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And with the
inestimable article
assistance of Kent
We will see how these
Iwo pictures
Inevitably link

Plus some updates on events

| Let's see on page 3 ...
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fi EDITOR TRYING TO TUNE TAMS YET MAKE DEADL INE 0
Just minutes left before @& the withing hour here having gotten®percentompletedn an Xmasmiracle of itsown.

HERE YOU GOi Thesegentle generous and PROLIFIGdelers in our midst deserve a shout out in an issue that may
be just aboufispot o as to be on theamefivibed. Aaron Rhetta, hidrother Adam, arewo keymembersf this GTC
modelclub and &o contributig menbers forseveral yeas nav too with usand the Fremont Hornettubs. | thak Dad
Rhetta br getting them into ourommunity as wellThe avner & proprietorof GTC, Emilio, isalso part of myhanks in

this posthe has been very supportiveafr model commnities as well, tryt all good people. SOHANK YOU !l

R’? Scan here to follow
&
us on Instagram!!!

Scan here to Join
us on Discord!!!

Come build with us at GTC (Gifts Toys
Collectables) store at 18 South 8" St San Jose
CA, 95112 on occasional Saturdays at
12:00pm!!!

MY WISH for BEST DAYS AHEAD FOR ALL OF YOU OUT THEREi MODEL On Live On ités GAME ON !

- fini mickb
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History of

Gundam
In

Modelling

Text: Kent McClure Photos: Kent McClure, Mick Burton

Okay, donodot bl ame me for this. Bl ame Mi ck. He

Simply put, it is a Japanese science fiction franchise that deals with giant rqlasts @ more commonly
called MECHA. To get an understanding of just what is Gundam, you need to understand the history of the
source material. Gundam began in 197ril to be precise

It was created by Hajame Yatate and a revolving group of Sunrise animators in Japan that went under the
pseudonynof Yoshiyuki Tomino. The premise behind the series is giant robots called mobile suits in a

militaristic setting of some sort. T h ei basediafter n a |
the robotés gun. l'ts primary target demographic

The Gundams were usually depicted as prototype or limited run types that had higher capabilities than the ir
produced units. They were usually large, bipedal, humanoid vehicles that were usually controlled by a huma
pilot located in its cockpit (generally located in the head)

The original antagoni st §the HarthtFéderatisneandithe Brincipality ef Zéomw o

The franchise has spawned over 50 TV series, flms and OVAs (Original Video Animation) plus manga,
novels, video games and a whole industry of plastic model kits known as Gunpla. (This specific industry mak
up 90% of the Japanese character plastbdel market.)

(@)}

|l never saw the entire ori
original 197006s style of a
character (15 years old).

But got hooked by the 1991 OVA Mobile Suit Gundam 0083:
Stardust Memonyl. found the characters more realistic and the
vehicle designs more to my liking.

f

Enough of the general background info; now on to the
modeling aspect of this article.

Originally, the first Gundam products were produced as toys by
Japanese company Clover diké the original show, were not too apt

successful a7

Bandai Co. btained the rights to produce plastic model kits that
needed to be assembled.

The first kit produced was a 1/100 scale NG-RXin 1980 and
featured a removable core fighter that had a folding nose to allow
for docking.

(suspiciously similar to




Looking at photos of the Gundam kits produced in the 1980s, they seemed to be split between mechas and
various spacecraft/flying vehicle designs. These kits seem to be evenly split between units of the Federation
and Zeori with most of the spacecraft appearing to be Zeon. In order to provide better articulation in their kit:
Bandai introduced the use of soft plastic caps (
line introduced snafit models that required little or no glue to assemble. By 1988, all kits would use snap fit
to assemble.

In 1990, Bandai created a grade system and introducedilgeiiGrade (HG) line. This line would add more
detail and articulation to the models even though they were in onlylébade. In 1993, Bandai introduced a
uniform set of polycap joints for their smaller scale models. These models shared the same basic skeletal
frame and allowed for easier mass production.

In 1995, theMaster Grade (MG) line was introduced. This line
was in 1/100 scale, had more parts, better detail and |mproved
articulation of the joints.
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In 1998, thePerfect Grade (PG)line was introduced. These kits were in 118@ale, featured extensive details
and articulati on. This |ine also featured dligh
skeletal system allowed exterior panels to be added on. (This element would sometimes show up in lower gr
kits, but usually in limited form). The PG line typically was one of the most expensive lines. As a result, only
select few mobile suits have been released in this line.

