in case of B-
47, not so small) nuclear weapons so that pilots could deliver
weapons from low altitude and escape the blast. As the bomb
arced its way to the target, the pilot would hit the deck and go
to afterburner to speed out of harm'’s way.

While the design update was intended to make the Sabre
supersonic in level flight, this was not to be. All F-86s could
go supersonic in a dive, which was something they had over

both natural metal and Southeast Asia colors, the F-86H was
the ultimate F-86 Sabre. It is a shame there is no easy way to
make a model of the F-86H in any scale to this date.

One of the few options is the conversion by Rarebits. Rarebits
was the line of conversion parts put out by Gordon Stevens of
Rareplanes fame. He had a YP-37 and a P-51H as well in this
line. But the H model F-86 has always appealed to me, as it is
sleek, purposeful and heavy-looking. Even in 1:72, it doesn’t
look like a normal open nose F-86 when you place them side
by side. Plus, you really rarely see them built.

I gathered the courage to finally tackle this kit after the
release of volume 58 in the Steve Ginter’s marvelous Naval
Fighters Series, titled NA QF-86E/F/H Sabre Full Scale Aerial
Targets. As the construction of this model went on, I came to
discover that author Duncan Curtis has a website devoted to
all things F-86, “Duncan’s F-86 Web Page,” which showed
many of the things I had already built were wrong. Be that as
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EDITOR’S BRIEY

Because each year our Christmas gift exchange goes well
into the evening, and since the event has in the past been a
pizza party, the executive board has decided that this year
we'llbe holding our annual wing-ding at the Straw Hat Pizza
on Saratoga and Moorpark in San Jose. There will be amap in
the next issue to guide you to this site. The folks at the pizza
parlor say we can stay until 12 midnight, which is much better
than the 9:45 mandatory departure time we have in Milpitas.
The rules for the gift exchange will appear next issue as well;
they are unchanged from last year, and should again make for
alively holiday celebration mixed with the occasional crying
toddler.

Last issue, the editor failed to reco gnize motorcycle maniac
Postoria Aguirre and tourists extroadinaire Laramie and
Keiko Wright for their attendance of OrangeCon. They were
there, all right! SVSM also had six representatives at the
Lancaster Contest on Nov. 2. Making the drive down were
Mike Burton, Mike Meek, Jim Priete, Robin Powell, Brad
Chun and the editor. A good time was had be many—the
contest was fun, and our party spent plenty of bar-time with
the crew from Phoenix, Arizona and selected locals. A few of
us—notably, Robin Powell, Mike Meek and the editor, won
awards. A full photo spread will come in next month’s issue.

In regional news, no one has bid for the Region 9 regional
yet for 2003. If no one bids before Dec. 31, the bid will be
awarded to SVSM as the hosts of what is traditionally the
largest contest in Region 9 anyway. In 2004, Fresno will host
the regional, and hopefully other clubs can step up and make
bids for their own regionals in coming years.

According to sources with the clubs of the region, this could
be a very busy contest year. Contests are rumored to be
coming in Redding, Fremont, Vallejo and Stockton in addi-
tion to the Santa Rosa, Reno, Fresno and SVSM events that we
have come to expect. Let’s hope for the best in 2003!

Finally, don’t forget that what was once out holiday model
drive now is a year-round function. That means that dona-
tions of models (or cash) is always needed. John Heck has
been sending models to the four Northern California Veter-
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ans Administration Hospital. This is a great way of showing
veterans that we care about them and respect their contribu-
tiontoour country.If youhaven’tmadea donation yet, we are

cominu up on the ideal season to start giving. Please join us in
brightening the future of a veteran.

Now, I'm off to paint a V-1. What were they thinking—
painting a disposable bomb? No wonder the Germans lost the
war!

—The Editor

CONTEST CALENDAR

November 2, 2002: The Antelope Valley Group
hosts Desert Classic VI and the Region 8
Regional at Antelope Valley College, 3041 W.
Avenue K in Lancaster, California. The theme is
“The Vietnam War, 1946-1975.” For more infor-
mation, call Bill Kelly at (661) 305-7902 or e-mail
him at virotate@prodigy.net. =~ :

November24,2002: The Southern Nevada Scale
Modelers host Modeltoberfest 2002 at the Im-
perial Palace Hotel and Casino, 3535 Las Vegas
Blvd. South, Las Vegas, Nevada. For more infor-
mation, call Larry Todd at (702) 397-6113.

