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Alaskan Airlines’ L-100—Gold Nugget Freighter

By Ken Miller

Alaska Airlines development and use of the Lockheed L-
100 was certainly a unique project in the history of airline
operations. Lockheed developed the C-130 Hercules in re-
sponse to a USAF GOR (General Operational Requirement)
issued on February 2, 1951. Five months later Lockheed was
awarded the con-
tract to develop
two YC-130 air-
craft. The Lock-
heed design had
many radical fea-
tures for the time.
The C-130 was
the first American
airplane to have
turboprop power-
piants. It had an
unusual airframe
design in that the
fuselage was not
cylindrical ~ and
the cargo floor
was only 45 inch-
es above ground.
The tandem main
landing gear with
large low pres-
sure tires enabled
the plane to land,

from unprepared

airstrips. A large empennage provided room to load and
unload cargo from the rear ramp and also provided good
control response on low speed approaches. The aircraft’s
nose was extremely blunt to give the crew excellent vis-
ibility. The C-130 aircraft ended up being a great success in
military use.

The plane’s success led Lockheed to consider having
it certified for civil operation. In 1963, the company certified
the aircraft as the L-100. In April 1964, the airplane made
its first flight and by February of the following year it had
been certified by the FAA. Both Alaska Airlines and Delta
were interested in operating the L-100 commercially. Delta

- Alaska Airlines took delivery of their first L-100 in March 1966. The first three ships in
taxi, and take off were delivered in Alaska Airlines Golden Nugget freighter scheme.

was unwilling to take the risks at the time but eventually
became the second airline customer for the L-100. Hard
negotiations behind closed doors led to a deal between
Lockheed and Alaska Airlines.

In April 1965, Lockheed Georgia provided their com-
mercial L-100 Hercules demonstrator and crew to Alaska
Airlines on a 30 day lease. The lease was a success and Alas-
ka went on to op-
erate many L-100
aircraft. Alaska
pioneered many
firsts using the L-
100. Alaska was
the first commer-
cial operator of
the L-100. Alaska
Airlines received
its first of three
L-100 aircraft
from  Lockheed
in March 1966.
This was aircraft
N9263R, the next
later in 1966 was
N9267R and the
third in April
1967 was N9227R.
These three air-
craft delivered by

Lockheed were
the Alaska
Airlines Golden

Nugget freighter
scheme. N9227R was named “City of Juneau,” N9263R was
named “City of Fairbanks” and it seems likely that N9267R
was named “City of Anchorage.” L-100 N9267R was lost in
a ground accident in Macuma, Ecuador in the latter part of
1967. The plane landed at Macuma Airfield, but the wheels
sank almost 50 cm into the soft ground. Timber was placed
under the wheels as a ramp. Engine power was used in an
attempt to move the aircraft. Unfortunately the number 1
prop struck the ground and disintegrated. Debris struck the
number 2 engine and started a fire that destroyed the air-
craft. Luckily, no one was killed.

Alaska Airlines also operated the following L-100
Continued on page 6




EDITOR’S BRIEF

Ah, spring is in the air. The sun is out and the birds are
singing. It's time for a change —out with the old and rotten
and in with the new and fresh. Yes, it’s time for SVSM to have
its annual elections. It is time to kick out the old scoundrels
and re-elect them to the same positions. Well, actually we have
to change the president. It's in
the rules somewhere.

Our new president is Greg
Plummer. Greg ran a bitter cam-
paign against Laramie Wright
who raised two hands to vote
againsthimself. Greg is nostrang-
er to the chief executive post and
will run the meetings with cool
efficiency and a dry wit.

Chris Buckcholtz, Jim Priete
and Laramie Wright are the vice
presidents for the new term. Bill
Ferante was re-elected treasurer
and John Heck was re-elected
secretary.

