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fi EDITOR FEELS SOYOUNG UNTIL HE REALIZES é 0o

THREE MODEL CLUBSIN THE AREA still going strongafter all these years. This is indeed a grand hobby. Happyifersay yéall
Fremont 49 + ! Monteey Bay59 + ! SVSM 63+ !
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Somehow managing to wing it for now over 49 years...
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RECOGNTION & Congratulations
February SVSM MeetingConcludedWith unanimousE-BOARD Electian :

Eugenie Rayi President 2026/27
Chris Bucholtzi 15tVVP/Contest Director 2026/27
John Carri 2 VP
Bob Meyers 39 VP
Chris Bucholtzi Secretary
William Ferrantei Treasurer
Mick Burton 1 Editor
MARCH 2026 MEMBER’s Club Contest

HERE COMES THE SUN !

In Simplest Terms, ANY NUCLEAR WEAPON
or NUCLEAR WEAPON DELIVERY VEHICLE
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MAY WE CATCH UP HERE , NOW

(the Editor begs the question,

At the May meeting,the club wasremindedabouttheimpendingSilicon Valley ClassiconJunel4,ourc | u b 6 s
annualcontestVolunteersareeagerlysoughtandhighly appreciated contactChris Bucholtzat
bucholtzc@aol.conf you canhelpwith our event!

In modelt al k é

Kent McClured penchantor punningledto hisdioramaii J ur as s i
P o r [k shawsa28mmReapewdire boarburstingthrougha standof
WoodlandScenicdall grassthreateningsomel:72Libyansfrom
CaesaMiniatures!

(andin betweerhereandthere,Kentsentmean article on build of this work,
whichyoucannowfind in the TAMS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025-ed)

K e n alsblattlingthroughsomebad
decalsto completehis eggplaneF4U-7
Corsairin Frenchmarkingsfrom the
SuezCrisis



mailto:bucholtzc@aol.com

Mark Balderrama is makingsomededicatedoamboxesto carrythe plethoraof 1:144pre-paintedmodelshe
boughtin JapanAt the meeting he hadthreeF-15s,anAr 234, anOV-10 anda Phantom| onthetable.

ABOVE T OV-10NASA

OnLEFT1

F4EJPhantom| JASDF




ABOVE andBELOW' F-15Jsof the JASDF

RIGHT i NASA F-15with testnoseprobe,OV-10

“

ABOVE T notto beleft off list, NorthropF-5E




John Carr 6 8eamarketfindsincludeda partially-startedVIPC Imperial StarDestroyerfrom StarWarsfor $5.
He hadto rebuildmuchof thedetail,including usingcassettéapewheelsfor detailson the stern.The geometric
ballsontop of thebridgeweresourcedrom anecklacelJohnfoundatthe samefleamarket'H e @osking
forwardto weatheringhe model! He alsofounda figure of Batmanin needof a muchbettercape;Johnmade

onefrom Sculpey.Work fast,hesuggests!




Landon Carrd &:8 BandaiStormtroopefigure
wasaneasybuild, hesaid.

Landonoptedto give him thePhasdl helmet;
theearlierhelmetis alsoin thekit.

Chris Bucholtzd sonversiorof theold (56
years!)F7F3 Tigercatinto anF7F~3N hasits
wings, tails andnoseon; the nosecamefrom
CobraCompanywhile the cockpitis from Aires
andtheradarintercepto f f i coakpit\Wwas
scratchbuilt. Chrispaintedup thekit props,but
theenginesvereswappedor 3D-printedR-
2800sfrom Resin2Detail.

Chris alsocompletechis Smilodonfamily
diorama,iThe GoodMother! 6 Themom
Smilodonwasa 3D-printedmodelfrom Dino
andDog, while the cubsweremodifiedlion
cubsfoundon ShapewaysThebasewasbuilt

texture,which wassprinkledwith fine sand.ThetreewasmadeusingScenicE x p r fe S &lgreesgstem.The
S mi | o whiskedaseactualcutdowncatwhiskers!




Ben Padahashis latestTamiyal:32 F4U-1A
Corsairwell onits way, with afully plumbedand
wired engineanda paintschemeamadewith AK
InteractiveandMRP paints.

He alsousedMRP paintson his Eduardl1:48
Spitfire MK. V, towhichh e é&ddedsome
weatheringusinga pencilon someof the panels.

He startedhis 1:48J2M3 Raidenfrom Tamiyaway back
in 1997,andh e finally gotit finishedwith a coatof SNJ
naturalmetalpaint,with ModelMastempaintsfor the
accents.

Randy Ray6 groupbuild Pantheiis nowjustaPanthembuild - buth e finshedtheturret,andopenedhehole
in themantleto acceptan Aber barrel.
He alsomadea numberof racksfrom .020brass
rod to hangsparetracks,which wereextrain the
Quick Trackssetheusedforthev e hi c| e 6 s
runninggeatr.

Greg Plummer hasthreel:72planesunderway.




H e @ataFujimi ASM2 onits wheelswhich hesaysis not
abadkit; hedrilled outthep i | seatlighgeningholesand
addedwingtip lights.

He saysthe TamiyaA6M2b is a beautifulkit; hedrilled out
thisk i seataswell, andaddedpaperseatbeltsandan
ignition harnesdor the Sakaeradialengine.

H e @lsomakingprogresonEd u a r
1:72 Avia S-199,whichis anicekit but
whosedecalsbetrayechim.

H e doskingfor areplacemensheet.

Laramie Wright is buildingT a mi yrustposd
Panzeilll AusfL; h e é&ddedanewmetalbarrel
andtakencareof all the exteriordetail.