‘February 16, 2003: Silicon Valley Scale Model-
ers presents its Tenth Annual Kickoff Classic
Model Contest at Napredak Hall, 770 Montague
Expressway, Milpitas, California. This year's
theme is “That '70s Contest.” For more informa-
tion, call Chris Bucholtz at (408) 723-3995.
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March 14-15: The 2003 SCHAMS California
Show, held at the Doubletree Hotel, 100 The City
Drive, in Orange, California. For more information,
see the website at www.schams.com.

May 30 and 31, 2003: IPMS/Las Vegas hosts its
annual contest atthe Imperial Palace Hotel and
Casino, 3535 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas,
Nevada. Formore information, call Jim Mitchell at
(702) 254-6386.

June 21, 2003; IPMS/Ontario (formerly IPMS/
Chino) plans to hold a contest. More details as
they become available.,,

April 24, 2004: IPMS/Fresno Scale Modelers
host the Region 9 Convention and Contest, to
be held at the Fresno Air National Guard station
or, in the event of national defense conflicts, atan
alternate site. More details to be announced.




F-86: the plane that took Venezuela into the jet age

By Gabriel Lee
Nov. 24, 1955—The F-86F piloted by Lieutenant Colonel
Juan A. Delgado flew gracefully over the Venezuelan state of
Aragua. The skies were a deep blue, very common in areas
with little air pollution (but nearly impossible to see any-
where inthe world these

Numero 36 “Diablos” (36th Fighter Group “Devils”) as Grupo
Aereo de Caza Numero 36 “Jaguares” (36th Fighter Group

“Jaguars”).
The 36th Fighter Group was divided into 3 squadrons: A, B,
and C. Each squadron had 10 aircraft. The registration code
for the aircraft showed

days) and nearly cloud-
less.

He was like a knight
of old, clad in shinning
armor. This horse was
more like Pegasus and
the .50 caliber nose-
mounted machine guns
were more effective
than any sword, but the
feeling remained the
same. Justhow fastdoes

s

this horse gallop? AV F-86Fs wo bright and the Venezuelan national insignia, and little
else, when they first entered service in 1955.

Lt.Col. Delgado
placed the F-86F in a shallow dive while pushing on his
throttle and did (without authorization) what had been done
for the first time in the skies of Southern California’s High
Desert (Oct. 14, 1947), but up to that point not done in
Venezuelan skies—he broke the sound barrier. The twin
booms heralded Venezuela’s entry into the jet age. Lt.Col.
Delgado would officially break the sound barrier again on
Venezuela’s Air Force day (Dec. 10) of that year. :

The F-86F was Venezuela’s first jet. It flew much faster than
Lt.Col. Delgado’s previous mount, the P-47D Thunderbolt.
Venezuela needed tojoin the jet age. Its sibling, neighbor and
oftenrival, Colombia, already had the Canadair version of the
F-86 Sabre and P-80 Shooting Star.

The purchase order from the Government of General Marcos
Perez Jimenez included 30 F-86Fs, DeHavilland Vampire FB
Mk 52s and FB Mk 53s, and BAC Canberras. The F-86F was
destined for the fighter role. The Vampires went into the
fighter-bomber role and the Canberra was a light bomber.
Counter insurgency bombing would still be handled by the B-
25] Mitchell. The Sabres would replace Grupo Aereo de Caza
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this: 1A36 was the first
aircraft of squadron A of
the 36th Fighter group.

Air Superiority Gray
had yet to be invented, so
the Venezuelan F-86Fs
was leftlargely unpainted
in polished aluminum,
just like the USAF Sabres.
As can be seen from the
photographs, there was
large variation on Ven-
ezuelan F-86F markings;
some had the “lipstick”
outline on the intake and others did not. Some had the
number and squadron markings while yet others showed
some evidence of what appears to be nose-art. The one thing
they did have in common was the flag displayed across the
middle of the plane’s tail.

