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My First Airbrushed Luftwaffe Scheme....
-«.and my first 1/48th scale aircraft

By Andy Kellock

the allied bombers that were bringing the Third Reich to its

When I was a kid I used to model 1 /72 planes almost  knees, By adding more cannon and beefing up the frontal
exc}usi\/ely I could never afford an airbrush back then, and armor, the FW-190 A8 was used to break up the box formations
did everything of American
with a paintbrush. daylight precision
[ was  always bombers. The four
fascinated by 20mm cannon in
those airbrushed the wing roots
and nose were

Luftwaffe

schemes, but they augmented by two
were  impossible wing pods, each
to do with a brush. carrying a pair of
37mm cannon, and

Since returning
to modeling as an it was this heavy
armament which

adult I've been
modeling cars. gave the Butcher
However cars Bird it’s name.

My model

need nice, slick
paint jobs and you is based on the
ARIl 1/48 scale

can’t hand brush

glossy  enamels kit. While the kit

without leaving is  unremarkable,

brush marks, so there are no major

there was no way flaws and with

around it, T had care can be built
into an accurate

to learn to use an
_airbrush. Now that T was tempted fo ;ep[ica. 'l‘l;gmode]
as a combination

I have quite a few
years  experience t"y Some Of those fancy of raised and
engraved  panel

with an aitbrush [ yftwpaffe schemes that had v

I was tempted to b 7 # N I lines, there are

try some of those U€€N Haun g my psycne positive locating
tabs  for  the

fancy  Luftwaffe for decades.
schemes that had wings and tail
been haunting my psyche for decades. And now that I'm an and  everything

old guy and my eyesight ain’t what it used to be, I decided to fits without
branch into the larger 1/48 scale too (Il reserve 1/32 scale for modification. To
when I'm really old :) me, that's a good

The subject for this project is one of my favorite German  kit. The cockpit was simple butrealistic, with a curved seat back
WWII fighters. The FW-190 A8 was a heavily armed fighter and side wall detail as well as a nicely engraved instrument
version of the infamous Butcher Bird designed to bring down panel. [ painted the interior Schwarzgrau (RLM66) with a steel

Continued on page 3
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EDITOR’S RAMBLE

It has been about a year since I started attending meeting
with you guys. I can’t believe how my collection has grown.
I started with just an unbuilt 1/350 Tamiya Enterprise. Now I
have about a dozen or so models that I have to finish building.
I've been trying to track down how my collection has grown
so much. I'm sure many of us have had similar experiences.

I pick up a mode] and think, where did I get this? AsIgo
through my stash I find that most of them have been acquired
from attending model shows and winning things in raffles.
Others have been from model swaps such as our Christmas
party.

I've talked with other modelers and found that many people
have enough models to open their own hobby shop. I can see
how addicting just collecting models is. After seeing some of
the models at Nationals I find models I want to build.

My wife calls this action of buying more models than I can
build, collectus-dusty-box-itus. According to her it is when a
model sits on a shelf long enough to collect dust. To resolve
this problem she called for Resolution Two For One. Unlike
U.N. resolutions — this imposed sanction by the Models
Wife, or M.W. has server consequence, which I won’t go into.
Resolution Two For One simply states that two models must
be finished before one model can be purchased. Of course no
action has been taken to regulate models given as gifts.

Resolution Two For One may not be as bad as it seems -
however I've run into a small problem. Rebuilding a model.
You see I had finished a F-14 A Tomcat. [ wrote an article about
it a few months back. One thing that bugged me was that I had
F-14 B markings on it. So I removed the paint and the landing
gear, thus classifying it as an unbuilt model by the M.W.

I've been working with some other modelers to create Top
Gun decals. So I needed a F-14 A model to put them on. Well
this gave me a great reason to fix my Tomcat by adding correct

markings.

So to keep in compliance with Resolution Two For One not
only do I have to complete the two models that I have been
working on, [ have to rebuild this Tomcat. This may cause
lot of problems in the future. Ihave 3 other models I plan to
rebuild.

I plan to finish my Spitfire for this months meeting. My
M2A2 Bradley a few weeks after that.

