Special 2004 IPMS /USA Nationals Issue

WWW.SVSM.org

July 2004

%‘Emooﬁ\'& Vol. 38, No. 4
Modeling the RB-51
By Mike Meek

Many different configurations for successtul unlimited air
racers have been tried, some were successful, some failed.
The Gritfon powered Red Baron was truly spectacular. It was
so different from a stock Mustang that it was redesignated
the RB-51.

There was something about those counter-rotating pro-
pellers that was

Red Baron air racer

First was the 1 /72 scale Red Baron model by High Planes that
were the source for the decals. Then, I was fortunate to find a
tellow club member who bumped the decals up to 1/48 scale
and printed them on his Alps printer. For reference mate-
rial I used three different sets of drawings from Repla-Tech,
Taichiro Yamashita and Racing Plane Data. Of course, I used
some pictures as well from Air Classics, and a beautiful color

shot taken from

just totally cool.
Nicknamed “mix
master” and
“baloney slicer,”
those prop blades

really thrash.
The sound of the
Griffon  engine

was also differ-
ent than that of a
Merlin. In 1979,
my girlfriend Di-
anne and I went
down to Chino
for their air show.
We met up with
a gentleman who

above in a Koko-
Fan Special on
air racing. The
Raceplane Tech
series, “Grit-
fon-Powered
Mustangs” was
also put to great
use. For first-
hand informa-
tion I turned to
my friend Tony
Corbo, whose
aircraft refinish-
ing shop painted
many of the rac-
ers to come out

was displaying of Chino in the
his A-26K. We 70’s and 80’s, in-
got to go behind cluding the Red
the ropes and The Griffon engine powered Red Baron started life as a plain old P-51. After it’s dramatic p..on.
I it look modification into an airplane so different from the original, it was given the new designation T o
g0 r_o 00X of “RB-51” (RB for “Red Baron”). Mike’s 1/48 scale model similarly began life as a plain old QI¥lLyied sV af’
the RB-51 over. Tamiya P-51 Mustang. the donor kit
That’s when I got for this build.

a photograph of Steve Hinton taxiing the Red Baron. It was
also the only time I saw the Red Baron fly since it was de-
stroyed that September at the Reno Air Races. Though badly
hurt, Hinton would recover to race and win again. Dianne
had a great time as she got a ride in the Invader to Majove.
She wasn’t to impressed with the oil leaks and that some of
the instruments were literally on the floor!

Two things happened that allowed me to do this project.

Starting with the fuselage, I got rid of all the cockpit detail
on the inside and glued the halves together. Using the kits
panel lines as a guide, I cut out the cockpit section. I used
basswood to carve patterns for a replacement piece as well as
the canopy /turtledeck section which I vac-u-formed on my
trusty Mattel machine. True Details supplied the cockpit, but
I replaced the seat with an Ultra Cast part. After fitting the

Continued on page 8
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EDITOR’S BRIEF

Welcome to the Official 2004 IPMS/USA Nationals Spe-
cial Edition of the SVSM Styrene Sheet, or O2K4IPMSUSA-
SESVSMSS for short. All other 2K4IPMSUSASESVSMSSs are
bootlegs. To make our club seem larger and more intimidating
than it really is, much the way a bullfrog will blow air into its
throat and arch its back, we have added four more pages of
creamy modeling goodness to this issue for all the fine folks
who are reading this at Nationals. It actually feels heavier in
your hands, doesn’t it?

Why am I able to have so much spine tingling content
in a single issue? Simple. Over the past few months I have
received a steady flow of articles for the Styrene Sheet and new
submissions continue to arrive in my e-mail. Having so many
great articles on hand really makes producing the Styreie Sheet
much easier.

While not having to beg for last minute content is great,
it can cause delays in publishing some of your articles. Rest
assured this has nothmg to do with the quahtv of your writing.
I tend to include the articles in the order they are received, but
it I already have an airplane story I will try to also include
an armor or automotive story that may be more recent. Also,
it I need to fill only a couple of pages, I will find something
short.

A couple of you have requested information on how to
submit an article to the Styrene Sheet. The correct answer is
— any way you like! This newsletter depends entirely on the
generosity of those who choose to contribute. Writing an
article is a lot of work. For some, writing is second nature and
possibly enjoyable; but for most of us, I suspect, it’s a bit more
painful. In light of the time and effort involved, any format for
submissions is welcome and appreciated. E-mailed, typed or
handwritten stories all work. Whatever is easiest for you.