In order to tell each other apart (to avoid blue-on-blue
shootings), the militaries of Venezuela, Colombia and Ecua-
dor had to subtly change their markings. At this point a short
lesson in Latin American history is in order. Venezuela,
Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia were all sister nations liber-
ated by Simon Bolivar. For a short period of time they were
also one nation. When the countries split apart to form their
own entities, Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador adopted
similar flags. Bolivar’s original battle flag had been a horizon-
tal tri-color of yellow, blue and red. The stripes were in equal
length and width. In the center were an arc of seven white
stars, signifying the seven original states of Venezuela. This
was adopted by Venezuela (since Bolivar was born there).
Colombia and Ecuador also wanted to honor Bolivar. They
adopted a horizontal tri-color also in yellow, blue and red.

S

Venezuela's 51 F-86Ks were built by Fiat and first served in the I.uﬂwa!fo. The first of these entered service in Venezuela in 1966.



However the Colombian and Ecuadorian
flags had a wider field of yellow and nar-
rower fields of blue and red. Except for the
shield in the Ecuadorian flag, it is identical to
the Colombian flag.

What does this have to do with the FAV F-
86Fs and fraticide? The rage in those days
was to paint the national emblem on the
surfaces of the tail. Obviously in a dogfight
F-86 variants with three-color emblems on
their tails would look too much alike. One
would bebetter off shooting first then asking
questions later. The Colombian Canadair F
CF-86 had the national flag painted on the
rudder itself. The Venezuelan tri-color
stretched from the leading edge to the trail-
ing edge of the tail, centered on the arc of
stars, approximately near the upper third of
the tail. *

OnJan. 1,1958, the roar of jet engines woke
up astartled (and somewhat hungover) city
of Caracas. Four F-86F pilots had decided that enough was
enough. They had joined up with pro-democracy military
leaders in a coup attempt against the dictatorship of General
Marcos Perez Jimenez. The F-86Fs came in and lined up for
strafing runs on the presidential palace in Caracas. Fifty
caliber bullets tore angry holes in the structure of the palace.
When they landed, all the pilots were promptly arrested and
imprisoned. The damage had been done and was deeper than
any machine-gun bullet—the autocratic rule of Perez Jimenez
started to teeter. People on the street started to talk and debate
among themselves about freedom. In the coming days, units
of the Venezuelan armed forces, starting with the FAV, re-
belled against Perez Jimenez’s dictatorship. By Jan. 23, 1958
the dictator could see that his time had come. News footage of
the day showed F-86Fs and DeHavilland Vampires flying very
aggressively and near to the ground. There is even a photo-

Six F-86Ks in formation.

The FAV painted their F-86Ks in an overall light gray color.
graph of these aircraft flying between the twin towers of what
is today Venezuela’s Supreme Court! The dictator climbed
aboard his presidential C-54 “Vaca Sagrada” (“Sacred Cow,”
the same name as President Roosevelt’s official aircraft) and
flew into exile in the Dominican Republic. From that point
until Feb. 4, 1992 and the first coup attempt by Lt.Col. Hugo
Chavez, the current president, Venezuela enjoyed peace and
democracy.

In 1965 Venezuela upgraded its fighter force. The FAV
purchased 24 Dornier- and Fiat-built F-86Ks and an equal
number of DeHavilland Venoms. The F-86Fs were relegated to
a different fighter group as their flyable numbers dwindled
and preference was given to the F-86K. Finally in 1970, due to
their age, the F-86Fs were grounded altogether. During the
early "70s, somehow or another a handful of F-86Ks from the
FAV ended up in the Honduran Air Force; to date no one has
been able to tell the whole

A Venezuelan F-86E gets airborne. Note the red 'lipstick’

paint job around the front of the intake.

story, which ought to be very
entertaining. Eventually the
FAV would buy VF-5s (Cana-
dian built F-5 Freedom Fight-
ers), Mirage IIIEVs, and OV-
10Vstoreplace the F-86s, Vam-
pires, Venoms, Canberras, and
B-25] Mitchells (even at that
late date being used as a
Counter Insurgency gun-
ship). Ordinarily, this would
havebeen theend of thestory,
but not this one.

In 1973 the Fuerza Aerea
Boliviana (FAB—Bolivian Air
Force) purchased the final
nine flyable F-86Fs. Out of the
nine, five crashed between
1973-1994. The crashes were
due to metal fatigue, difficul-
ties of getting airborne at high
altitudes (thin air), and ag-




gressive fighter maneuvers. In 1993
the FAB started to sell off its remain-
ing F-86Fs to American collectors.
Some came back to Texas (their place
of assembly) to become gate guards.
The last F-86F was sold in 1994, mak-
ing Bolivia the last country to oper-
ate the Sabre in frontline units. The
last memories of the Sabre have a
definite Latin-American flavor to
them.