H e @lsoworkingonaTamiyaKV-11941;hesaysit fights tight andsquareandis abit morerefinedthan

Tr ump &t e




Speakingof Trumpeter Bob Meyers
tackledthatc o mp a2by9Mistaselt
propelledhowitzerin 1:35box-stock,but
gavethemodela busycamouflagdinish
usingAK Interactiveand Tamiyapaints.

Now thereareno minutes takenfor theone
modelbelow,andall | hadin my own note
wasthatthis wasmodelby Ron Wergin.

| thinki tad/82ndscaleBf-109,notsure

And the Model of the Month goestoé Chris Bucholtz for his Smilodonfamily diorama, Technique Model
of the Month wentto John Carr, for his SculpeyCapedBatman No extrashotshere asyou canfind betterin
thetraditionalstyle MOM shotsfor themin the OSSJUNE/JULY 2025issue

Our club contestwasall aboutGundamsandGunpla!
And asfor that,i t afremdycoveredwell in TAMS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025 sogo checkit out-mb




JUNE SOON AS EDITOR COULBCATCH UP HEREIS NOW
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(the Editor bemsto recallhehas so few picturesto usediseh e was pr esi di mg at rdastits)s

AttheJuneme et i Wedatlare-capof the Silicon Valley Classic which wasvery successfulWe had423
entriesfrom 109 entrantsthe showwasprofitable,andit setsusup for nexty e aaveéntWell doneto all the
volunteersvho madethe eventsuchasuccess!

J u | meétimgwill featureouri J W aatp a rclebscanteéstfor Japanessubjects.
In modelt al k é

Chris Bucholtz completesis Monograml:72F7F3N Tigercatconversionalittle behindscheduldor its
planneddisplaybut donenonetheless!

Chrisusedthe CobraCompanyconversiorfor the
nose scratchbuilt theradaro p e r aackpit, sed
anAires setfor thep i | aotk@ditéwith ascratch |
built instrumentpanel becauséelosttheoriginal
one!),a Quickboos$ Mk. 8 gunsight,Starfighter
D e c adsiswiheelwells,andResin2DetaiBD-
printedengines.

Otherwisejt wasbuilt out of thebox (yuk, yuk!).
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Chrisis now working on his SpecialHobby/Xtrakit

Spitfire F. Mk.

which hasanindifferentfit but

21

cleansup with alittle work




Lou Orselli brokethreecarsoff hisii s hafd d o andput
lovely finishesonthemd ayellow 6 3FbrdthatLou said
remindedhim of JohnMi | naanin@®mericanGraffiti, aglossy
black1932Ford,andasecond 3Fdrdfinishedin ametallicblue
color.

DaveBalderrama is working on aHasegawd.:200
737thathewonin araffle; h e éssgDraw Decals
markingsto makeit partof thefleetthatshuttles
personnebutto Area51.




Mark Balderrama is tacklinga 3D-printed1:72renditionof the stealthresearchaircraft Tacit Blue, whichis
provingto be a sandingworkoutthanksto the manyresiduallinesleft by the printing process.

~ He @lsoatwork onanairfield displayin 1/144, whichwill includea
modernfi a | hangam with abluec a m 851 T-33A Lockheedand

two helicoptersvhoseidentity eludesme.All in JASDFservice



Ron Wergin did abangupjob onAirf i 19Gs
vintageBf 109F,puttinga busycamouflagescheme
onit.

H e @lsoknockedouta PzKfw. Il AusfL Luchs
reconnaissandankfrom the 1:351CM kit; in this
caseRond i dha@to raid his Prieseffigures,
becausehekit figure wasquite good.

Max Balderrama combinesscalemodeling
with his RC hobby:;his constantlymodified RC
truck now wearsthe body of a snaptite kit he
receivedn aMake-and Takeeventyearsago,
with thewheelopeningswidenedto handlethe
travelof thet r u sukp@rsion.

Frank Babbit addedsomeresinquilting to therearof the
cockpitof R 0 d el48QV-1A Mohawk, butheadmitshe
still hasalot of work to do to the cockpitof thebug-eyed
bird.




Kent McClure would not makehis ancientBig ZenGundam
possiblein thefuture;h e fixed thelegsin placeandaffixed
themodelto abasen a standingposition.

His GundamRX 75 guntankis alsogoingon abase put his
Zeongzerogravity Gundammaytakesomeextrathoughtfor
abased becausef theenvironmenin whichit worked,it
hasnolegs!
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Kentalsohadtwo of whatBandaicallsfi 3-fdinute
Si s t batjusttheiorsoof onerequiredthreeor
four hoursof work to gettogether.




Mike S ¢ h w a menagér@ncludedtwo ReapemMiniaturesMouslings,aWizardandaBeekeeperbothwith
washlayeringadded;a Whiz Kids Nolzur'sMiniaturesNalfeeshe®emont h abeedssrippedof primerand
paintlayerswith EasyOff ovencleanersoMike canrepairsomeseamsandjoints; Whiz Kids Nolzur's
MiniaturesBeholdervVariant,Banderhoblfgoblin),andMarid (WaterGenie) all of which havebeenhand
primed aPuppetdVar FatPlagueDemont h ahtida few morelayersof dry-brushingadded anda oFat
Gentleman'Demont h ahtda dry-brushingoverwhite primerthusfar; a 1:72 Hawk Spitfire Mk. 22 with an
orangehighlightaddedo the"Meteor" effectfor aracingSpitfire; the TestorsMiG-31 cockpit whose
controls/switchesindinterior painting/detailings continuing;anda 1:144BandaiGundamin authentic
Japanestankcolorswhichwill bepartof aWWII/Vietnam inspiredjunglescene