On other business: for those
of you who do not have a
membership in IPMS/USA, you
should join. I find it hard to point
out real tangible reasons for
shelling out the $25 it takes to be a member, but there are a few
important intangible reasons. Sure, you get the journal and you
get the opportunity to compete at nationals; but the reason T
joined is because IPMS is the umbrella organization that pays
for our insurance. This is no small deal. In our egregiously
litigious society, every official gathering of us SVSMers needs
to be covered by insurance — this

President Plummer in his executive office. When the
thumb points the other way, bad things happen.

pin as a token of our society’s appreciation. Good thinking
Chris, and thank you! If Chris was reaching deep into your
pocket for any reason, please alert the new club president.
Did I mention this is the April Issue?
- The Editor

 BC 9 SAYS —

IPMS/ USAis the national organization
for scale modelers in the U.S. In addition
to publishing the IPMS/USA Journal six
times a year and organizing the IPMS/
USA National Contest and Convention,
the organization does other things
behind the scenes that make the hobby
more fun and help to ensure its survival
and growth.

Perhaps the most important thing
IPMS/USA does is to provide an
insurance policy for every IPMS/USA-
sanctioned event or meeting in the U.S.
In many parts of the country, securing a
site for a meeti a_contest requires

insurance Sfﬁmed
with IPMS/USA get this through the
organization; without this -service,
clubs would have to go and secure a policy on their own. The
result would be far more expensive than the small amount
IPMS/USA asks to charter a chapter ($10!) and it would
require volunteers at every club to hunt down a policy on their
own. The upshot of this: there would be far fewer clubs, club

meetings or contests without the basic insurance coverage
provided by the IPMS.

means the monthly meeting and
particularly the Kickoff Classic.

While our club might be able
the weather a loss of coverage,
most clubs would not. Not
having insurance would mean
that the majority of the IPMS
shows you now attend, and even
some clubs, would go the way of
the Kennedys. Former President
and current Region 9 Coordinator
Chris Bucholtz says something
similar over there —>

Chris’ text is also now part of
the SVSM Web site.

So pay up. You'll get a card for
your wallet, a sticker for your
car window and six issues of the
IPMS Journal. You will also be strengthening the glue that
holds this society together and helps it grow.

Speaking of paying money, the aforementioned Chris
Bucholtz has reached deep into his very own pocket to pay for
the new Region 9 Qualified Judge pins. Chris felt that judging
at model shows is far too thankless of a job. Now, if you judge
five shows in an 18-month period, you will be awarded a lovely

Your new pin—if you’re worthy.

If you go to a model contest or
club meeting and enjoy yourself, you
should thank a member of the IPMS/
USA; their dues helped make your fun
possible.

The organization also targets
newcomers to the hobby through its
make-and-take program. In the past,
these have focused on children, but
new programs are aimed at adults
returning to the hobby or starting
modeling for the first time.

The benefits of belonging to the
organization are many. You'll get the
journal mailed to your home every
other month, and you’ll get a discount
at some contests. You'll be able to enter
the IPMS/USA nationals, if you're so
inclined. Most of all, though, you will be showing support
for a 5000-member organization whose sole goal is to make
the hobby bigger, better and more enjoyable for all modelers.
Please join us in helping to spread the fun of scale modeling!

- Chris Bucholtz
Region 9 coordinator



IPMS/Fremont Hornets 6’

Entry fees—

45 Categories —
$5 for modelers 18 and

® Aircraft

¢ Automobiles older, plus $1 for each

eFigures model after the first

*Ships two entries.

eMilitary Vehicles .

*Space & Sci-fi $1 for modelers 17
and younger with no

Special Awards— charge for additional

*Best Aircraft or Space entries.

Vehicle . .
*Best Armor $2 discount for seniors

with a current IPMS

*Best Civilian Land .
membership

Vehicle
*Best Figure or Robot
*Tri-City Award for best three
of a kind—three thematically-

Free admission for all non-
competitors.

e atec MoRCA b e The Newark Community gor vender information call-

conipaiamkinhegaic Center, 35501 Cedar Blvd., Jim Pri

category (i.e.: Chevy low- N d L Califord; ” {/lvm kl;ete o p—

riders, 1/72 Fw 190s, Star Trek ewark, Calirornia eekdays ¥ a.m. to 5:9U p.m.

ships, Aloha airliners) (925) 323-1845.