I believe that Resolution Two For One will be lifted before
I get down to one model. I also realize that Resolution Two
For One could have dire effects on the modeling industry.
Modeling has shrunk so much over the years that it is almost
totally dependent upon modelers buying more models than
they can build.

As I see it there is but one option - build more models faster.
To this end I will be proposing Resolution Cleanup. This
resolution is to help the model comply with Resolution Two
For One. Resolution Cleanup states that the model will take
a one-month leave of absence from work every six months.
This time will be used to finish unbuilt models suffer from
collectus-dusty-box-itus.

This resolution will presented latter this week after
completing the 2002 Resolution Date Night. T think she will
be in a better mood then. I do hope to have my wife write
an article about coping with a modeler. If anyone has a wife
or girlfriend that would like to write a letter the editor I'd be
more that willing to publish it.

Switching gears a bit I still do not have enough armor
articles to put together a whole issue. Also I know that there
are several members who live far away, or for one reason or
another can’t attend out meetings. We'd love to hear from you
and what you've been working on. So please drop a line and
a photo to the editor.

- The Editor

Saturday, August 12

The Kings County Scale Model Club presents its
Second Annual Kings County Classic at the Lemoore
Civic Auditorium, 435 C. Street, Lemoore, California.
For more information, call Richard Horton at (559) 924-
8067 or e-mail him at rainbowwarrior24@hotmail.com.
or visit their website at www.kcscalemodelers.com

Saturday, November 4

.. The Antelope Valley Group hosts Desert Classic X
Regional Meet at the Antelope Valley College, 3041
West Ave. K in Lancaster, California. For details,
call Mike Valdez at (661) 256-0410 or e-mail him at
mikevaldez151@msn.com, or visit the club website at
www.avg-ipms.org.

CONTEST CALENDAR

Sunday, October 15

IPMS/Orange County presents OrangeCon 2006 at the
Pavilion at the University Conference Center, Cal State
Fullerton, 800 North State College Blvd. in Fullerton,
California. For details, contact Nat Richards at (949)
631-7142 or e-mail him at richa5011@aol.com, or visit
the website at www.ipmsoc.org.

Saturday, November 4

The Antelope Valley Group hosts Desert Classic X
Regional Meet at the Antelope Valley College, 3041
West Ave. K in Lancaster, California. For details,

call Mike Valdez at (661) 256-0410 or e-mail him at
mikevaldez151@msn.com, or visit the club website at
www.avg-ipms.org




seat. The instrument panels
were done in flat black with
the raised detail picked out
with a white pencil. The
gauges faces were then
covered with gloss clear to
simulated glass. The canopy
is molded open, and includes
the sliding fuselage portion
separately too. I airbrushed
Modelmaster enamels in
the usual 74/75/76 scheme
for a day fighter. I thinned
the paint with Modelmaster
airbrush thinner. 1 painted
the undersides and fuselage
RLM76  (Lichtblau) first,
then masked off the wing
undersides and fuselage
with Tamiya tape. Then I
sprayed the upper surface
of the wings and stabilizer
with RLM75 (Grauviolet).
I masked off the splinter
pattern on the wings with
Tamiya tape and sprayed RLM74 (Graugrun). The fuselage
pattern was done freehand with my airbrush. I used to use a
Badger 200, but have been using an Aztek A470 the last several
years. This is a double-action brush, but since I've only been
painting car bodies, i.e. large areas, I've only been using it in
single action mode.

Painting the fuselage on my FW190 was the first time I'd
used it in double action mode. I practiced on scraps of paper
first to get the hang of painting those little fuzzy blobs without
getting runs and streaks. 10 sheets of paper and one bottle of
paint later I was about as ready as I was going to be. [ did some
spots in RLM75, and since they got a little dense in places,
added more spots in RLM74 to break up the monotony. The
spots were painted freehand without using masks and I used
a fine tip on the Aztek. It was easier than I expected, and I am
happy with the way itturned out. Flushed with success I wanted

to try some weathering with the airbrush in double-action
mode too. I used Tamiya Smoke (X19) for the exhaust stain,
and for the blast stains around the cannon barrels. 1 wanted
more darkening of the exhaust stain, so I did a second round
of weathering with thinned black enamel. I really like the way
the weathering turned out. Previously I had only weathered
using dry-brushing. The airbrush adds another dimension to
my weathering. As a final weathering step all panel lines were
given a wash with thinned down black enamel.

