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Teeny tiny tank: the Vickers Mk. Vlin 1:72

By Kent McClure
At the outbreak of World War II, Great Britain organized
the British Expeditionary Force and dispatched it to France in
hopes of stopping the Nazijuggernaut. Elements of the Royal

Finally, in 1936 came the heaviest and the last of Vickers
light tanks, the Mk. VL.

The Mk. VI had four basic variants: the Mk VI, VIA, VIB and
VIC. Thefirst three versions were armed with a turret-mounted
Vickers .303-inch

Armored Corps
made up part of
that expeditionary
force, and it the
bulk of the armor
deployed to the
mainland were
variants of the
Vickers Mk. VI
light tank.

The Mk. VI light
tank was the lastin
a long line of light
tanks produced by
Vickers Armstrong
based on the
Carden-Loyd

tankettes of the
19205Fhis made

| water-cooled ma-
chine gun and a
Vickers 0.5-inch
heavy machine
gun in a side-by-
sidearrangement.
The Mk VIC was
upgunned to a
BESA 15mm
heavy machine
gun and a BESA
7.92mm in a simi-
lar arrangement.
The Mk VI fea-
tured an enlarged
Mk V turret in or-
der to accommo-
v| date a No. 7 wire-

perfectly good
sense since Vickers
had purchased the
Carden-Loyd concern in 1928. Vickers’ vision was to produce
a single design that would fulfill the needs of the armored
branch of the British Army and be commercially exportable.
The result was the two-man Vickers Mk. I in 1929.

The Mk. I set the pattern for all of Vickers’ pre-war light
tank designs: Horstmann coil spring suspension with twin
and singlebogies and one or two returnrollers, and an engine
mounted in the front right side of the chassis, with the
driver’s position occupying the left side.

In 1930, Vickers introduced the improved Mk. IA, which
featured a first for Vickers—a revolving turret. The following
year saw the Mk.II, which featured a Rolls Royce powerplant.
The Mk II was further modified to the Mk IIA in 1933, to be
closely followed by the Mk III in 1934.

Latein 1934 saw the introduction of the six-cylinder Mead-
ows-powered MkIV. One could almostbelieve that you were
looking at the auto industry, with new models appearing
nearly every year, for in 1935 the Mk V was introduced. This
departed from the previous designs by becoming Vickers
first three-man tank.

mckers MK. VIb under way during fighting in North
the invasion of Madagascar before passing to Home Guard units.

4 Jess set and a hex-
agonal cupola. It
was powered by a

six-cylinder, 88 horsepower water-cooled inline Meadows

engine. Top road speed was somewhere around 35 mph.

The Mk. VIA differed from the Mk VI by changing the
location of the return rollers, adopting an octagonal shaped
cupola, and having two cooling louvers on the radiator. The
Mk VIB featured a cylindrical cupola and a one-piece radiator
louver.

The Mk. VIC did away with the cupola altogether, replacing
it with a simple split hatch that opened to the front and back.
The Mk. VIC also replaced the Vickers guns with a 15mm
BESA heavy machine gun and a 7.92mm BESA machine gun.

As with all AFVs, the Mk. VI series had its pluses and
minuses. On its plus side, the Mk. VI was an easy to maintain,
reliable machine that exhibited good road speed. However,
wars are not often fought on roads, which revealed one of the
minuses to its design—an ineffective cross-country speed.
Another of its minuses was its light defensive armor, only
14mm at its maximum. :

The Mk VIalsohad a little quirk. It tended to “reverse steer.”
Continued on page 11
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EDITOR’S BRIEY

People keep asking the editor when our club roster will
come out. The answer is simple: when we have more than 22
members’ answers to our simple poll! Response for the roster
have been much less than overwhelming, so this will be our

final appeal to you. Provide the following information:
1. Name

2. Are you an IPMS/USA member

3. Your address

4. Your phone number

5. Your e-mail address

6. Other chapter affiliations, if any

7. Your modeling interests

8. A modeling tip, if you'd like to share

Y NEET g ~ ;
CONTEST CALENDAR
August 11, 2002: IPMS/Central Valley Scale
Modelers host their 14th Annual Scale Model
‘Show and Contest at the Holland Elementary
‘School Cafeteria. The theme is “WWII Pacific
;Theatre Operations 1941-1945.” For more infor-

mation, call Nick Bruno at (559) 229-3675 or Jlm
CaVIn at (659) 584-5796.