9 a.m.—Registration Opens . '

Plus vendors, a raffle and a free Noon—Registr?tion Cl.oses Tables e%re $40 until April 1
Make ‘n Take for children 15 I p.m.—Judging Begins $45 until May 20

3:30 p.m.—Awards Ceremony  $50 on the day of the event.

and under!




A long, winding road to completing Airfix’s Strikemaster

By Frank Babbit

The BAC Strikemaster design evolved from a British lineage
traced back to the original propeller driven Hunting Percival
Provost trainer. Who would have thought that way back in
1950, when the piston engine Provost first flew, that the Provost
series would have culminated decades later with the Strike-
master—a jet deriva-
tive design with over
twice the airspeed and
load.

Also in the 1950s,
an expendable target
drone jet engine was
developed in an un-
related project. This
engine design would
eventually be selected
for integration into the
basic Provost airframe.
This switch from pis-
ton power to jet power
was the evolution of
the Jet Provost trainer.

The Jet Provost de-
sign required that the
cockpit be relocated
more forward in the
fuselage to accommo-
date the jet engine. It
would make sense that
this also allowed the
switch from taildrag-
ger to tricycle landing
gear. The Jet Provost
first flew in 1954 and
was designed to retain
atleast70 percentof the
structure of the earlier
piston engine Provost
design. This even in-
cluded the same wing
and tail structure.

The BAC Strikemas-
ter was subsequently
developed from the
Jet Provost airframe to
provide a light attack

e
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Frank built Airfix’s 1:72 scale Strikemaster using a kit that he purchased in the
1970’s while working at his “dream job” at Hobbytown, Decatur Speedway.

mph. Among other changes from the Jet provost included a
redesign in the contours of the fuselage of the Strikemaster.

The closest contemporary American aircraft to the British
Strikemaster in configuration and role would probably be the
A-37 Dragonfly, which was developed from the T-37 Tweety
Bird. Coincidentally, The Royal New Zealand Air Force Strike-
masters included a Vietnam-style camouflage similar to the
Dragonfly. The flight-
less kiwi bird insignia
adorned these flying
machines, which RN-
ZAF pilots dubbed
“Blunty.” About 250
(146)  Striekmasters
were produced and
there were many
small air forces which
used the Strikemas-
ter.

This aircraft formed
the main attack capa-
bility for a few small
ies. The roles
could be advanced
trainer, COIN, or re-
con. Wing —fatigue
cracks were a prob-
lem, which occurred
in many Ecuadorian
and New Zealand
aircraft after about 10
years of operation.

This model proj-
ect is the 1/72 scale
Airfix kit that I pur-
chased from the first
production batch
released back in the
early 1970s. I was in
high school at the
time, and worked
at Atlanta’s largest
hobby store (Hobby-
town, Decatur Speed-
way). Everyone knew
the owner as “Uncle
Charlie” (the best guy
I ever worked for).

capability. The Strike-
master first flew in
1967 and the last ones
were manufactured in
1984. The Strikemaster design added a pressurized cockpit, up-
graded engine, and tip tanks. Eight hard points were added in
addition to a pair of .303 FN machine guns near the wing root,
each with 525 rounds of ammunition. It could carry an external
load of 3,000 pounds, including bombs, rockets, or Napalm._
The maximum range is 1,382 miles and the top speed is 518

the Obscureco cockpit.

Inspired by the Crosford specimen in Saudi markings, Frank decided to repaint
his old model. Some major surgery was required to open the fuselage and insert

I was in charge of
the plastic model
department, and I got
this Airfix kit fresh
from the first box that arrived. This was a dream job, partly
because I was ordering the latest kits from Sentai Distributor
for inventory, and learning how to build models from IPMS
Atlanta. I still have unbuilt kits from when I had the 10 percent
employee discount. This “mom and pop” store used to be a
large theater, so IPMS met upstairs in a large loft, above where



the screen used to be. This loft had a
wide interior window overlooking the
entire ‘store. My first airbrushed model
was a Matchbox Strikemaster, which
I built in New Zealand markings and
entered it in a contest at the loft (known
as Uncle Charlie’s Attic).