That said, however, there is a hierarchy of preferred formats
for article submission. Ideally, the text should be e-mailed to
me in an attachment or pasted straight into the e-mail body.
A file delivered on a floppy or CD works just as well. If for
some reason you do your writing on something other than a
computer, maybe on some sort of diesel powered typewriter
thingy or something, a printed or typed copy of the text will
work also. If you are only able to give me a handwritten copy of
your treatise, don’t be s hy, Twill have my secretarial pool (me)
whip it into shape. If I have a hard time reading something, I
will just make it up or, perhaps, call you.

Photographs are slightly difterent — size matters. Graphical
elements, including line drawings and photos, work best when
they meet certain specs. Specitically, for the file to be print
ready, it must be a digital image with a resolution of height x
width x 300 pixels per inch. This means that if the image were
to be 4 inches by 3 inches, the file size would then be 1200 by
900 pixels. The easiest way to meet these specs is to hand the
image to me. I will make sure it gets the proper treatment. I will
then return it to you, perhaps without dog-eared corners and
coffee cup stains. For those of you who have digital cameras or
the ability to scan your images, please send me the raw images
if you can. Neither of us knows how the image will be used
in the newsletter so an unaltered uncropped image would be
best. I can accept large file sized via e-mail but if you have a
problem sending the files, you can burn them to a CD.

If for some strange reason you have a vector image you
want to include, send it to me as vector without rastarizing.
This will allow me to choose the size to be displayed in the
Styrene Sheet and the file size will be much smaller.

If you have a model and no way to photograph it, please
call or e-mail me and we can arrange a time and place for me
to photograph it. Ideally, I can bring my photo junk to the next
SVSM meeting.

When possible, it is nice to include an image of the
inspiration for your model. Say, if you do some sort of silly
cannon armed \Iosqmto, for instance (insane, I know), to have
a photo or two of the actual aircraft is a plus.

With all submissions, please make sure I have your e-mail
or phone number so I can reach you should I need to.

After all this blathering, I have to say that everything I have
received so far has been great. I have no complaints about the
articles that you all have submitted. This information is for
those of you who care to know the details. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to call me. My goal is to make writing
articles for the newsletter as easy as possible.

On an wunrelated but more important subject, our
president, Chris Bucholtz married Elizabeth Driver on June
19. Congratulations to Chris and Elizabeth. Because of the
Presidential Nuptials, neither Chris nor I were able to attend
the last SVSM meeting, so I would like to thank Jim Priete for
“volunteering” to take the minutes at last month’s meeting.

-The Editor

STYRENE SHEET

Fabubous Color!

Go to www.svsm.org to download the June color newsletter.

The

is now on line.
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August 4 - 7, 2004

Phoenix, Arizona
Civic Plaza Convention Center

IPMS/USA Model Contest
40,000 sq. ft. Vendor Room
Judges’ Clinic
Modeling Seminars
Display-Only Tables
Chapter Displays
Spouses’ Lounge
Family Activities

Hyatt Regency Hotel
122 North Second Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

1-800-633-7313
(Mention “IPMS Convention”
to get our $89 rate!)

Contest Special Theme Categories
* "Grand Canyon State” award for best Arizona-related subject
* “"Pat Fowler” award for best Cold War (1945-1989) subject
*  “Dry Heat” award for best rust/oxidized finish
* “Checkered Flag” award for best real racing vehicle

Tours
* Davis Monthan AFB aircraft storage facility and Pima Air & Space Museum in Tucson
Penske Racing Museum & Grand Touring Cars Museum
Luke AFB & Arizona Wing of the Commemorative Air Force
Hall of Flame fire fighting equipment museum
Arizona Military Museum
Sedona Red Rocks tour for spouses and guests

Get Ready for a Hot Time in Arizona!!!

Hosted by IPMS/Craig Hewitt (Phoenix) and IPMS/Tucson
For More Information:
www.ipms2004.org

Dick Christ, Convention Chair
480-983-7131, info@ipms2004.org

Kevin Henthorn, Vendor Coordinator
480-396-8738, vendors@ipms2004.org

PHOENIX

IPMS 2004 National Convention 2004
P.O. Box 27981

Tempe, AZ 85285-7981




Mosquito FB.Mk. XVIII “Tsetse” in

By Chris Bucholtz

The story of the deHavilland Mosquito is well-known, but
the story of the weapon thatled to the Mosquito FB. Mk. XVIII
is not so familiar. In 1941, in order to meet a perceived need
for a rapid-reaction vehicle-mounted anti-tank gun, British
armaments engineers stumbled across the idea of fitting
the 6-pounder 7cwt anti-tank weapon with an autoloading
mechanism. This would be mounted in a fast, armored tank
destroyer. The Molins Machinery Company (previously
mainly noted for making cigarette manufacturing machinery)
designed and produced an autoloading mechanism; but by
the time it was ready for testing the 6-pounder was no longer
powerful enough to defeat the heaviest German tank (the
new Tiger), so the British Army dropped its requirement.

