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Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                          ( shameless plug: www.mickbmodeler.com ) 

 
ñ  EDITOR FINISHED TH REE HEADED MONSTER to MA IL  ò   

     
 I had plans last issue to ruminate on ñ To BuildFest or Not To Buildfest, Not Really A Question ò here. This plan now in 

effect as again happily I managed to successfully shoe horn ALL the news I have on hand to three near simultaneous pubs  

 The OSS (Original Styrene Sheet) opened the floodgate with flag to notify that two other issues identified on cover were 

to get the entire February 2026 club news package delivered nearly same time, only a month off a normal schedule for me 

 The April OSS didnôt have enough space to spell out clearly and succinctly itôs other primary role was to get the SVSM 

Presidentôs Themes integrated into these publications so dovetail with her handy printed calendar she has at the meetings 

PLUS focus directly singular attention on only APRIL and MAY Club Contests, APRIL only Model Related Events and a 

notice about our first official ñ invitational buildfest ò coming 4th Monday of April, at The PLEX. The editorial is in part 

to spur perhaps additional interest in that particular event, but itôs a topic I have engaged many a time in the past few also 

ñ The Invitational ñ header to this buildfest by the way, is intentional and deliberate language. We do get insurance cover 

for IPMS Chapter hosted events like our regular meetings, contests, public outreach efforts, etc. There are limits and some 

specific hard rails that have to be maintained in order to have and keep this incredibly necessary envelope in force. So, as 

SVSM is essentially teaming up with The PLEX as the two hosting entities, with SVSM the public face, we are asking if 

you would be participating (which we wholeheartedly encourage you to do just that) that you invite others to come to it if 

they arenôt regular members of our community, as long as youôre willing to claim them as your guests, and be there too.   

 We are directly inviting members of IPMS/Fremont Hornets who arenôt already ñdual passporters ñ (in both clubs) along 

with CFMC/GTC regulars, as they are known to some of us. We have essentially room for 25 to 40 to fit in room with the 

tables, but we canôt be policing everyoneôs behavior and our being responsible guests of  The PLEX is only way we can 

continue to take advantage of this incredible affordable opportunity to have a monthly buildfest that many can attend. 

 Now after all my longwinded belaboring, you may ask why the hell would I or anyone want to go, show up, invite any to 

this and what the hell is idea of a ñbuildfestò anyways? 

 Glad I asked myself that too.  

 In short, ñbuild festò is a social modelling gathering of several sizes and complexities of whatôs on offer or allowed to be 

doing, at a designated locale. For years, several of us have gathered at friendôs houses for the day, the weekend, some at 

weeknights, sometimes lazy Saturday afternoons with ñthe game or the race onò at a table or tables and shoot breeze as we 

build models or more likely, bits of one or many weôre tackling. We have also done it informally at meetings of some of 

our clubs, although the general trend has ended up you have a meeting in traditional ñmodel talk/business/show & tell, or 

sellò format either every other month with ñbuildfestò the other months or a second meeting same month as those who are 

vehemently opposed to attending one or the other ñ only format ñ arenôt left out which benefits no one especially a club. 

 Why do it at other than someoneôs home? Because then no one has to try to deal with all the complications, headaches, 

plus finding parking for any and all, for one. Two, you can try making a regular scheduled occurrence and then is easy to 

find the locale, trust that itôs expected some will show, so others may trust they can too with chance to see old/new friends    

 Of course, no other distractions, obligations, worries as youôre there to have model fun with like minded folk. Thank you.  

 Hope to see some of you from all three groups at our first official SVSM Buildfest at The PLEX on April 27  -mb  

.================================================================================= 
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 Frank Babbittôs entry was the Lockheed XF-90 in 1:72, built from the Anigrand kit; this was supposed to be a 

penetration fighter, and was the first American jet with an afterburner, but it was doomed by a terrible engine 

(although Blackhawk flew them, so how bad could they have been?). 



 

 

Clarence Choi had a couple of discarded armor projects, his Tiger III  build from the Amusing Models kit in 

1:35, and his Panther III,  finished in red primer. 

 

 

 Mick  Burton  had a whole cadre 

of questionable aircraft, starting 

with the Bell XP-77, a lightweight 

fighter design made from non-

strategic materials (including the 

dreadful Ranger V-770 engine) 

 

To make it doubly dubious, Mick 

built it from the odious 1:72 12 

Squared kit!  