September7 2002: The IPMS/Reno ngh‘ Ro l:;
ers present their Third Annual Mode Ce Q‘;g

atthe Desert Heights Elementary School, 13948

Mt. Bismark in Reno, Nevada. The theme is “The
Century Series.” For more information, call Doug
Summers at (775) 747-5931 or e-mail him at
.rghpltd@aol com. st 2

epte mber 1 4 The Captam Michael ng Smlth
vergreen Aviation Institute, IPMS/Portland
‘and IPMS/Salem present their Fifth Annual
‘Model Contest and IPMS Region 7 Conven-
tion at the Evergreen Aviation Museum,

‘McMinnville, Oregon. For more information, call
Tony Roberts at (503) 282-2790 or e-mail him
: 't roundelroberts@msn.com.

‘iOctober 13, 2002 IPMS/Orange County hosts
its annual OrangeCon in Buena Park, California.
For information, call Nat Richards at (949) 631-
7142 or e-mail him at richa5011@aol.com.

November 2, 2002: The Antelope Valley Group
hosts Desert Classic VI and the Region 8
Regional at Antelope Valley College, 3041 W.
Avenue K in Lancaster, California. The theme is
“The Vietnam War, 1946-1975.” For more infor-
mation, call Bill Kelly at (661) 305-7902 or e- mall
him at virotate @ prodigy.net.

9. A bit of useless trivia about yourself

Send this information (or the answers to as many of the
questions as you'd like to answer) to the editor, either by mail
orby e-mail, at the address on the back of the newsletter. If we
donot getanswers from at least half of the membership, it will
be determined that there really isn’t any demand for a club
roster and we'll shelf the whole project.

In other news, several SVSM made it to one contest this
month, and several made it to two. SVSM was present in force
at IPMS/Santa Rosa’s contest, which was very well run and
a model of organization. The site in Sebastopol was large,
well-lit and easy to find if you had your flyer and map, which
the IPMS/Santa Rosa club provided and which we published
in the last Styrene Sheet.

The other contest of note was the last show to be held at the
Planes of Fame Museum in Chino, California. A contingent
went down and competed, with Robin Powell, Jim Priete and
Roy Sutherland picking up awards. The reasons for this show
being the last at the museum seemed as varied as the people
you asked, but the most often heard reason was that the
museum was going to start charging an inordinate amount
for meeting space. In all, it sounds like a breakdown in
communication took place that has knocked Planes of Fame,
one of the most interesting places to hold a contest, off the
model contest calendar.

Finally, at the meeting on Friday the editor will have three
petitions for changes to the IPMS/USA constitution and by-
laws that he would like to see signed by the IPMS/USA
members in our club. The first is a no-brainer: it officially
makes the Judges’ Grand Award at the nationals the George
Lee Award. The other two are more arcane: they create anew
class of membership, the Cottage Industry Member, which
applies to people with small hobby businesses. Currently,
there is a class of membership called “Trade Membership,”
which applies to people “identified with the modeling trade.”
The original idea of this was to keep someone like the CEO of
Testors from becoming IPMS president. Now, it keeps people
who work in hobby shops, who write articles on modeling for
pay, or who run small hobby-related companies from holding
national office orbeing a Regional Coordinator. These parts of
the constitution are routinely ignored, but someday someone
will employ these vaguely-worded sections to attack an of-
ficer. Worse yet, many who would run for office don’tbecause
of the Trade Membership rules.

The proposals on the petition call for the creation of a
Cottage Industry Membership and the extension of all rights
to Cottage Industry Members. The signatures will help get the
proposal onaballotat the national level so the entire member-
ship will be able to vote for it.

The IPMS/USA e-board has created its own proposal, in a
clear case of closing the barn door after the horse has gotten
out. It would eliminate the Trade Membership altogether. In
reality, it will probably also confuse the electorate and be seen
as an attempt to seem as if they are driving policy. Advice:
when the time comes, vote for ALL the proposals, then watch
IPMS/USA try to reconcile them. We can make IPMS/USA
better, but only if we members take charge from certain folks.

—The Editor



This June, you are cordially invited to

&

Any model named for a dog (F-86D Sabre Dog, M41

Walker Bulldog, Sopwith Pup) or a cat (FAF Wildcat,

SUKfz 234/2 Puma, H.M.S. Leopard) qualifies.
Leash laws will be waived for this contest!