1/72

the autoloader consisted of 21 rounds, plus two additional
rounds in the feedway. The rounds were fed by a combination
of gravity and a spring-loaded arm and the four racks were
moved into place in turn by an electric motor. The gun
normally used the plain armor-piercing shot and had a high
muzzle velocity of 2,920 feet per second.

By the time the Mosquito FB Mk XVIII, popularly known
as the “Tsetse,” had been developed, the RAF had lost interest
in the anti-tank gun role, but Coastal Command eagerly
accepted the aircraft.

Against U-boat hulls, it was calculated that the Molins gun
would be able to penetrate when striking at an angle of 45 de-
grees or more at a range of about 1,400 meters, even through
60 centimeters of water. The gun/aircratt combination was

Despite this
setback, the Mo-
lins gun was ad-
opted by the Royal
Navy and was fit-
ted to many mo-
tor torpedo boats
(MTBs) in the
power-operated
Mark VII mount-
ing. In this form
it used the shorter
43-caliber Dbarrel
of the Mk. 2 anti-
tank gun and had
a feed capacity of
six rounds in the
autoloader, plus
one in the breech
and another 12 in
a ready-use rack
on the mounting.

extremely  accu-
rate, achieving a
hit rate in train-
ing of 33 percent
against tank-sized
targets, compared
with 5 percent for
rocket projectiles.

The Molins
gun in the Mos-
quito FB Mk XVIII
was tested in the
United States
in 1945 against
the nearest U.S.
equivalent,  the
manually-loaded
75mm  AN-Mk.
5 in the PBJ-1H
Mitchell. This
comparison made
sense because the

The gun was a
semi-automatic;
the gunner had to
press the trigger for each shot. It was probably the most pow-
erful gun fitted to naval craft of this class and was regarded
as very successtul. Nearly 600 of these guns were made.

An additional 10 LCS(L)-2 was fitted with the Army’s
manually loaded Mk. 5 gun in a Valentine tank turret, and
these were used to provide close-in guntire support for
amphibious landings.

It wasn’t long betore the Royal Air Force began looking at
the versatile Molins gun for use as an airborne tank-busting
weapon system to replace the 40mm-equipped Hurricane IID.
The Molins replaced the four 20mm cannon below the nose
of the Mosquito in a mounting that extended into the front of
the bomb bay. This version of the weapon was known as the
QF 6-pounder Class M Mk. I with Auto Loader Mk. III, and
was based on the long-barreled 50-caliber gun.

The gun weighed 1,072 pounds (1,397 pounds with the
autoloader) and was fully automatic with a rate of fire of
about 55 rounds per minute. The ammunition supply in

the role of sub-busting.
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First adopted by the Royal Navy, the long barrelled 50-caliber Molins gun was added
to the Mosquito airframe as an anti-tank gun but Costal Command used the Tsetse in

two weapons fired
shells of about the
same weight, and
the 6-pounder and 75mm tank guns were all but interchange-
able in the later British tanks.

The Molins gun impressed the Americans with its
performance and reliability and was considered superior
to the 75mm gun because of its much higher rate of fire.
The researchers recommended that the Molins autoloader
could be considered not just for conventional guns but also
for recoilless weapons and spin-stabilized rockets, but the
end of the war also meant the end of the line for the Molins
equipment in automatic cannon.

However, the Mosquito Mk. XVIII had a career that was
eventful in proportions that dwarfed its numbers. Only 19 of
the aircraft were manufactured, and all but one of these were
assigned to the Banff Strike Wing, principally serving with
248 Squadron.

The Tsetse arrived at a time when U-boats were no longer
diving to escape air attacks but were instead remaining on the
surface and fighting it out with ever-heavier batteries of anti-
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here.
aircraft guns. The Tsetse gave Coastal Command a weapon
that could stand off farther and pack a greater punch than the
standard 20mm guns, or so it was assumed.

The Tsetses did indeed damage a number of U-boats
and were credited with sinking one, but they also lent their
powerful punch to attacks on German-controlled shipping
along the Norwegian coastline and across the North Sea. The
Molins gun could be devastating to merchant ships and the
flak vessels that protected them, and in combat the Tsetses
established an enviable record.