(note theexanple | chose tdll ustrateKents pointaboutPG lineé has ahalf pagemore of bullet item$

PG Unleashed 1/60 RX-78-2
Gundam

$284.99

e Beam rifle

¢ Beam saber (x2)
* LED beam saber
¢ Shield

e Core fighter

e RBG 2-lamp LED

¢ Interchangeable hands, left and right (x4

each)

e Figure (x4) (Amuro standing x]1, sitting X2; Seira

standing)
¢ Metal parts for vernier (x2)

* Metal parts for Vulcan (x2)

e Saber assembly auxiliary jig



Nineteen ninety ninewas the 28 anniversary of the franchise, and Bandai released
1/144 First Grade (FG) These kits were of mobile suits from the original Gundam
series. They were marketed as budget models and were snap fit kits. These kits
featured the simplicity of the original models, but had more modern designs based or
the corresponding®G Kkits.

The 2000sdawned with the introduction of tHg¢144" non-graded (NG)line.

These were models based on designs from the series Mobile Suit Gundam SEED an
utilized a different design philosophy. These kits were still snap fit and featured
color molding, but omitted major joints. Typically, the neck, hips, shoulders and feet
were the parts that retained mobility. Again, this series was considered to be budget
models and featured nearly every machine used in the series.

Bandai also produced some 1/{Gzale
NG kits from the Mobile Suit Gundam SEED series.

| t was in this decade that

KATSUKlGUNDAM :

V¥ OOWASHIPACK/SHIRANUIPACK
e . FULLSET \¥»

In 2010, Bandai released a 1/48cale kit of the RX78-2. Sometimes referred to as a Mega Model, this was
part of t h®&anfiveraanyc This kitdeatsred 3pdue gates that were thin enough that sprue cutters ¢
a hobby knife was not needed to separate the parts.
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Twenty ten also saw t hel/l44esaate " ¥iB ampd a i d=ellease
Real Grade (RG)line. This line was release to bring some of the N o &

design elements from the MG line down to improve the HG line. G
such design element was the adoption of the inner skeletal frame.
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Also released in 2010, was thH& Universal Century (HGUC) line andsuper deformed (SDXits molded

PMY.N03 'THE-

entirely of recycled sprues.

JUPITORIS, =% MOBILE SUIT
Bandai next released tlntry Grade (EG) line in e o
2011as a low cost series similar to the 1/144 NG ancdjiiessy ",
FG lines.. This line was sold only in parts of Asia, a ‘ e 75
the kits were molded in China.
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XXXG-OIW
WING GUNDAM

More successful was the introduction of fdvanced Grade (AG)that focused on %5
the arrangement of its colored parts. The degree of articulation was sacrificed as a¢
result. ’

t he arcadei mopame A Gage

In 2019, anon-Gundam linek n o w n30 klisuteabelsd was i ntroduced. Thi s
build, highly customizable model Kits.

This label consists of 4 basic lines: 30 Minute Mission (2019), 30 Minute Siga62%), 30 Minute Fantasy
(2024) and 30 Mhute Preference (2025).

As stated, this line does not focus on Gundams, but rather the focus is on other forms of mechas.
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Gundam Epiloque |

As with every franchise, there are good points and bad points. So, it is with the Gundam franchise. The goc
is that Bandai heavily supports the franchise. Like | said earlier, Gundam makes up 90% of all of the Japane
character plasti c -bilouYehindosay (By2022 the dnuél eeveaue ofi thé Gundam
franchise (all items) reached 101.7 billion Yen per year of which 44.2 billion Yen was the retail sales of toys
and hobby items. That means Bandai is constant issuingldetg new Kkits, old kits with new decals, old kits

with more parts, old kits in new boxes (they even went back to some of their early kitsraledised them in

new boxes). They also continue to come up with new methods to improve the jroduttolored plastic on

the same sprue, improved articulation, smaller gates, new lines. Bandai is using the franchise to explore way
to make model building easier and for everyone.

Now, for the Abadodo points. Letdbs say that you w
Which timeline? Thatdéds right timelines. Mul ti p
various series. Listing them off: Universal Century (UC), Future Century, After Colony/Mars Century, After
War, Correct Century, Cosmic Era (CE), Anno Domino, Advanced Generation (AG), Regild Century, Post
Disaster, Ad Stella, and Tenpou Era. And to make things worse, UC has an alternative Universal Century (
GQuuuuuuX) attached to it. And not all of the timelines share the same Gundams. Or the same characters,
times, events, etc. Makes it rather hard to focus.

So, |l etdés say that you decide that you want, to
each of every kit. Well, you better plan to win the lottery or marry into an extremely wealthy family. Doing a
guick search for Afull ki ttd®9 dn sttheodgsSodl dathasa

One other bad point is that Bandai Namco Holdings fully owns the Gundam franchise. That means you have
only one source to go to, and if that source i s
that some of the items are for the Japanese market only. There are bootleg Chinese kits of gunpla items, bu
back in 2010 two Chinese manufacturers were sued for manufacturing and selling counterfeit Gunpla kits.