 



 

 

 

Next was his rendition of the Rareplanes 1:72 Fisher XP-75 Eagle, a design for a penetration fighter from 

various divisions of General Motors. The Eagle proved too big, too complex and too expensive and its 

performance was disappointing as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 The XP-54 Swoose was a product of the USAAFôs request 

for a pusher fighter  (which also produced the Northrop 

XP-56 Black Bullet and the Curtiss XP-55 Ascender); it was doomed by poor performance from its Lycoming 

XH-2479 engine. Mike used the Planet Models resin kit for his Swoose. 

 

 

 

 

Next on the hit parade (with ñhitò missing an ñsò) was the XP-47H, a Thunderbolt variant with a Chrysler XIV -

2220 160-cylinder hemi engine, which was extremely complex and offered little benefit over the P-47ôs R-2800 

engine.  

 

Mikeôs shark-nosed Thunderbolt came 

from the MPM kit. 

 



 

 

 

Mike also beat a McDonnell XP-67 Moonbat into shape, depicting the aerodynamically-advanced aircraft as it 

appeared before its fatal fire on Sept. 6, 1944 during testing of its Continental XI-1430 engines. (Vac form kit) 

 

 

 

 Mark  Schynert grafted a Maintrack Resin fuselage  

to Typhoon parts from Aviation Use to create a 1:72 

Hawker Tornado, which was powered by the Vulture 

engine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He combined a Falcon vacuformed conversion with parts from Hellerôs Tempest Mk. V to build a Tempest Mk. 

I, another Vulture-powered aircraft that Hawker couldnôt get right until about the time the Vulture was 

cancelled!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Wergin made an attractive model out of Italeriôs 1:72 kit of the very unattractive X-32. The Boeing-built 

beast lost out in the competition with the F-35 because of its STOL problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Greg Plummer built Revell of Germanyôs 1:144 Mikoyan ñBerkutò experimental fighter, which was largely 

made of composite materials, making it too expensive for production. 
 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jim Priete added intakes and a compressor face to Machôs 2ôs 1:72 X-3 Stiletto, and replaced the landing gear. 

Jim battled with the clear parts of the model, which depicts a supersonic research plane that was unable to break 

the sound barrier. All  was not wasted - the X-3 helped expose how Whitcombôs area rule could help future 

fighters go supersonic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quite a tale with his X-4 Bantam. He was working on the 12-Squared kit, which was awful, but then MPM 

came out with an X-4. Sadly, Jim discovered it was a knock-off of the 12-Squared kit!   

 
  
 
 

 Chris Bucholtz with this 1:72 Northrop JB-1 Bat.  

 

 Chris used the Muroc Models kit to replicate the 

manned glider used to prove the aerodynamics of the 

JB-1 jet-powered bomb, tested from September to 

December, 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Bill  Ferrante built the DML YF-23 Black Widow, a 1:72 kit of the losing competitor to the F-22. Billôs first 

kit had two upper halves and no bottom halves. His second kit had two lower halves and no upper halves!  

 

Bill  tackled a Heller Heinkel He 112, a fighter that was aced out by the Bf 109.  



 

 

 

 

 Heinkel incorporated the lessons learned from 

that defeat to the advanced He 100, but it never 

made it into service, serving mostly as a 

ñpropaganda fighterò with various markings in 

newsreels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bob Meyersô FV4005 in 1:35 was built from the Amusing Hobby kit. It depicts a tank in development from the 

late 1940s until 1957 that carried the largest gun in history. It also had very thin armor on the turret and so was 

eventually cancelled.  

 Bob built another Amusing Hobby kit, with this 

fictitious E-100 alternative to the Maus super-

heavy tank, which featured a 150mm gun and a 

coaxial 75mm gun, with 30mm anti-aircraft 

armament.  



 

 

Bob painted it in fictitious and expeditious late-war scheme featuring plenty of red primer on the hull. 

 

 

Bob also finished a HobbyBoss F4F-3S ñWildcatfish,ò a fighter on floats, in 1:48 scale. The floats degraded its 

performance, and the carrier war proved that float fighters were not needed. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