NT225 was a very good representative of the Mk. XVIIL
It entered service with 248 Squadron around May 1944. The
aircraft flew on numerous strikes along the Norwegian coast
until Dec. 7, 1944, when the Tsetse failed to return from a
mission to attack a convoy at

The real life subject of Chris’ project. NT225 was attached to 248 Squadron
based at RAF Pertreath. The Molins gun with autoloader can be plainly seen

from the cockpit to the paint to the propellers.
Nothing worked, despite my best etforts. This
model was so benighted that, on the night my
club held its “dogfight” contest for models that
didn’t come out right, one of its wings popped
off while I was holding it and damaged my
latest model! Still, I had atfection for the Mk.
XVIII, and when Tamiya and Hasegawa each
put out new 1:72 Mosquitoes I started thinking
about building a Tsetse again. I decided upon
the Tamiya kit primarily because in the space
of six months, I won three in club raffles! The
kit's engineering is similar to that of the Tamiya
1:48 kit, with a carry-through spar supporting
the wings. The top of the nacelles is molded to
the top wing and breaking at a panel line; and
the nose joins the fuselage along a seam that is
largely hidden by the wing. It's a thoughttully
engineered model.

My first step was not the cockpit, asis usually
the case, but the wheel bays. I made blank-off
plates for the front and rear of the bays and
added squares of .005 styrene sheet to blank off
the two ejection-pin marks in each side of the
bays - cut to match the squares formed by the
stringer and former detail. I used copper wire
to add detail to the top of the bay, and some
styrene strip was added for structural detail.
The nacelles were then cemented together and
test-fit against the upper wing, yielding a very encouraging
result. Builders of multi-engine aircraft are used to doing lots
of work to join the nacelles to the wings, but there would be
little of that here!

The wings were assembled once the landing lights had
been inserted into each lower wing. The nacelles were
added next, and they fit well except for the flat, pointed area
extending behind the wing, where large gaps were present.
These were very easy to address, however, and filling them
with styrene bits and superglue followed by a few minutes of
sanding cleaned them up. I also used an engraving bit in my
Dremel tool to add a little depth to the carburetor intakes; the
kit has the openings to these molded flat, but a few minutes
Continued on page 10

anchor at Alesund. Two Tsetses
were lost on this mission, the
tirst to meet with significant
Luftwatfe opposition. Flying
Officers William Cosman and
Leslie Freedman were lost after
an attack by the Bf 109G of
Lieutenant Heinrich Freiherr
von Podewils of JG.5.

Many years ago, I toiled over
an Airfix Mosquito in an effort
to build a Tsetse. While the
Airfix kit is good even today,
sometimes an individual model
is just cursed. Anything that
could go wrong did go wrong,

p J9EOR e 4 '\
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Another image of NT225. The Molins gun can be seen poking out from under the nose. The
anti-shipping gun replaced the four 20mm cannon.
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Building a 1/25 scale ‘70 Dodge Hemi Coronet

By Andy Kellock

The Coronet was top of the line in Dodge’s B-bodies.
Nineteen-seventy was the last year for this model, and the
425hp Hemi R/ T was the ultimate in this series. The R/T
package included beefed-up suspension and drive-train
components. Bucket seats were standard, and the interior
was trimmed with wood grain and leather. The raw power
of the Hemi and the R/T package was softened by the
luxurious interior

external difference between the Coronet and the Super
Bee were the non-functional side scoops between the door
and the rear wheelwell. These carried R/T badging when
appropriate.

As you can probably guess by now, the base kit for this
project was the AMT 70 Super Bee. I scratch built the tail
light panel from Evergreen sheet. I cut out the embossed
DODGE logo from the Super Bee tail panel and glued this
into a hole cut in

— truly a fist in a
velvet glove. This
was the ultimate
boulevard cruiser.
So let’s build one!
To the best of my
knowledge the 70
Coronet R/T had

the styrene sheet.
The individual tail
lights were made
trom 28 gauge wire
wrapped around a
jig carved from sty-
rene rod — basically
a square rod with

never beenreleased
in kit form. There
was an old MPC 70

the corners round-
ed off. Three of
these wire hoops

Super Bee, but that
was a base model,

The Coronet was the high end of Dodge’s B-bodies. Andy built his Coronet by v
modifying the 1/25 scale AMT Super Bee kit.

vere glued onto
a suitably shaped

and came with the
383 engine and the
non-vented dome
hood. AMT re-re-
leased a version of
this Super Bee kit
in the early 90’s
and it came with
the vented hood,
complete with the
Ramcharger intake
and double hood
SCoops, which
would be neces-
sary for a Hemi-
equipped vehicle
in 1970. The kit
also included a nice
Hemi engine.