Bandai seriously guards their rights to the franchise. That is not to say that there are no other model kits of
mecha types. In fact, there are plenty to choose from. Everything from Sci Fi to police units to fantasy types
and even steampunk variants. But they cannot be referred to as Gundams.

One further aside, but this does not have to do with modelling of Gundams. Rather this has to do with if you
actually want to watch the anime.

As with any long running series, be prepared for storylinasrun the gamut of good to bad. Plots can get
recycled by changing out the main characters for a new bunch of pilots, but sometimes there is just so much
angst you can take. Why do so many of the Gundam series have teen a6 geafold combatants?

Also, be prepared for a possible fusion of genres, usually based on what is currently popular in the industry.

For example, one of the big plot themes that was
Pokemon, where the participants are trying to win some big tournament. Could you fuse gundams with
tournament fightingWell, they did just that with Mobile Fighter G Gundavfou just have to see it to believe

it. Or take a look at Gundam GQuuuuuuX. It has illegal Gundam fights as one of its plot points.

Or the Gundam Build Fighters series.




Gundam Epilogue II: 2025 Gundam New Tool Kits

High Grade
MWS-1905 1G (HG Universal Century Double Fake Under the Gundam) 1/144
MS-06-SSP Police Zaku (Gundam GQuuuuuuX) 1/144
gMS-(omega) (Gundam GQuuuuuuX) 1/144
Z6Gok (Gundam Seed Freedom) 1/144
MRX-010 Psycho Gundam Mk Il (HGUC Zeta Gundam) 1/144
RX-78F 00 High Mobility Type 1/144
Desultor (The Witch from Mercury) 1/144
Master Grade
ASW-G-XX Gundam Vidar (Iron Blooded Orphans) 1/100
Real Grade
Burning Gundam Hyper Mode (Mobile Fighter G Gundam) 1/100
Super Deformed (SD)
GF Gundam Astraea Type B none
Captain QAN[T] GF none
Master Grade Super Deformed
ASW-G-08 Gundam Barbados (Iron Blooded Orphans) none
Figure Rise Standard
Ple Two (Mobile Suit Gundam ZZz) none
Entry Grade
MBF-02 Strike Gundam 1/144
To Be Released in 2025
Real Grade Shining Gundam (Mobile Fighter G Gundam) 1/144
Wing Gundam Zero (Gundam Wing) 1/144
High Grade: Light Cannon (Gundam GQuuuuuuX) 1/144
Red Gundam (Gundam GQuuuuuuX) 1/144
Super DeformedGundam Superior Define No 1 none
Gundam Aeriol none
Figure Rise Standartlyaan
Amate Yuzuriha none
None

Gundam Epilogue Ill: Tool Sets, Difference Between Old School vs. New School

Tools needed for Old school kiisKey elements here are Glue, Files (for heavy duty
sanding) and Hammer (I 611 |l eave that on

New School_much simpler
Just knife, Nippers and Files

- kent fini




NOW THEN, WE LOOK AT CLUB CONTH3ATYof

Which | will remind you of what it was before we bring on the Minutes, with the clip below!

JULY 2025 Editor’s Club Contest
In Recognition of SVSM 62"! Anniversary

“J is for JUST JAPANESE ”

Another Easy Alphabet Challenge Contest

Premise: Auto, Air, Maritime, Manga and Anime are of course easy choices to
find material to compete here. Mild restrictions applied however.

While a goodly number of great subjects are molded, offered by Japanese model
companies in the past and on through to today, that basis alone won’t work here

Sorry, yes the splendid Tamiya aircraft, armor and auto models for non Japanese
subjects are not eligible for this event, which also applies to Hasegawa, Bandai,
FineMolds, etc items.

If however, one were to say depict an actual captured aircraft, armor vehicle, etc
that was thusly employed by Japan, that would be perfectly okay and wouldn’t
as well be penalized if the kit(s) used were not Japanese.

This also would be acceptable in cases where Hypothetical or madly fantastical
fictional premise was employed for your entry subject, so give it some thought.

Gundam subjects may end up as a separate subset for judgement as very likely
an abundance could be competing as they neatly fit theme here unquestionably

CASH PRIZES GIVEN -REALLY

PhotosiText Mick Burton
Minutes: Chris Bucholtz

(Editor will cover the regular
meeting of July in later issue)

The club contestin July was
Just Japanese.




The Field Of Battle As It Finally Filled Out

Frank Babbitt addedsomedetailtothecockpitofHa s e g a
1:48 Shindenpusheftfighter, andhefinishedit with Gunzepaints.

