“1 got the need, the need for speed”

By Jared Bishop

I love tomcats. Why I don’t know. I think I've been
brainwashed. I have seen them everywhere. Most notably I've
seen them in Top Gun. I think that some of it has to do with
their use in Robotech. Robotech is an 80’s anime cartoon that
has jets, which look like a tomcat and transform into robots.

Gun. There also seems to be a bit of sibling rivalry between
the pilots of the F-14 and those of the FA-18.

The FA-18 was built to replace the F-14. Even though it’s
anold bird the replacement still can’t out class the Tomcat with
speed and in my opinion looks. The F-14 clocks in at Mach
2.34 while the F-18 Super Hornet maxes out at Mach 1.8+. In

Or maybe it was G.I. Joe, where a robot Skyfire is a copy from
the anime cartoon Robotech. Then there is the Television show
Jag, which also uses some footage from Top Gun. However it
got there I can’t get it out of my head. So I guess I'll build a
model of it. 17 of them to be exact. Well no, I started 17 of
them. I've only actually finished four of them. 3 1/32 Revell
and 11/48 Hasegawa. I'm working on one 1/32 Tamiya and
about 12 1/350 Tamiya tomcats for
my 1/350 Tamiya Enterprise.

From the books I've read
Tomcats have not seen much air to
air combat. Too late for Vietnam
and too old for Desert Storm. It
was however credited for 30% of
the kills while in Kosovo. It is my
understanding that in its final days
it was limited to bombing runs, and
surveillance. Now they’re off the
carriers and moving into museums
and air shows. I've talked to a few
Tomcat pilots that said they joined
the Navy because of the movie Top

Hasegawa 1/48 VF-103 Jolly Roger. This front view show off the
wonderful curves that makes this model so appealing to build.

any case the F-14 was built on the back of the F-4 Phantom
Il to replace it. In the end The Tomcat seemed to be a great
stepping stone in advancing our fighter arsenal. Taking the
advances in technology to the digital age the F-18 now takes
over where the F-14 left off. As for looks, well I believe the
smooth curves and long wings give
it a very exotic look.

I found information on 5
variations of the Tomcat. F-14A, F-
14A+, F-14B, F-14C, F-14D. In the
final days of the Tomcat there were
a few F-14Bs including VF-103 Jolly
Roger. The majority of them have
been upgraded to F-14Ds. On the F-
14A they use Twin Pratt & Whitney
TF30-P-41A  turbofan  engines.
F-14B, C & D use Twin General
Electric ~ F110-GE-400  turbofan
engines. On a kit this is the major
difference you'll see.

So on to the kits. The Tamiya
Continued on page 3
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EDITOR’S BRIEF BRIEF

Well I need more articles. I've reached an and. This issue
has been interesting in that I've written a lot with my articles.
I know that there are people out there building models. Just
write up a review or comments and e-mail them to me. I've
found that many of them only spend abouthalf of the text about
the actual model. The other half is about why thy picked the
model. Ispent time on my write up so I'm keeping this section
short. I have to say it’s been fun but a lot of work. I thoughtI
would have more that just Bill Abbott and I. Oh well I know
that there are a lot of people out there that have built armor.
I'd like to do an issue on armor.

- The Editor

These photos are from my Revel 1/32. | put it together rather quickly and
used as photo reference for a painting.

This is Teknics airframe conversion kit for F-14B. For some reason they
sent me an extra set of exhausts. | guess they don’t have much faith in
me and figured I'd mess one set up and need another.

CONTEST CALENDAR

NP S

Saturday, August 12

The Kings County Scale Model Club presents

its Second Annual Kings County Classic at the
Lemoore Civic Auditorium, 435 C. Street, Lem-
oore, California. For more information, visit their
Website at http://kcscalemodelers.com or call
Richard Horton at (559) 924-8067 or e-mail him at
rainbowwarrior24@hotmail.com.

Saturday, November 4

The Antelope Valley Group hosts Desert Classic
X Regional Meet at the Antelope Valley College,
3041 West Ave. K in Lancaster, California. For de-
tails, call Mike Valdez at (661) 256-0410 or e-mail
him at mikevaldez151@msn.com, or visit the club
website at www.avg-ipms.org.
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Left side shows the panel lines have been sprayed very dark. Right side
show the local color of the jet.

1/350 Tomcats are only really worth the time if you have a
carrier and need them for that scale. They are the F-14A but
at that scale I don’t think it is worth the time or effort to cut
off the exhaust and replace them with the upgraded engines.

When the exost is completed a seam line can still be seen. | difficult
problem I chose not to address.

I have seen someone use a laser etcher and CAD drawing to
produce beautiful models with all the panel lines. But at that
scale I think the gaps would end up to be about foot wide.