The Coronet

piece of styrene for

each side. These
two assemblies
were then glued
onto the larger

piece which had
the DODGE logo.
The entire panel
was covered with
Bare Metal Foil, and
clear red was used
for the lens, clear
white for the back-
up lamps and ev-
erything was cov-
ered in flat black.
The chrome lamp
surrounds and the
DODGE lettering
were revealed in

and the Super Bee
were basically the
same vehicle with only a few cosmetic changes that had
to be scratch built. The most prominent difference is the
tail panel and tail lights. The Coronet had a flat tail panel
with the triple tail lights on each side that were a further
tweak on the late 60’s Coronet tail lights. The Super Bee
had a convex tail panel with single elongated lozenge
shaped tail lights on each side. The other prominent

Wood grain was added to the dash, center console and door panels to upgrade the
kit’s Super Bee interior to Coronet standards.

chrome by scrap-
ing away the black
paint. The only inaccuracy in this tail panel is that there
should be an R/ T logo below the DODGE script, but there
wasn’t room since the DODGE script is actually smaller
on the Coronet than the Super Bee. I couldn’t work out
how to shrink the script so I left off the R/T emblem on
the tail panel.

Next, the side scoops were made from sheet styrene.



The scoops are contoured to follow the
sculpted body side and are not square boxes.
I'made the top and bottom of the scoops from

0.060” styrene sandwiched between inner §

and outer sides from 0.030”. I precurved the
sides by rolling over a round metal rod and
then glued the four pieces together. I then
sanded a round contour into the top and
bottom pieces, which was why they were
made from thicker pieces. I cleaned up the
inlet with an X-Acto blade. The R/T decals
came from the Monogram 69 Charger kit.
Therest of the model was assembled pretty
much box stock. I upgraded the interior to
Coronet standards by adding wood grain
trim to the dash, center console and door
panels. The upholstery pattern is different
on the door panels for the Coronet, but since
I was doing a black interior it doesn’t show,
so I cheated and used the Super Bee panels.

The AMT kit comes with a 69 Coronet dash |

for some reason, and this looks closer to the |

70 Coronet than does the 70 Super Bee, so I
used this dash. I detail painted the dash by
dry brushing white and silver over the flat
black gauge faces, and used 5 minute epoxy
tor gauge glass. The Magnum shifter came
trom a Challenger kit.

The Hemi engine comes with the Super

Andy modified the Super Bee kit’s convex tail plane and lozenge shaped,
single piece lights (top) to the Coronet’s flat tail plane and triple tail lights,
as well as adding the non functioning side scoops in front of the real wheel
wells (bottom).

Bee kit, and was detailed using electrical and jewelry wire.  This wire is perfect for a variety of uses, including making
No aftermarket parts were used. You can get jewelry hose clamps. I scratch built everything including the
(beading) wire from craft stores such as Michaels, and it throttle and carb linkage, throttle return springs, carb
comes in silver and gold in gauges as thin as #32 (0.007”). venturis, resistor packs, heater, coolant and vacuum

hoses, battery cables from wire
and plastic strip.

During this build, I worked out
why AMT gives you such nicely
detailed hood hinges and springs.
You can’t close the hood it you
use the kit supplied Ramcharger
setup! The Ramcharger duct-
work is too wide and hits the
washer bottle on one side and
the battery on the other side. Of
course, Murphy dictated that
I wouldn't find this out until I
was in the final assembly stage
atter everything was painted
and decaled. Because of this, I
narrowed the Ramcharger duct by
taking out 1/16” from each side
between the air cleaner gasket

The Hemi engine comes with the Super Bee kit and was detailed using electrical and and the intake horns with a razor
jewelry wire. Andy scratch built the carb linkage, heater, battery cables and other saw. It's not too noticeable and

items.

Continued on page 14
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Red Baron - Griffon powered “baloney slicer”

Continued from page 1

cockpit sides I glued the new
top piece on, blending it with
Super Glue. I then cut out the
canopy so it could be put in the
open position.

For the nose, I cut the front
off of an Academy Mk. XIV
Spittire - they gotta be good for
something! I had to increase
the size of the tront where the
spinner fits becauseI decided to
use the spinner from the High
Planes “World Jet” Mustang
kit.

Living in the Bay Area you
have access to a lot of cool
modelers. One of these being
Roy Sutherland of Cooper
Details, who was nice enough
to cast my prop blades from
two masters I made. Now I
can get prop sets reproduced

tor the other racers I am doing.

The next problem was the
carb intake on top of the cowl.
For this I cut the “smile” off of a Hasegawa Corsair and
blended it in with sheet styrene and Super Glue. One of the
most time-consuming things was rescribing the panel lines
on the nose, but hey this is fun right?