I originally painted this Airfix
Strikemaster with Kenya air force
camouflage and markings, back in
the early 1980s. The national insignia
roundels were made by overlaying
decal layers of progressively smaller
concentric circles. This proved to be
too thick, because the Kenya roundel
requires five different concentric rings
of colors. I discovered that the cockpit
required detailing and references which
I did not have at the time. I then put the
incomplete model in a box and let it age
like a fine wine.

Over the years, 1 collected references Frank photographed the Crosford museum’s Sterkmaster while he was attending the

and finally photographed the real thing
at the Cosford museum in Britain when I traveled to attend
the Telford show in 2000. The museum example was in Saudi
markings and I decided to repaint the Strikemaster in the
striking desert camouflage of this example. Also, I finally had
an incentive to finish the model when Obscureco produced a
resin cockpit detail set about two years ago.

The fuselage was already glued together so I sawed the top
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Telford model show in 2000.

front section of the fuselage with a jeweler’s saw so that the
resin cowling would fit into the fuselage. The preexisting paint
and decals were removed after the main components of the
resin cockpit were installed. The decals were removed using a
high-tack tape, and the enamel pactra paint was removed with
thinner on a paper towel. The faring for the guns were difficult
to prepare using scrap styrene.

The panel lines were inscribed using

-Dymotape, and then the model was then
repainted in Saudi camouflage using Gunze
acrylic paint. I tried using the Saudi insignia
from a Matchbox Strikemaster kit, but
discovered that the decals were too thick,
yellow and translucent. My references showed
that the Saudi camouflage is identical to the
Kuwait camouflage, so I then switched to
the Kuwait markings that I saw in various
references.

The Kuwait national insignia came from a
multinational decal sheet made by Superscale
for an IPMS convention. This Kuwaiti roundel
insignia includes the Arabic inscription along
the bottom of the outer green band. This
inscription was added by Kuwait in the 1960s
and is correct for this machine. The Arabic
tactical number was hand painted. The canopy
was vacuformed and scratchbuild canopy
features were added using reference photos.
Navigation lights were added using the MV
productionlenses; the tip tanks include clear
plastic lenses tinted red and green.

That’s it for now. Next time, I won’t take
more than 20 years before finishing a model!
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More than 20 years later, Frank’s finished Strikemaster poses for photos at a

model contest.
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Continued from page 1

aircraft: N920NA, N7999S and
N9248R. These aircraft were in a
basic white top and gray/silver
bottom paintlayout with company
name in block letters forward of
the wing. Per references, Alaska
operated at least one other L-
100 but I'm unable to provide its
registration number.

In about 1966, Alaska Airlines
began support of the future Trans-
Alaska Pipeline project. Alaska
began by airlifting a complete
drilling operation plus all the
support equipment to a then-
secret oil exploration site on the
North Slope. At this site, Atlantic
Richfield Corporation (ARCO)
announced the historic discovery
of a large petroleum reserve that
has had a major impact on the
Alaskan economy. Alaska Airlines
was the first commercial operator to have the FAA agree to
certify a Herk landing on a frozen lake. Alaska Airlines
established the first portable control tower at the Prudhoe
Bay airport landing strip in support of the 24-hour oil
industry charter flight schedules. Due to Alaska’s success
on the North Slope, oil companies contracted with the
airline to fly drilling rigs and pipeline equipment into the
jungles of South America in 1970. One of the photographs
provided to me by Alaska Airlines even shows the Herk
on the flightline in South Vietnam. Checking the Internet
I found that the Alaska Airlines Herk N2227R had serial
number 4208. After doing a little more research I found
that serial number 4208 flew for Alaska Air International,
Transamerica, and Southern Air Transport after the Alaska
Airlines service. 1did find an incident report that the aircraft
was flying for Transamerica in the early 1980s and collided
with a sport parachutist in Southern California. The aircraft

Starting in 1966 Alaska
project.

i .