The Hasegawa is a very nice kit. The best Tomcat I've ever
built. In fact the only draw back to this kit is that it’s not a
1/32 scale kit. The panel lines are crisp. I don’t think I had
any flash to sand off. 99% of the parts fit without any problem.
About the only part to cause me grief was the fuselage to the
main body. A bit of putty, a bit of sanding and you’re done.
The kit includes some photo etched parts and metal rims for
the wheels. The main gears seem to need some extra support
or they bow out a bit. You can see this in my models. Running
some brass tubing can fix that. It does give you the option
to have the slats and flaps extended. There are some minor
errors here. Some extra hinge parts will be needed need to
make if you extend them. It is simple to fix. It does give you
the option of having the nose gear extended or compressed
for a catapult launch. I think it is the only model with this
option.

I've seen several versions of the Hasegawa kit. So you can
build the version you want out of the box. You might have
to spend the extra money on aftermarket parts or decals. For
$40 or $50 I'd say you're getting your moneys worth. One
Hasegawa drawback it the lack of armaments. I had to buy
two different sets to get what I wanted. I guess Ill have to
build some more 1/48 scale jets or trade them with others.
This kit does come with the TRAPS pod. I didn’t put that
on. Asyou may have noticed I have I have a F-14A but F-14B
markings. Yeah oh well. This brings
up aftermarket products. There are
cockpits you can order. I believe the one
included offers sufficient detail for my
skill level. Had I done a bit of planning I
would have got Hasegawa's F-14B with
VF-103 markings rather then spending
the money on Eagle Strike decals. The
decals are good overall but I had issues
with two parts. The decals on the
vertical stabilizers do not cover the area
they should. I painted the tops yellow to
cover the black. On the fuel tanks they
also did not line up quite right. A bit of
trimming fixed that. Other than that I'd
recommend Eagle Strike decals.

The Revell was a fun kit to build.
But now all I see is a model for kids. In
fact it feels kind of toy like. However its
price is right for young modelers. The
Revel you can build right out of the box.
It includes the armament you’ll need.
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Some good points are that canopy has
no seam line, unlike the Hasegawa and
Tamiya kits. Also the exhaust cans are
one part. In Hasegawa and Tamiya kits
they are split in half. So sanding is a
nightmare.

Now on to the Tamiya kits. I was
once living ignorantly in bliss until I
actually saw a Tamiya kit. ThenI could
never look at the Revel model the same
way again. I think it has taken me
several years and a lot of time to be able
to appreciate the challenge of a Tamiya
kit. The kit is... well it’s big and um
it's big. Ilove big models so let’s build
it. First we'll need to spend $50 on a
replacement cockpit form Teknic. The
one provided has flat surfaces perfect
for the decals of the instrument panels.
The decals for the Tomcat are in good
condition and I expect them to be about
the same quality as all Tamiya decals.
I'm building the F-14 B VF-103 Jolly
Roger so I'll be using Yellow Hammer
Decals another $10. This will sit next to the F-18 VFA-103 Jolly
Roger and F-4 VE-84 Jolly Roger, Well as soon as someone
builds a 1/32 F-18F Super Hornet.

If you wish to build anything other than a F-14A4, like me,
you'll need to buy Teknic’s engine replacements $45. This is
beginning to sound like a MasterCard commercial. I hope to
get to the “Priceless” part soon.

What the Tamiya kit has is a good starting point to a great
kit. With all the errors and inaccuracies I think this kit does
offer a challenge and a great reward. About half the panel
lines are raised and the other half are lowered. The good news
is they are grouped together. The wings have all lowered, and
parts of the body are raised. So on this kit I hope to lean how
to scribe panel lines. After some sanding I look at drawing,
photos and I even took a trip to the Oakland Air Museum to

| have preped these intakes for a paint job. There are 3 colors not including all the weathering.

1 think Hasegawa’s cockpit is just fine. Here | have added small sholder straps to the Pilots. After
all | woudn’t want them to lose their heads.

look at the real thing. Then I draw on the kit. I used tape
for a label maker as a ruler. It works well on flat surfaces. I
found out that you need to be careful on curved parts. And
a bunch of #11 Exacto blades. I change them often to keep a
sharp edge. I save them for later use. Just because the tip is
not sharp does not mean they are useless.

Tamiya also included support rods for the gears. This
prevents the bowing from the weight of the model. If you like
to have the gears down this is a great model to do it. There is
lots of detail on the gears, and the scale allows you to add even
more detail with little problem. They did include rubber tires
which are nice.

So with the knowledge of what a Tomcat should look like
I can’t help but take my kit and fix all the panel lines that are
raised, correct the wrong lines, replace the cockpit and the
exhaust, and add detail to every inch I can till my wife tells me
to move on.