On to the tail. I cut the vertical tail and rudder off and saved
the rudder. I made up a new vertical tail from a Monogram
Skyraider horizontal. This was pretty easy and it saved some

To create the nose section, Mike sliced the front off of an Academy Spitfire Mk. XIV. The front
of the nose had to be increased to fit the wider High Planes spinner. Mike made two masters for
the propeller blades and had multiples cast from resin by Roy Sutherland of Cooper Details.

time. Since the counter-rotating props cancelled out the
torque on the RB-51, there was no oftset on the vertical tail so
this was glued on straight and blended into the turtledeck.
The wings weren't very hard to modify. The tips were done
using sheet styrene and ZAP super glue. They were shaped
using a rat-tail file. The panel lines were filled with Squadron
white putty. After the wing was mated to the fuselage the

Mike created a mold and then vac-u-formed the Red Baron’s unique canopy. After the
Tamiya cockpit detail was removed Mike used the True Details P-51 set as a replace-
ment. The seat is by Ultra Cast.
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extended trailing edge fairings were
done with, hold on, sheet styrene and
ZAP super glue!

I used thin sheet to extend the vertical
portion on the fuselage and thicker sheet
tor the horizontal part. The radius was
done using Super Glue and a rat-tail
tile, and many hours!

To check for scratches and to see that
the mods looked right, I brushed on
several coats of Mr. Surfacer sanding
them down with 320 dry paper. When
I was satistied with the airframe, it was
primed with Tamiya rattle can primer.
Atter wet sanding with 600 grit and
a few touch-ups I painted the wings
with Tamiya rattle can white and used
Tamiya acrylic for the red. The exhaust
area was sprayed with Alclad stainless
steel and the model was clear coated
with Model Master sealer.

For the exhaust stacks, I turned to
Cooper Details and their absolutely
sweet Spittire Gritfon pipes. (Oh man,




it’s gettin’ late!)

Now the wheels were a different story. A lot
of civilian Mustangs use wheels/brakes from
the P-63 Kingcobra, so I ended up making these
using wheel and tire parts from many different
kits. These parts are now available from
Obscureco.

The decaling was a learn-as-you-go type of
deal. It's a good thing I had multiple sheets
because I screwed a few up. Butin the end, they
turned out OK.

The model represents the aircraft as it won
the Homestead, Florida air race in March of '79
before the beer sponsorship. It took me 2 to 3
years to finish. Of course, I worked on a few
other models in that time span. The Red Baron
was a beautiful aircraft and it’s too bad it’s not
still around turning the pylons. It would be
interesting to see how a refined RB-51 would
stack up against the Stregas and Dago Reds
with their hot Merlins.

[More images of Mike’s Red Baron can be seen on
the following web pages:
http:/[www.twox.com/gallery/meekrb51
http://www.twox.com/gallery/region92004]

Mike Meek has been building models since the
mid 1960's and joined SVSM in 1986. His main
interests include 1/48 scale air racers and 1/24 &
1/25 scale race cars.

_ ———
The Red Baron model under construction. Here you can see the Tamiya body,
Academy nose and the reshaped Monogram tail. Note the plug that would
later become the vac-u-formed canopy.

Mike scaled up the 1/72 High Planes decals to 1/48 and had them printed on
an Alps printer.

The author with the remains of the real Red
Baron on display at the Planes of Fame Museum
in Chino, California. The racer was destroyed
in a crash during the final lap of the 1979 Reno
National Championship Air Races.

Steve Hinton in his revolutionary RB-51. This photo was taken by the author in
1979 at the Chino air show mere months before the Red Baron was destroyed
at the Reno Air Races. Quite fortunately, Mr. Hinton survived the crash to
race again.
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Converting Tamiya’s Mosquito to a Mk. XVIil

Continued from page 5
of careful work created the impression of openings with in-
scale edges.

The kit cockpit was nice, but I opted to use the Aires
cockpit instead. This included a resin door for the forward
fuselage; however, the sidewall piece provided for the
starboard side where the door would go had no guide as to
where to cut. This raised the prospect of a mismatch between
the kit fuselage and the resin part. Instead of devising a way
to true up the two parts, I started looking at the sidewall in
relation to the kit fuselage. I quickly realized that I could cut
the resin away just below a run of wiring and then down
along the flare gun holster; effectively going around the door,
and the raised features

made for a tedious job. The same went for the control panel
and instrument shroud. The panel was a photo-etched part
with an acetate backing for the instruments, and the shroud
replaced the out-of-scale kit part and included the gunsight
and other prominent features inside the windscreen. This
part was nicely detailed but fit poorly, so judicious sanding
was needed to get the part to fit without causing a visible
seam inside the cockpit.