I used the kit decals, which had the black eagle markings
for JG2. The decals laid down nice and flat, using a little
MicroSet. Before [ applied the decals I airbrushed on a couple
of coats of Future. I let the decals dry for a couple of days then
[airbrushed Polly S Flat Clear over the entire model.

The spiral on the spinner was done by painting the
spinner white, then a wedge shaped piece of Tamiya tape
was wrapped around and then I sprayed red. The under cowl
was also painted red at this point. The white
fuselage band was also painted, since I've never
had much luck getting decals to lay down and
overlap nicely around curved surfaces.

I added a foot step, the pitot tube and
several antennae, including the DF loop from
wire.

This was a fun project, and now I have a
new category in my model collection — 1/48th
scale aircraft. I'm Jooking forward to the next
one.

Andy Kellock began modeling in 1965. He
joined IPMS/Australia in 1977 and joined
SVSM in 2000. Andy’s modeling interests
include cars from the 50s, 60s and 70s as well
as aircraft from the period between World
War Il and Vietnam.



Classic Airframes 1/48th Bf-109D

Kit # 4125

By Floyd S. Werner, Jr.

The Hobbycraft kits have been around for years. They
Jooked nice hut needed a lot of work to make them “accurate”.
If you wanted to build a Bf-109B /C/D they were just about
the only thing in town, not anymore. This is the second
release from Classic Airframes of the early Jumo powered
Messerschmitts. This particular boxing can be builtas a CorD
model, both cowlings

hatches on the right side and rescribed them in the appropriate
place. This is the only fault I could find with the kit. Only a
real 109 nut would even care.

Before you offer up the cockpit to the fuselage halves, 1
recommend that you sand the fuselage at the back decking
almost to the panel line on. The canopy willhide the step there.
Now that that is done, you can dry fit the cockpit sidewalls
with the floor pan. Once you are happy just tack them in
place and you're off to the races. The cockpit canopy would

be added just before

are provided.

The Model
Clagsiec
Airframes’ Bf

109C/D kit is cast
in highly polished
grey styrene with 17
parts in grey colored
resin. Also included
are a photo-etched
fret, a three piece
clear canopy, and
clear acetate sheet.
The instructions are
well printed with a
separate sheet for
decals and painting
for four aircraft.

The instructions
are easy to
understand and
relatively simplistic.
Not that it is a bad thing. You have to decide before you begin
what parts you are going to use. There are parts that are
available in plastic or photo etch or resin. The oil cooler and
gear doors come to mind immediately. This is not a problem.
You have to figure out which looks best or which medium you
are more comfortable with.

The resin is bubble and blemish fee. Wonderful work and
smartly done.

The cockpit and fuselage

The cockpit is mostly resin, with the photo etch and acetate
being used for the instrument panel. The seatbelts are photo
otch as are the trim wheels. I assembled everything and gave
the interior a preshade of RLM 66 and then over sprayed in
RLM 02. A wash of Burnt Umber was all that was needed
to give depth to recesses. Chipping was represented with
a #2 pencil and a silver pencil. The instrument panel was
painted RLM 66 instead of the 02 that was recommended in
the instructions. 1 particularly liked that the gun sight was
already attached to the instrument panel backing plate. That
made the whole process more solid and easy to handle. The
cockpit went together real quick. I painted the seatbelts an
Apple Barrel Off white with a wash of umber. Note that the
stick is the spade type and not your typical straight handle.

I glued my fuselage halves together. 1 then filled the joint
with superglue and accelerator. 1 rescribed any panel lines that
were sanded. While I had the superglue out I filled the filler

painting.