The model used to depict the FAV
F-86F was a Heller 1:72 F-86F. The
model was a bit of a learning experi-
ence for the author- the author was
not so versed in the application of all
metal finishes. The model itself was
built out of the box. A decal sheet
from FCM was recruited for the ef-

fort. Theauthor had noticed that with
a little surgery and a couple other
decals from other sheets, the project
wasdoable. The FCM sheet was origi-
nally intended for the F-86K. How-
ever there weren’tany 1:72 F-86Ks in
any of the hobby shops the author
frequents. Also, there weren’t any
conversion kits for the F-86D into an
F-86K out there.

The course of action then was to
use the majority of decals on the E- - f
86F fuselage. The FAV and national
markings were easy enough, as were
the standard markings on the F-86.
What was more difficult was the
squadronmarking. Thankfully, the FAV did notadoptstrange
fonts for their markings, and an appropriate dry transfer
sheet was found.

About the metal finish, the less that is said the better.
Having read in FineScale Modeler about how to apply the
finishes, I proceeded to smooth out the surfaces of the model.
This was done easily with sand paper—not that this is not the
standard technique, but the Heller kit in question had about as
much surface detail as Saddam Hussein has a chance to win
the Nobel Peace Prize. In other words, nearly none. Then after
making sure that the surface was smooth, gloss white was
applied and allowed to dry. After checking the surface, Test-
ors Aluminum plate was applied.

Thelabel on thebottle said tobuff after the coat was dry. The
author had thought half an hour was enough and proceeded
to attempt to buff it with a cotton square- which left most of
itself stuck on the surface of the paint like a mammoth in the
La Brea Tar Pits. After muttering a few choice combinations
of verbs, nouns, adjectives (plus a few physical impossibilities
and questioning the genealogy of the person who wrote the
label on the bottle as an added bonus), the author proceeded
to sand off the top coat of the paint. This did not improve the
surface detail any, and so before re-sanding to smoothness, a
scribing tool was recruited into the effort to restore the nearly
imaginary panel lines that Heller had thoughtfully molded

amples were retired in 1993,
into the model.

After spraying aluminum plate (again) on the model and
waiting 24 hours this time, buffing was attempted. Buffing by
hand yielded no results. In desperation, a bore cleaning patch
was affixed to a polishing wheel on a Dremel Mighty Mite.
The tool was turned to low rpm and allowed to do its job. This
did buff the paint to polished brightness. The model was
sprayed once more with Testors gloss. The area around the
intake was painted insignia red (as the photos showed). The
machine gun panels were sprayed with Testors steel metalizer
to give it a different look from the rest of the aircraft. The
decals were then applied.

After that the model was glosscoted again. The standard
black ink treatment was applied (and excess wiped off in the
direction of airflow). The aircraft was gloss-coated once more
and the canopy mask carefully scored and removed. To give
itan additional weathering treatment, the model was left out
in the sun for an hour or two (this was in July).

The F-86F bravely served the FAV for many years. It was
one of the few aircraft in the FAV inventory that could claim
to have been used to defend Venezuelan democracy (along
with the F-16A in 1992 against Lieutenant Colonel Hugo
Chavez and his leftist followers) in battle. Historically the last
operational (not target drone) F-86 Sabre was an ex-FAV
aircraft. It was a Sabre of Latin flavor.



Fighting the
Croy fire
from the air

photos by Mike Meek

A CDF UH-1D Huey turns to make a pass (above) and
pulls out directly over our photographer (left) during
efforts to fight the Croy Fire last month near Giroy.
Mike Meeklives near the South County Airport,
where many of the air assets were staged to
combat the blaze.

The largest helicopter
employed against the fire
was this Siller Bros. S-64,

the civilian equivalent of
the CH-54 Tarhee.




The S-64 uses the large hose to deposit water directly to hot spots within the fire.

This S-58T is flown out of
San Jose Airport by ARIS
Helicopters. The S-58T is
a twin turbine conversion
of the UH-34 Choctaw.

Another unusual Siller Bros. aircraft
used to tame the fire was this
Sikorsky S-61.







