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ACTUAL COVERAGE of TWO APRIL Club Contests !  

OKAY, TO BE FAIR, COMPLETELY ACCURATE ï March & April contests done in April 
Minutes: Chris Bucholtz     Photos/Text : Mick  Burton    Contest Sponsors: Mark  Balderrama, Eugenie Ray 

Thanks to the splendid lack of support as in no advance warning from the Powers That Be at Milpitas CC, 

after a few days of roundabout messaging we were left with no viable days for March meeting there soé 

Continues on page 3 
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Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                          ( shameless plug: www.mickbmodeler.com ) 

 
ñ  EDITOR SALUTES OUR NEW R-9 COORDINATOR  ò   

     
 I had again no exact plans how to wrap up this issue to finally have all my recent news for most part caught up again, as it 

it turned out this third of three to complete April news got finished just following the SVSM meet it was to coincide with   

 Be that as it may, I suddenly realized I had not made sure to congratulate Mr Ernie Gee here on his being knighted with 

the Region Nine IPMS Coordinator post officially by IPMS-Fed, succeeding Chris Bucholtz after his many years at post. 

CONGRATULATIONS ERNIE and THANK YOU CHRIS !  

Below is not an editorial comment on any of that,but it is something we three share a laugh over on a common thread 

This is actual prototype of an award that seriously I wish I had a viable contender for, that Ernie has refined for the 

upcoming Fresno Scale Modelers Contest/Show in conjunction with Castle Air Museum, for ñBest Crappy Modelò 

Chris has actually gotten a Skyraider that flew the 2nd known instance of a ñtoilet bombò in combat (during Vietnam) in 

model form, which echoed one Korean War A-1 delivery, all of which helped inspire this award format. Ernie is a genius 

for going ahead with this award in my estimate, Iôm looking forward to the May 23 event where it gets inaugural delivery. 

Ernie, Chris and I have all directed local contests before, know what pleasure and peril they can provide one doing them 

Hats off to you all for tending to model fires, may the best models continue to leave your benches to be shared eh ! -mb  
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March Now an APRIL 2026 Memberôs  

Club Contest 
 

HERE COMES THE SUN !  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  Simplest Terms, ANY NUCLEAR WEAPON 

 or NUCLEAR WEAPON DELIVERY VEHICLE  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRINGING  NEW DEFINITION  to the COLD WAR TERM  ñMADò = March into April  Delayed construction 

 

SUN SHINE 

INDEED 
 

Minutes: Chris Bucholtz    

 

  Photos/Text : Mick  Burton  

 

Contest Sponsor: Mark  Balderrama 

 

 

 

We had two contests for  April . 

 

 Weôll start with the ñHere Comes 

the Sunò contest, featuring nuclear-

capable subjects.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Mark  Balderrama picked up a small-scale pre-built B-52 in Japan armed with pylon-mounted AGM-86B 

weapons.  

 These little beauties have quite a history behind them, as the Editor recalls how they began as SCAD (Subsonic 

Cruise Aircraft Decoy to replace the ADM-20 Quail). Ended creating (forgive me) scads of acronyms beginning 

with Subsonic Cruise ARMED Decoy when USAF figured out the new triangular shaped missile may be fitted 

with a nifty small nuke. Which made SALT talks become diplomatic nightmare for awhile. SCAD begat ALCM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ALCM AG-86B is in fact what the final designation became, 

as the USAF determined the much longer range and armed 

(D,C versions were conventional the ñBò had nuclear) had 

basically made Decoy mission nearly moot. Air  Launched 

Cruise Missile became name, while ERV & JCMP had a short 

spell in time while AMSA became B-1A then cancelledé 
 

In the end, old B-52 can carry 20 of these total (inside & out) 

today which makes air interception problems quite massive !  
 

Not to say that Markôs next vehicle was any slouché 

Mark also converted the Paveway guided 

weapons on his 1:144 FB-111 into B-61 

nuclear shapes. 
 