Once the major cockpit pieces were re-sized and positioned
into one of the fuselage halves, things became easier. The
pilot’s seat and radios went into place with ease, and I was
pleased to see that not much of a gap was left inside the
tuselage. The resin door was painted and set aside for future

addition.

would prevent this cut
from being seen from
above. This allowed
me to cut the door
off the fuselage with
a Dremel tool and an
assortment of small
bits, using the kit panel
lines as a guide.

Next came the as-
sembly and painting
of the Aires interior
parts. These included
a series of sections that
made up the stepped
floor and radio shelf,
two sidewalls, a con-
trol panel with a

With the cock-
pit ready, I prepared
to join the fuselage
halves. First, how-
ever, I had to cut off
a section of the lower
tuselage in order to
accommodate the Mo-
lins gun nose from the
Airfix kit, which pro-
vides plates for both
the 20mm cannon nose
and the Molins gun
nose. The Airfix part is
slightly longer, how-
ever, so I had to cut
away a section of plas-
tic from the Tamiya

photo-etched control
panel, a set of radios,
the pilot’s seat and the
observer’s armored seat back and photo-etched seat belts.

All the parts were painted with Testors interior black,
tollowed by an airbrushing of RAF interior gray-green. The
navigator/ observer’s seat was painted burnt sienna with a
black wash to replicate leather, as was the back cushion on
the separate seat back. The wiring was painted a yellow-
ish-tan color to replicate the colors found in my references,
and the flare cartridges below the navigator/observer’s seat
were painted their appropriate colors. The pilot’s seat was
painted interior gray-green and the cushions were painted a
dark gray. I painted the seat belts for both seats, which were
provided as photo-etched parts, and carefully added them to
both seats. The radios were painted using the excellent pho-
tographs in the SAMI book on the Mosquito as a guide. The
radios and pilot’s seat were then set aside. I had some prob-
lems with the complex photo-etched rudder pedals; eventu-
ally I resorted to stealing the pedals out of the hulk of the old
Airfix Mk. XVIII!

The fit of the major structural parts of the resin cockpit
was troublesome, to say the least. I spent a lot of time
sanding and test-fitting them to the fuselage, because they
were simply too big for the space they were intended to fit.
That combined with the multi-part nature of the cockpit
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After painting and masking the invasion stripes,
freehand over the light sea gray for a soft edged camouflage pattern.

Chris painted dark green fuselage halves and
make a notch in the
bomb bay doors to ac-
commodate the big gun. The fuselage went together next, fol-
lowed by the bomb bay doors and the nose gun plate. Once
this plate was added, I sanded away the overly-heavy rivet
detail and the inaccurate keg-shaped breech fairing, both
vestiges of Airtix’s attempt at a Molins gun arrangement, and
added a new breech fairing from, of all things, an Italeri RB-
66 ECM blister. According to photos, it's a very close match.
After much sanding, I rescribed the lost panel detail on the
nose and bomb bay doors.

Next, I added the nose and the four .303 machine gun
barrels. Most Tsetses eventually had two .303s removed, butI
liked the look of the four guns bristling from the nose. I next
made my biggest mistake of the project: I relied on the SAMI
book on the Mosquito for the details of my Tsetse. I painted
the exhaust stacks with a darkened mixture of burnt sienna
and glued them in place, then added the exhaust shrouds as
the book instructed in its guide to the variants. A little later,
I started looking for photos of a specific aircraft to model,
and I found that NT225 was particularly well documented
and settled on that aircraft. Unfortunately, NT225 did not
have shrouded exhausts, so I pried them oft and removed the
stacks for addition after painting. I had to scrape and sand
the points where the shrouds joined the nacelles, grumbling



the entire time about not working from a photo from
the beginning.

The wings went on with absolutely no fuss. I
brushed a light layer of Mr. Surfacer 1000 over the
seams, then removed the excess with a cotton swab
dipped in Mr. Thinner. That was all that was needed
to perfect the wing root joint. I drilled small holes in
the wing tip lights and then painted the inside faces
silver followed by a small drop of the appropriate
color into the hole to simulate the bulbs. These parts
were superglued into the wing tips, sanded, polished
and masked. I also drilled out the signal light
positions under the tail in advance of the addition of
MYV Lenses of the appropriate colors.

I painted the propellers next, airbrushing the
yellow tips first, then masking them and painting the
blades a semi-gloss black. In fact, I painted propellers
for several planes at once; I think I had five Mustang
propellers, a pair of HU-16 Albatross props and a T-
28 propeller on the table all at the same time! I find
that mass producing parts like wheels and propellers
can be a productive use of painting time and less
wasteful of paint than just painting one or two props
in a session. The spinners were painted ocean gray, as
were the backing plates, and the propeller/spinner
assemblies went together and were set aside for
tuture addition.