Engine
Cowlings

You have to
choose between the
recessed  exhausts
(ala B model) or the
one with the exhaust
stacks protruding.
As 1 was doing a
D the one with the
exhaust stacks was
used. Carefully
remove the part
from the backing.
Here is a hint: the
plastic part forms
a 90 degree angle
in the corner. Take
a new hobby knife
and make sure it is
square. This will aid
the fit of the cowling. Now you can test fit and test fit some
more to get a relatively seamless fit. Make sure it is straight in
thrust line. Once you have the top cowling on the rest of the
parts attach to it. Ielected tojustuse the resin front as molded
on the cooler instead of the photo etch part. While I was in the
area I also fitted the stiffening strips and the drain line which
exits out of the bottom of the lower front cowling. This whole




process was done quickly. A testament on the quality of the
model. i

The wing and tail

Before you attach the tail I recommend that you drill out
the pitch adjustment hole which is just in front of where the
horizontals attach. The tail planes are separate which is really
nice. All you have to do is round the front off and they fit
great. Don’t forget to offset the stick. I did. The rudder is the
same way. I did not have any issues with the support struts.
You may want to tack them in place with white glue until the
horizontal tail sets up and then remove them for painting.

The wing is beautiful with a built in dihedral stiffener.
The biggest issue with the wings is the wheel wells which are
separate resin pieces. You would think just cut the casting
block off with a razor saw and sand a little bit. Not so fast.
I ended up ruining my first set this way. The part is not flat.
Grabbing a back up kit, I then used a #11 X-acto blade and
scraped away the pour block. It was real easy. Once that was
done, it was time for test fitting in the wing. Still too high. 1
couldn’t do anything more to the wheel well so I broke out the
Dremel and sanded the wing so that the wheel well would fit.
Again remember this is a limited run kit, test fit, test fit and
test fit again. Once I was happy it was just a matter of gluing
and filling as usual.

The wings are done yet. The Bf-109 has leading edge slats
and flaps that need to be added. The slats will not fit as given.
You will need to drill a hole where indicated and then the slats
will fit into the slots. Easy enough to do. The flaps are really a
non-issue. Some light sanding with them and the ailerons and
we were ready to join them to the fuselage.

The front of the wing is cleverly designed to be a part of
the fuselage. Test fit numerous times to make sure the front,
back and wing root

flat them later in the weathering process. The gloss black
would be a primer for the Alclad Airframe Aluminum prop
blades. Once the black had dried I spayed the white parts with
Tamiya Flat White.

That was all the easy part. There are a couple of pictures
of Molders standing by 6079. What can’t be agreed on is what
colors are used. The Jagdwaffe series of books says that the
top color should be a medium green over 65. I disagreed with
that interpretation. If the tone of the skin is any indication the
upper surface color would be less dark and because of this I
determined the color to be RLM 63 on the top side with 65 on
the bottom. The other source of contention is the color of the
spinner. It is decidedly lighter than the black of the exhaust
panels. According to “Condor Legion” it should have been
red in keeping with the Staffel color. Made sense to me and
would add a splash of color as well.

After the black and white dried they were masked off
and the bottom was sprayed with Tamiya Light Blue which
is a ringer for RLM 65. Once happy with the results it was
time to paint the RLM 63 (looks like 02 actually) over the
upper surface. FYI, at that stage of the war RLM 02 was an
interior anti-corrosive paint and RLM 63 was used for external
applications. The colors were so close that 02 was used and 63
was dropped eventually. An application of Alclad gloss made
the surface ready for decals.

Decals- Cutting Edge CED48264

I had three different set of decals for Molders airplane.
The Cutting Edge set (CED48264), an Aeromaster sheet (48-
459 Spanish Civil War Part 2), and an Aviation Usk one. The
Cutting Edge decals had the proper red pants on the Mickey
Mouse and the Aeromaster sheet had the pants black. I think I
detect a slight color variation on the one photo so the red pants

is correct. Once
happy just glue in
place. If you do it
correctly you will
not need any filler
on the backside. I
didn’t of course so I
had to fill, sand and
rescribe a little. Add
the oil cooler and the
cooler door and it
was time to wash the
model.

Paint

I like to wuse
Dawn dish detergent
but any  grease
cutting  detergent
will do. Wash it
with a toothbrush
and warm water and
air dry it.

Preshading was
done with Gloss
Black. While I had it
loaded I painted the
exhaust panels as
necessary. I would