I have found a lot of information
at www.anft.net. There is almost all
the information you’ll need. If you
want to read more about F-14 Osprey
publishes what I'd call a reference
guide US Navy F-14 Tomcat Units
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. www.
aircraftresourcecenter.com offers a
forum thatis alot of help for modeling
in general. Also DACO put out a
book on the F-14 which I heard great
things about.

Jared Bishop has been a member of
SVSM since 2005. The first model he
ever built was an SR-71 Blackbird at
age 8. He builds 1/32 and 1/48 aircraft
and 1/35 armor. He has also taken
on the challenge of building Tamiya’s
1/350 USS Enterprise.



They Wanted a Real Air Superiority Fighter

By Bill Abbott

The Grumman F-14 Tomcat is a remarkable airplane and
was a ground-breaking weapons system. It starkly showed the
advantages and problems of the military-industrial complex,
the costs and benefits of planning for the worst case rather than
the most likely case, and, of
course, nearly bankrupted
the famous company who's
last independent design it
was. And it was the star
of a major Hollywood
movie. Warming-up for
an un-winable land war in
Asia, Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara
demanded in the
early 1960s that
the Air Force and
Navy  cooperate
to purchase TFX
‘fighters” for the
disparate roles
of all-weather
strike and fleet air
defense.

“...the costs and benefits of
planning for the worst case
rather than the most likely
case, and, of course, nearly
bankrupted the famous
company...”

In theory,
the doubled
production  run

would lower cost,
increase quantities
and make up for
the less-than-
optimal match of
the basic platform
to its assigned
tasks. The General
Dynamics  F-111
that resulted ended up as a good long range, all weather,
bomber, for the U. S. Air Force and the Royal Australian Air
Force, but was never the fighter that the Navy had wanted
to replace the F-4 Phantom II. Grumman built the Navy’s F-
111B development airframes as a subcontractor to General
Dynamics, and actual carrier landings and takeoffs were made,
but nobody was much surprised when the Navy canceled their
part of the program and announced that they wanted a real
air superiority fighter. By now, Grumman engineers knew the
TF-30 engine, AWG-9 fire-control system and AIM-54 Phoenix
missile, which would have to be the basis of the new fighter,
They lost no time in re-packaging these subsystems into a
product the Navy DID want.

What the Navy wanted was a weapons system to defend
the fleetin the event of World War I1I, something to shoot down
cruise-missiles and their launchers from 100 miles away, far, far
away from the fleet. Naturally it all had to work at night and in
bad weather. Working closely with the E-2 Hawkeye Airborne
Command and Control platform, this was very futuristic in
1969, a decade or more ahead of the rest of the world’s thipking

or practice. Medium and short range missiles would also be
carried, and a gun, but eyeball to eyeball ‘hassling’ was a side
issue- no enemy should be allowed to get that close.

The resulting F-14 was big, heavy, complex, fast, hard-
hitting, very expensive and cursed with the same marginal
engines as the F-111. But the Navy intended to evolve to better
engines. Before they could get there, cost-overruns on the
original contract nearly killed Grumman, and the stink coupled
with a realistic price put the improved model beyond reach for
awhile. The Very Expensive part wasn’t helping either.

The only export sales were to the Shah of Iran, who simply
wanted the best. He didn’t get to enjoy them for long, and
even after the US Embassy hostages were released, spare parts
were an obvious problem. On the other hand, if any AIM-
54 Phoenix have been fired in anger, they were fired by the
Islamic Republic of
Iran’s Air Force.
In  service with
the US Navy for
over 30 years, the
Tomcat  missed
the shooting war
in Viet Nam, but
did cover the
final  evacuation
of U.S. personnel
when Saigon fell.
F-14s won their
first air-to-air
engagement when
two Libyan Su-
22s came at them
over international
waters in the Gulf
of Sidra. Later, two

Libyan MiG-23s

were shot down

“The resulting F-14 was t under similar
circumstances.

big, heavy, complex,
fast, hard-hitting, very
expensive...”

Tomcats operated mostly
as Combat Air Patrol (CAP)
over the fleet during the 1991
war to liberate Kuwait, in part
because the Air Force seemed to want all air to air missions
tasked to F-15s. With no air-to-ground role at that time, and
no Iraqi Air Force after the first few days, there wasn’t much
the Tomcats could do. Ironically, the range and carrying
capability of the Tomcat allowed it to become the Bombcat
late in life, carrying precision guided bombs on adaptors
mounted to the pallets originally intended for AIM-54s. With
excellent visibility and maneuverability, the F-14s operated
as close air support, fast Forward Air Controllers and long-
range, all weather strikers in Bosnia, Afghanistan and in the
2003 beginning of the present war in Iraq.

The last F-14 operational missions have been flown, and
the last F-14 squadron will stand down soon. Nobody can be
sorry they never had to do the job they were designed for. And

‘they did get to star with Kelly McGillis and Val Kilmer in Top