Due to Alaska’s success in Alaska, oil companies contracted
the airline to fly pipeline equipment into South America.

s

Airlines began support of the future Trans-Alaska Pipeline

sustained minor damage, but unfortunately tl?e%d\qtjst
was killed. The most recent photo I found of Herk 4208 was
in April 2004. The plane is in TransAfrik markings which is
an African air charter service. I find it pretty amazing that
the plane is still flying after all of these years.

Enough of the 1/1 aircraft talk and onto model talk. As
I've stated in earlier articles, 1/144 scale is generally my
scale of choice. Revell produced their Hercules model quite
a while back. I've heard it was originally released as an
A model with three bladed-props as well as including a
tug. I've seen it released as the “Herky Bird” in Vietnam
camouflage, a gray color Blue Angels support aircraft, and
most recently in U.S. Coast Guard markings.

Welsh models makes a vacuform Hercules as an RAF
weather reconnaissance plane and Minicraft has announced
future plans for a Hercules. I've always been a Hercules fan
and thought building a civil one would be a great idea. I

B

Gold Nugget L-100 N9227R, named “City of Juneau,” unloading
an engine.



originally planned one in Delta markings
(now placed on the back burner). 1 saw
the beautiful Alaska Airlines Golden
Nugget scheme decal designed by Tim
Bradley whom I had met at the last
Airliners International Show in Los
Angeles. They are printed by Greg
Drawbaugh of Drawdecal who I also
know from the Airliners International
shows. I've used Drawdecals once
before and was very pleased with the
results. They are an ALPS type decal
printed on a solid carrier film and are
a little more fragile than standard silk
screen decals.

The Alaska Hercules is my third build
of the kit. For this build I chose to build
the rear cargo hatches closed instead of
the stock where they look OK open but
leave large gaps when closed. I backed
up the stock doors with strip styrene and
filled the gaps with putty. The gaps were
pretty large and I ended up having to re-
putty some of them after masking tape
pulled it off. In hindsight, making new
doors probably would have been a better
idea. The wing dihedral is a minor item needing attention
as the fuselage sides need some slight sanding to keep the
wings level. The stock kit does have inaccurate engine
nacelles and propellers. The stock ones don’t look that bad
but for this build I tried out a set of Aeroclub replacement
props and nacelle fronts and tops. Adding the nacelle fronts
and tops was a little more difficult than I expected, but with
a couple of rounds of sanding and putty they ended up
looking very nice. The props are a big improvement over
the kit ones.

The only visual difference between the military Hercules

decals are made on an ALPS printer and sold by Drawdecal.

Ken primed the entire model in flat white which was good for puttying and filling
but ended up causing trouble with the bare metal sections.

Ken built his 1:144 scale Revell kit in Alaska Airlines’ “Gold Nugget” scheme. The

and civilian L-100 is that the L-100 does not have the four
lower windows per side below the main windscreen. For my
model I puttied and sanded those windows over. Assembly
was pretty straightforward with the exception of the earlier
mentioned rear cargo doors, engines and windows. Painting
ended up being interesting to say the least. I primed the
entire model in flat white which was good for puttying and
filling but ended up causing me trouble with the bare metal
sections. The Drawdecal painting instructions are a little
simple so I found a good photo on Airliners.net to help out.
About half way through my build Drawdecal did add a nice
slide to their Web site that was helpful.
A few questions to Tim Bradley led to
some e-mail exchanges with James
Doman who had flown the Hercules
for Alaska Airlines. James also helped
me with my painting questions.

After painting the entire model in
flat white, I masked off the wing center
section as well as a walkway that went
down the top of the fuselage from
just behind the cockpit to the start of
the vertical stabilizer. I painted the
wing center section and walkway
Camouflage Gray which is a pretty
close match to Boeing 707 Gray which
was my guess for the gray area. I
masked off the gray sections and the
soon-to-be painted bare-metal areas. I
spray painted Testors Classic White for
the white portions. Also in hindsight,
I shouldn’t have primered the bare-
metal areas. To remedy this, I applied
many coats of Future over the flat

.

Continued on page 10