Next came the tail. The horizontal tailplanes
required only a small bit more filler than did the
wings, butIdid slightly reshape the vertical fin as the = The aircraft version of the Molins gun with autoloader (top). The business
kit fin is slightly too tall. Close inspection of photos end of the Mk. XVIll “Tsetse” with the Molins gun (bottom).
helped in this. I then rescribed any panel detail I had
removed, and I suddenly had a very Mosquito-shaped object
on my workbench!

The one disappointing area in Tamiya’'s kit is the canopy.
One side window is provided as a separate and ditticult to fit
part; moreover, the entire canopy is just oversized enough to

cause a sloppy fit. Ijoined the canopy to the fuselage first with
white glue, then with a small amount of superglue, followed
by some nerve-wracking sanding. I was atraid the sanding
might break the canopy free - which it did on two occasions,
forcing me to go back to the start and repeat the process more
carefully. Once the canopy was on, I faced the equally nerve-
wracking process of masking the canopy with
Parafilm M and the use of a new scalpel blade.

With all of the major parts in place, I started
work on the tinish. One of the more striking things
about NT225, and about Banff and Dallachy
strike wing aircratt in general, was the presence
of invasion stripes long after such markings had
been removed from most aircraft in Great Britain.
My process for painting these markings is simple,
but may seem counter-intuitive to many. I paint
the invasion stripes first, then mask them off and
apply the rest of the camoutlage to the model.
The same goes for leading edge identification
panels, theatre bands and other large markings;
I find that painting them and masking them is
easier than aligning and applying decals.

Istart by painting a band of flat white over the
entire area of the invasion stripes. It's a good idea,
whenever possible, to paint light colors first. The
white stripes that would remain were masked

Chris used the nose from his Airfix Mosquito kit and a Aber turned aluminum and Testors interior black was shot over them to
57mm Russian anti-tank gun for the Molins gun barrel. An Italeri RB-66 ECM form the distinctive invasion stripes. Masking

Blister was uend for the brecch talvine: the wings is very easy, but I had to use very thin
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traced the appropriate RAF
camouflage pattern with a
pencil. I also masked off the
horizontal tail, which was
left uncamouflaged, accord-
ing to photographs. Feeling
contident in my abilities with
my Paasche VL, I treehanded
the scheme and achieved a
fairly tight line on the bor-
ders between dark green and
light sea gray.

Photographs showed that
NT225 had an odd paint
anomaly in the nose area.
Apparently, the aircraft suf-
fered damage and a replace-
ment nose panel was substi-
tuted, because the port side
of the nose had a hard line in
the camouflage right along a
panel line. For a moment, I
entertained the idea that the
replacement had come from
a nighttighter Mosquito and

sections of tape cut with a straightedge in order to contorm
to the compound curves present on the rear fuselage. Once
the paint had dried, I stripped off the masking to check my
work and promptly masked it all off again in preparation for
the application of the camouflage scheme, with the exception
of small rectangular sections on the tail. Photos showed that
the serials on both sides of the fuselage had been masked
over before the application of the invasion stripes, so these
open panels would get the camouflage, followed by the seri-
als during decaling.

Roy Sutherland

While the Tamiya kit was very good over all, Chris found the canopy o be over-sized and a bit
troublesome to get a proper fit. The port side of the nose it painted is if it were a replacement
part from another Mosquito with a slightly different painted scheme.

I could paint the nose black;
however, it seems much like-
lier to have come from anoth-
er Banff Strike Wing plane that had a slightly different appli-
cation of the camouflage applied.

I masked off the panel line and applied a little darker mix
of dark green, matching the photos. Once all the painting
of the main surfaces of the aircraft was finished, I took off
the invasion stripe masking and shot a coat of water-based
Varathane thinned 50-50 with water to provide a glossy base
for the decals.

The decals, or atleast one of them, proved to be a challenge.
The roundels and serials were taken from an assortment of

has spent the last
several years trying
to debunk the idea
that large rubber
mats were used to
apply RAF camou-
flage schemes. I per-
sonally believe these
mats were used in
North Africa to help
inexperienced crews
apply improvised
theatre camoutlage;
but I agree with Roy
that factory camou-
flage had a soft edge
during thewaryears.
With that in mind, I
shot the entire mod-

el with a coat of light
sea gray and lightly
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The code letter “O” proved to be a difficult decal to acquire. Chris solved this problem by cutting the tail
off a two-part “Q” decal from his Hasegawa Spitfire Mk. VIII kit.