At the June Meeting




Detailing Dynavector’s 1:48 two-seat Sea Hornet

By Robin Powell
The Dynavector Sea Hornet kit closely follows the original
Hornet release in the layout of the parts and the construction.
While the first kit was tooled as an F.3, conversion parts are
included to make an F.1. The Sea Hornet kit is tooled as the two
seat FAW.22 while in-

The kit instructions include some useful tips such as drop-
ping stiffening spars into the fuselage and laying extra straps
spanwise inside the wing halves. These are great for beefing
up the basic structure and are practices which I have since
implemented on other vacforms with equal success.
Closing up the fuselage,

cluding conversion
parts to build the
single-seatversions. In-
stead of the alternative
tail group provided in
the first kit for the F.1,
alternative parts are
included to make the
single-seat Sea Hornet
F.20, these being the
short nose and the un-
faired exhaust stacks. I
elected to build this kit
as the two-seater.
Two stout sheets of
plastic carry the main

1 found no misalignment
of panel lines across the

- | join and, after bonding
5 - | them with a bead of
. | Tenax,Icleaned the panel
| lines across the join by
pushing a P-Cutter along
them.

Preparation of the en-
gine nacelles is simpler
than on the single-seat-
ers, asno holesneed tobe
cut for the exhaust stacks,
the baffled night-fighter
stacks mounting on the
outside of each nacelle.

parts. Thesedisplay the
fine and delicate sur-
face detail for which
Dynavector has rightfully become well-known. The scribed
detail on the engine nacelle mouldings is particularly note-
worthy. Initial parts preparation is, as usual with this manu-
facturer, straightforward and rapid. All the cutting points are
clearly marked and can be trusted to result in a seamless fit.
A couple of hours is all this task requires.

I know of some who question the accuracy of the internal
fittings included, and for those I offer some scrap styrene. I
used the metal and plastic cockpit and observer station parts
and found both offices
nicely filled. Only seat
beltharnesses from the
spares box were re-
quired. I used sections
of cushions froma Coo-
per Details Spitfire seat |
along with the associ-
ated etched belts to
dress mine up. I
painted the interior in
a dark grey and then
gavethedetailsablack
wash to pop out some §
depth before high-
lighting the various §
knobs and switches
with white and pale
grey.

Tused the kit’s white
metal instrument panel, painting the dials black and then
using a needle to scribe faces onto each instrument. I then
filled them with Humbrol Clearfix. I find this to be quite
effective in bringing metal instrument panels to life.

Fleet Air Arm.

A Sea Hornet NF.21 in flight. A total of 78 of these aircraft were delivered to the

Robin’'s Sea Hornet after being cut from the carrier. Dynavector's engineering makes
this much easier than the typical vacuform kit.

Theexhaustsaremadeby
fitting a gill-like metal
casting in position and
then trimming out a vacformed shroud to fitover the top. This
does allow for the open intake at the front of the shroud and
convincing openings at the lower rear, though the original
spent gas exited through slots in the shroud. This effect canbe
represented by blending the crests of each metal gill into the
shroud where it touches by using a drop of thick superglue
and filing it flush once it has set.

I followed the recommendations in fitting the engine na-
celles to the lower wing before joining the upper and lower
wings together. Ason the
Hornet kit, this results in
a joint requiring no fill-
ing and ensures the cor-
rect curve to the lower
wing surface. It does,
however, make the fit-
ting of a forward wall to
the wheel well trickier.
Thekitincludesnomoul-
ded parts for this, so if
you are one who enjoys
staring into wheel wells,
this job is up to you.

The only difficulty 1
found on the Hornet kit
was the fit of the metal
radiators and the wing
leading edge root at the
fuselage. Thenew kit has
received some re-tooling in this area and now the kit radiators
fitjust fine. After test fitting everything, I glued the tops onto
the wings before cutting open the radiator intakes. Cutting
them out to the moulded lines gave the characteristic eyebrow



Dark Sea Gray-over-Sky scheme.

dihedral look to the openings and I then fitted the radiator
fronts through the inboard ends, taking care not to spread the
upper and lower halves apart. The wing thickness now
matched the moulded ledge on the fuselage sides. I used a
simplejig to hold the wingtips at the right height off the bench
and ran Tenax into thejoint. A little Gunze Sangyo Mr. Surfacer
was all I needed to remove signs of this joint.

The tailplanes required me to cut, sand, glue, align and add
a little filler to blend them into the fuse-
lage. Three points on the model need
sharpening up, these being the sharp
upper corners on both the nacelle rears
where they blend into the upper wing
trailing edge surface and where the rear
fuselage does a similar act with the tail- |
plane. The instructions recommend glu-
ing solid plastic to the corners and then
blending, but I preferred to lay abead of §
thick superglue along the corners and
dress this to shape. I find that the job is
made easier by the hardness of the cured
superglue anditis easy toadd moreifthe
first application proves insufficient. It
also allows any required filling of the
rest of these joints to be carried out at the
same time.