Frankalsohada Tamiyal:48N1K1
Kyofu, thefighter floatplanethat
gaveriseto theN1K1-JandN1K2-J
Shidenfighters;aManial:72Ki-15
fi B a bbesodnaissangalane(oneof

. only afew typesto beusedby both
theJapanes&rmy andNavyin
WWII), and,appropriatelyan Otaki
1:48Ki-84f F r abuik straight
from the box.

Mike S ¢ h w a supard@fermecodzillafigure waspaintedusinganthracitegray as
thebase Thisfigure is basedn Godzillavs SpaceGodzilla




Mike did researctinto the original Japaneseolors,and
usedsomeof thoseauthentidonesto finish his RX78-Z

original Gundamto matchthe original series.,

Jim Priete finishedhis underconstructiorHasegawa
1:72E13A1RA J a &sthéNo. 2 scoutfrom the cruiser
Tonefor the2017Midway modeldisplayaboardhe

USSHornet.

Jimalsobuilt H a s e g &itvobtlée sonjecturalShindenjet,
finishingin flight usingmarkingspillagedfrom a 1:32Ki-61,
andan Otaki 1:24kit of the Toyota2000GTracedby Shelby

Racingin 1960.




JimaddedMV lensedo replicatethe batteryof lights on his Hasegawd .24 FairladyZ rally car; he saysthekit is
beautifulout of the box.

EDGAR HERRMANN
N t

N=R = a5 :
HANS SCHULLER EINISSAN MOTORS




Mark Balderrama broughtin avastarrayof pre-built Micro MachinesJapaneseodelshe boughtwhile in Japarearlier
thisyear,andhealsoshowedoff a1:1821stCenturyToysA6M2 thath e $trppedof its markingsandis weatheringt to
showoff the primerandnaturalmetalonthefuselage.

H e @imingto finishit asanATAIU capturednachine.

ATAIU = Allied Technical Air
Intelligence Unit. SEA wasoneof four
suchunits in Pacific Theatre =

This RAF shotfrom 1945will give
cluewhat Ma r kaingg for é




Landon Carr enteredwith
his RedandGreenGundams,

Landonreceivedhered
modelasa gift from hisdad,
andhe built thegreenone
duringavacationto Hawaii.

Theredmo d ejdints were
pre-built, butthearmswerea
little difficult to assemble




Chris Bucholtz hada FineMolds1:72 A6M2b Zero,which wassoldin two sectionswith a Japanesenodelingmagazine.
Thekit wasthebesth e éverbuilt, hesaid,andhefinishedit asthe planelyozo Fujitaflew from Akagi atthe Battle of
Midway.




Chrisalsohadtwo Aoshimafi G e o r anB1K1-XaShidenwhich wasfoundabandonedh the Philippines,andan
N1K2-J Shidenkai asflown by 63-victory aceShoichiSugitawith the 343rdKokutaiin 1945.

Both kits werepurchasedhe same
nightat D&J Hobbies;theN1K1-Ja
wasbuilt in 2000,andthe N1K2-J
wasbuilt in 2023!

N1K1 = mid wing

N1K2 = low wing




DaveBalderrama finishedthe Hawk 1:48MXY7 Ohka
modelat the lastminuteafter battlingthe badly-fitting flying
bomb.

He saidthe modelis very basic,but he did notfit the older
e d i t dlearredflamesto therocketnozzles!




Andthewinnerswe r e e
In fifth place,with aHawk 1:48MXY7 Ohka,wasDave Balderrama.

In fourth place,with his RedandGreenGundamswasLandon Catrr ..

In third place,with his 1:72 Japanes#lavy fighter collection,wasChris Bucholtz.
In secondplace,with his Hasegawd.:24 FairladyZ rally car,wasJim Priete!

And in first place with his RX78-Z original GundamwasMike Schwarzé

Well again as Editor& Club Contest Sponsor for thisiidsummergig, my apologies for the late arrival dfie
Just Japanesenews coverageANOTHER LOVELY TURNOUTTHANK YOU for getting into the spirit
Coverage of rest aJULY 2025 will come soon in another issumb

FOR NOW | THINK A PROPER WINNERS GALLERY IS CALLED FOR, NO ?



fiJ is for JUST JAPANESEO JULY SVSM Club Contest

FIFTH PLACET MXY 7 OHKA in 1/48th
DAVID BALDERRAMA




A is for JUST JABMQUB Sditesd JULY

FOURTH PLACET

RED & GREEN GUNDAMS

LANDON CARR



A is for JUST JANBWMQUB Sditesd J ULY
THIRD PLACET JNAF FIGHTER COLLECTION

CHRIS BUCHOLTZ




