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Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                          ( shameless plug: www.mickbmodeler.com ) 

 
ñ AN ECSTATIC FIRST QUARTER and THEN SOME é ò 

 

 What a busy 120 days it seems to have been. Editor is scribing this swiftly after just having two more model passages to 

enjoy, Fridayôs April SVSM and the brief chance to get a taste of two events occurring next day at GTC in San Jose in 

Midday. Having so much material for doing publications and not enough time to get it on preferred schedule is honestly a 

great ñproblemò to have as any kind of Editor/writer. As in one gaining new inspirations in resolving, adding more joy to 

taking on oneôs passions to endeavor in, happiness result in the pursuit as well as realizations. This year marks the begin 

of 18th year (oh my I may yet become a legal adult !) of my helming this Editorship in continuity, this clubôs 62nd year 

continuity. 
  

 One of the fun mechanisms that makes this all possible is illustrated here below, the concept of ñClub Contestsò hosting.  
   
The idea seems simple enough, fiendishly to execute them isnôt always so much, but thatôs how creativity, model activity 

and just plain getting crazy having some fun with your model friends gets another chance to thrive, challenge you, really ! 

February, March and April SVSM Club Contests soon be covered, GTC on left, Aaron may yet share article ! - fini mickb 
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February  SVSM Meeting ñ F is for é Finally!ò 
Photos/Text: Mick Burton     Minutes: Chris Bucholtz 

 The year of 2025 has seen Editor having to relearn what being busy truly encompasses, and some evidence of 

that has come in form of late breaking ñPOSTCARDò OSS editions. This TAMS is the second heôs managed to 

create since January, and will begin effort to give better coverage of recent past meets as they deserve. Noting 

here as well, February was our first ñregularò meet of 2025, chock full of material. I restart at minutes as thus:  
 

At the February meeting, Mike Burton provided a rundown of club contests for the year. March is the 90-Day Wonders 

contest, featuring models people received at the gift exchange in December. In April,  in memory of Cliff  Kranz, weôll 

have our brush-painted contest. In May, weôll have our Gundam contest. And in November, the contest will  be ñIn Search 

of Ancient Wonders,ò open to holiday gift exchange models received from 2018-2023. 
 

At that point, Eugenie Ray took over as president, as our slate of candidates was approved unanimously.  

 

In  Model Talké John Carrôs small-scale Joker was painted with a mix of oils and acrylics paints, and he 

made a knife blade for the figure from an aluminum soda can. The playing cards scattered on the base were 

from Verlinden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Bob Meyers applied MERDC camouflage to Takomôs 1:35 M48A5. He said the tracks on the kit took a lot of 

work, since they were single-link tracks but they were tight on the running gear. He used AK Interactive paints, 

airbrushing most of the model but applying the green border by hand. 

 



 

 

Landon Carrôs Gundams were purchased at a sale where there 

were lots of Japan-only models, including a blue and red mecha 

with a small ship included.  
 

 Landon also had a batch of 1:144 Gundams, and he said the 

Special Ops variants were harder. He added a chest plate to one of 

them to better reflect the TV show, and he used a black marker to 

pop out some of the panel lines. 

 

 Randy Ray picked up a copy of the Blitz Panther 

Ausf. G so he could participate in an on-line group 

build, and he was pleased to discover he had a pile 

of useful aftermarket parts ready to go that can be 

used on this kit. 

 

 

 Eugenie Rayôs 90-Day Wonders entry is her 

Monogram 1:48 AH-64; sheôs finishing the 

instrument panel, which was painted white, then 

black, then sanded to reveal the raised detail.  

 Sheôs also painted the rest of the interior and has 

started the figures. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Jim Prieteôs Trumpeter 1:35 VK 300H VI 

Ausf H is a project that the Germans never got 

into full  production; Jimôs added holes for the 

cooling system and heôs building a storage 

basket for his short-run panzer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Chris Bucholtz has two models in basically 

the same condition - a Special Hobby 1:72 

Spitfire F. Mk. 21 and an Airfix  Hawk 81-A-2. 
 

 The Spitfire benefitted from extra wiring and 

panel detail that came via Special Hobbyôs own 

ñaftermarketò phqtoetched sheet; Chris also 

added the oxygen tanks behind the cockpit 

bulkhead and former and stringer detail in the 

fuselage. 

 The Hawk 81-A-2 had some styrene detail added, followed by 

Quinta Studios 3D decals for the control panel and sidewall 

detail, with a photo etched seat mounted on a frame made from 

a bread bag twist-tie.  

 

 

 

Chris also had a base for his 1:20 Smilodon diorama, featuring a tree 

made using Scenic Expressô Sage Tree system 
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Chris somehow managed to leave out mention in his minutes he also had Tuskegee Airmanôs P-51 razorback 

Mustang vignette along, ñKittenò, a suitably appropriate exhibit considering February is Black History Month 
  

 Ben Pada built Eduardôs 1:48 P-51B Mustang straight from the box with the exception of some aftermarket 

exhausts, then gave it an olive drab-over-neutral gray with MRP paints. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Ben was also forced into building a version of the Spitfire V he didnôt plan on building because the Eduard 

1:48 kit has multiple options for the windscreen, which he missed until the markings had to go on. Ben used the 

Eduard decals, and was able to strip off the carrier film by lifting  the corners with a piece of tape 

 



 

 

. 

John Jewôs Tamiya KV-2 with Fruillmodelismo tracks and metal barrels for the main gun and the four machine 

guns.He found a tow cable in the spares box that worked and painted the model with Vallejo colors.  

 

 



 

 

Mike Schwarzeôs scratch-build droid RU-P2 was made using a toilet roll as the basic shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mikeôs also at work on a Hawk 

Spitfire F.22, and had two 28mm 

game pieces, a Fat Plague Demon 

and a Fat Plague Gentleman 

(distinguished by his hat).  

 

He added boils to the demons to 

hide the seams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Kent McClureôs Airfix  1:72 P-40C Warhawk is being turned into a ñwhat-ifò Vichy French plane, and he has 

the yellow sections of the plane pained and ready for their red stripes. Heôs also built a Revell Snap-Tite Star 

Wars Obi Wanôs Starfighter, but heôs blinged it out with a custom paint job to make an ñalternate universeò 

craft. 

  



 

 

Aaron Rhetta kit bashed a 

Gundam figure, using bits 

from the standard type and 

the flight type of the same 

subject, and he added a 

gatling gun in the hole in 

its front.  

 

He plans to add a cloak 

and some chains to create 

an entry for a ñMad Maxò 

contest at GTC. The left-

over parts are being kit 

bashed into another model. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Miller  is building the Entex 1:144 C-5A ñWorldôs Largest Airlinerò kit for the Airlines International 

contest, and heôs also doing an Academy 1:200 Galaxy that will  wear either Delta or Pan Am colors. Ken also 

took inspiration from the original Planet of the Apes to hunt down a very small scale Icarus on eBay for a 

potential diorama. 

  