Having trimmed the clear parts out (a
spare set is included), I fixed them in
place with 5-minute epoxy. Allowing a
bead of this to “squidge” slightly allows
the glue to fill any imperfection in the
join and the excess is easily trimmed
flush once dry using a curved scalpel.
Thisis particularly important on the rear
observer’s blister where there is little in
the way of framing to add to hide the
seam later.

The first produio

I'was ready for some paint. Not many Navy’s standard carrier

Robin’s model just after painting. Careful masking was required to duplicate the FAA Extra

-21in its original aluminum lacquer finish. The Sea mot soyal
-based night fighter until 1954.

days had passed since I started cutting
plastic. This kit isjust like the Hornet kit in
thatbuildingitis almost ridiculously easy
and I was again surprised how soonIwas
reaching for the airbrush. I masked off
the canopies with Bare-Metal foil and gave
the model a light coat of Halfords primer.
A few points needed a quick touch up
before Iapplied a coat of Sky. I decided to
try Tamiya paint on thismodel. The Tamiya
colours are way off, their Sky being no
exception, but it sprays beautifully and it
allows washes with enamels later with-
out much fear of damaging the main
colour coat. Imixed and mixed untilThad
some paint that seemed to match my
Xtracolor stocks, and gave the model two
good coats. I then did the same with the
Extra Dark Sea Grey, using automotive
plastic masking tape to mark the razor
sharp demarcation lines.

After removing the masking I found
some areas over the engine exhaust where the masking was
not quite straight and Ihad suffered alittle bleed-under. After
some more masking and more Sky, it looked good. This kind
of touch up is easily done with Tamiya paint because of the
speed of drying and the thinness and opacity of each coat.

After allowing a day for the paint to dry good and hard, I
washed the panel lines with charcoal enamel. As the panel
lines are so cleanly executed on this kit, a light wash is all that




is required for the
model to develop
real shape. The exer-
cise of rubbing off the
excess actually bur-
nished the Tamiya
paint to a satin finish
so that only a light
coat of Future was
needed togiveagood
decal ready surface.

The kit decals are
great. Printed by Fan-
tasy Printshop, they
once again proved
that very thin decals
can give you an
opaque white. The
big D-type roundels
positively glowed on
the dark grey main-
planes. The serials

and squadron mark-
ings were all pin-
sharp and every-
thing was in good
register. The kit provides one option for the FAW.22 and two
for F.20s. Having removed the canopy masking, I added
windscreen framing from pre-painted decal strip.

The undercarriage parts are identical to those in the Hornet
kit and look just as good in this one. However, I did jig the
assembled main legs with more of a forward rake by adding
plastic stock to the rear uprights to more closely match the
stance of the real thing. The tailwheel is okay, but does lack the
anti-shimmy tyre shape.

The A-frame arrestor hook is a metal casting which fits

Finished and resting on the "tarmac" in Robin's backyard, the Dynavector Sea Hornet captures the graceful lines
of the original. Sadly, no Sea Hornets survive today.
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externally on the lower fuselage. I added a pitot tube from
brass wire fitted in a drilled hole. The propeller blades,
spinners and backplates are again the same as the Hornet kit,
cleverly handed to avoid mixing the parts of the counter
rotating assemblies. The kit decal sheet provides stencils for
the blades but I saw no sign of them in my pictures of the
original so I left these off.

My references seem to show Sea Hornets in a very flat finish,
so after re-masking the clear parts I gave the model a coat of
Humbrol Matt Kote, after which I sprayed fine lines of Satin

- § V‘_i’. g
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panel line wash.
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The well-done decals and the rear of the nacelle are shown off in this shot. Also apparentis Robin’s subtle

Kote over the panel lines on the
wing and wing fold areas. This
gives an extra depth effect with-
§ outactually changing the colour.
8 A little weathering and the
i model was complete.

This really is an easy build.
There is nothing complex to do
to make a fine replica of this
wonderful aeroplane and you
can spend all your time adding
detail rather than fixing fits and
joints. A series of these models
can be made as easily as, say, a
series of Hasegawa Phantoms. 1
® intend to add a Hornet F.1and a
d prototype Sea Hornet F.20 to the
two Inow have built. These kits
g really are vacforms that build
fl themselves without fuss or
| drama, resulting in delicate,
{ detailed and accurate models.
My thanks go to Dynavector for
supplying this very fine kit.