(The FB-111 was actually one of the best US 

versions of the Aardvark, but its RCS among 

other issues in todayôs air combat environs 

did seal its fate versus the B-52, B-2, B-21 ) 

 

Here you may see the reason the unofficial nickname ñAardvarkò came to be: The low slung long nose profile of all -111s   

 Bill  Ferrante used the Atlantis re-issue of the Revell 1:40 X-17 rocket to recreate one of the missiles used for 

stratospheric atomic testing; the X-17 was used to test re-entry vehicles as well.  
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Steve Hays received his Arii  1:48 ñScudò launcher from a friend who found it at a thrift store. He replaced the 

rubber hoses with stretched sprue and added stowage from Value Gear. 



 

 

 

This Tamiya 1:48 F-117, Steve said the kit is great, and he 

was hoping to take it to the Santa Rosa show but knocked 

off one of the tailplanes, which has since been replaced !  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Kent McClure  built Mengôs ñcartoonò 

Lancaster in the markings of the ñTiger 

Force,ò which was going to be employed 

against the Japanese home islands.  

 

He replaced the kitôs stickers with decals 

and added pastel exhaust stains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Next, with his Mk. 5 atomic weapon, 

was Mike Meek.  

 

 

 

 Mike pulled the big bomb from 

Rodenôs 1:72 AJ-1 Savage kit and 

assembled it on its stand; 

 

 

 

 Mike said it took a good amount of 

time to get it together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the winners wereé In  third  place, with his Mk. 5 atomic weapon, was Mike Meek. 
 

In  second place, with his ñScudò launcher, was Steve Hays. 
 

And in first  place, with his Tamiya 1:48 F-117, was Steve Hays. 
 

NOW, a PROPER WINNERS GALLERY is called for, no?   -mb 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ñ HERE COMES THE SUN ò MARCH (April)  SVSM Club Contest 

THIRD  PLACE ï Mk 5 ñImproved Fat Manôô US Nuclear Bomb in 1/72nd Scale 
 

MIKE MEEK  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ñ HERE COMES THE SUN ò MARCH (April)  SVSM Club Contest 

SECOND  PLACE ï SCUD B (Iraqi Army version) Missile & TEL in 1/48th Scale 

STEVE HAYS 

 



 

 

 

ñ HERE COMES THE SUN ò MARCH (April)  SVSM Club Contest 

FIRST  PLACE 

 Lockheed F-117A Nighthawk in 1/32nd scale 
 

STEVE HAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOW, I WONDER WHAT THIS HERE IS ALL ABOUT ?? 

 

Our other contest was the 120-day wonders event for models received during the gift exchange in December.  

 

 

 

Bill  Ferrante went with his  

1:72 Special Hobby He 100 

ñpropaganda fighter ò.  

 

 

He liked the kit, although he says 

it took a lot of sanding to get the 

various parts together.  

 



 

 

 

Chris Bucholtz managed to assemble both fuselages from his two-kit 

Eduard 1:72 P-51D Mustang ñRoyal Edition.ò  

 

 
 

 He meant to build the vertical-filleted P-51D-10, but built the un-filleted P-51D-5 fuselage, meaning a big 

surprise when he went to put the vertical tail on! Instead of quitting, he duplicated his efforts with the correct 

fuselage halves. 
  



 

 

 Greg Plummer with his captured Fw 190A-8. Greg is averse to building subjects from Nazi Germany, but he 

was A-OK turning Eduardôs 1:48 kit into a plane flown by the Czechoslovakian Air  Force after the Germans 

retreated, leaving it behind in running order with ammunition in the guns!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A KP kit donated the decals for the Czech roundels. 

 
 Eugenie Rayôs Triceratops came from the Bandai kit she received in the gift exchange, which features a 

skeleton plus the exterior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

She made a base for it and painted the exterior with color-

shifting paints, but she says she may finally display it as a 

skeleton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


