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Editor’s MisBehavings – this month’s editor, Mick Burton                          ( shameless plug: www.mickbmodeler.com ) 

 
“  EDITOR MAKES A DISCOVERY, LIKE TRAVIS,  A YEAR … ” 

 

  Again, had this issue completed, found room enough to fit in easily a rounding out part to finish catching at least one set 

of items into completion (Club Contests will now be sure to finish coverage in their birth year boo ya!) and then some. 

 Then managed to credibly convince myself that something approaching a photo essay was possible, forward ho, now at 

the nearly limit of the finished PDF my chosen level of servitude to the tech gods that make my digital madness possible. 
 

 Again, not even after 24 hours since this pinnacle, has a stimulus to generate the Editorial so finish to publish catalyzed ! 
 

 MERCIFULLY for me (not sure so for readers we’ll see in weeks ahead) hour before midnight again, mad journey to pin 

down the year we happened to inaugurate what we just did again this December meet had deigned to be undertaken oh yes 

 SO NOW I KNOW AND CAN SHARE WITH YOU (and be given seeds for next month’s writing work list) RESULTS 
 

Also now will explain, if you are not ancient like me, header reference is to the original Levi’s 501 jeans TV commercial: 
 

You’re treated to a silent open looking on porch of a house in midst of a prairie landscape. The only voice over you get in 

this comes near end, as camera pulls further back as we see a rider approach on horizon: “Travis ! You’re a year too late “ 
 

 Right now I am aware that this is THE 31st YEAR IN OUR STRING OF DECEMBERS that we’ve conducted 

this madness you know as the SVSM Gift Exchange, aka “Pirate’s Pleasure”. While it would have been nice to 

have heralded it on the 30th, after I finished my journey in my newsletter archives (online I have only complete 

to 2000, after that it’s grouped selections back to 1983, but I compiled a complete one back to first one July ’76) 

 SO while I join the single moniker cowboy in one genre, I am now prepared to be on time to celebrate News 50 
 

As for The Pirate’s Pleasure game analysis bits, while I don’t have stats for this same event in  December 2016, 

2017 or 2018, here below are all the most recent data points I do have, in digest format for contrast/comparison: 

 

2013 December Stats  33 players, 55 presents total, breakout: Single = 14 Double = 10 Triple = 9 

2014 December Stats  21 players, 50 presents total, breaking out: Single = 5, Double = 2 Triple = 13  

2015 December Stats  24 players, 49 presents total, breakout was: Single = 8 Double = 7 Triple = 9  

2019 December Stats  28 players, 53 presents total,  breakout: Single = 10 Double = 5 Triple = 13  

2020 December Stats    0 players, 0 presents total, due to pandemic lockdown prevent holding any meets 

2021 December Stats  22 players. 50 presents total, breakout: Single = 4  Double = 8  Triple = 10 

2022 December Stats  25 players  60 presents total, breakout: Single = 3  Double = 9   Triple = 13 

2023 December Stats  29 players. 78 presents total, breakout  Single = 1  Double =7    Triple = 21 

2024 December Stats  25 players, 61 presents total, breakout  Single = 4  Double = 6   Triple = 15 
 

2025 December saw 29 Players, 73 Gifts total, with 4 Single Gifter, 6 Double Gifter, 19 Triple Gifter 
 

Many thanks again for all who came, who played and made things work so well. Also to Dave & Kathy -fini mickb 
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NOW THEN, WE LOOK AT CLUB CONTEST of AUGUST 
Which I will remind you of what it was before we bring on the Minutes, with the clip below! 

 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Photos/Text: Mick Burton    
 

Minutes: Chris Bucholtz 
 

(Editor will cover the regular meeting of August 

 in later issue) 
 

At the August meeting…our in-house contest, as 

called by Mick Burton, was “A Touch of Grey.” 
 

Where you can join the Editor in a pursuit of the 

mystery of VNAF SPAD seeming to transform to 

Klingon Battle Cruiser, or disintegrate entirely…? 
 

Plus another utterly unidentified foreign object pops 

in and then out with nary a notice, so odd 
 

Lastly, a prehistoric suitor seems to suffer slings and 

arrows of unrequited love, from an extra terrestrial. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Field Of Battle As It Progressed 
 

Finally Filled Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanh Nguyen entered one of his many Tamiya A-1s, this one 

an A-1H in RVNAF markings from AoA Decals. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

His Vietnamese SPAD is still awaiting its external armament, Thanh said. 

 

 

 

 

(SPAD is an old USN 

nickname based on the 

original designation as 

AD-1 (Attack Douglas) 

through AD-7. Riffing 

WW1 French aircraft 

as the pilots were told 

how obsolete their old 

prop planes were. SP 

stood for Single Place) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark Balderrama brought in an A-10 Thunderbolt II, an F-14 Tomcat, a Eurofighter Typhoon,and a 3D-printed Kaman 

K-Max he made from his own drawings, including internal gearing that allows the interlocking rotors to spin in tandem 

with each other!  



 

 

 

 

Mark cleared it with contest sponsor that the Eurofighter painted in 

super dark gray (essentially same shade as “NATO BLACK” ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Perhaps the A-10 Thunderbolt crew took “instrument flight 

hood” concept past intended purpose…or it’s overpainted  

 

 

 

 

 The classic original Light Gull Gray 

and White scheme on F-14A Tomcat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mark’s 3D-printed scratchbuild K-Max in 1/144th captures all the bizarre but beautiful lines of the real Kaman twin rotor 
 

D.J. Balderrama’s USS Iowa in 1:700 scale.  

D.J. got the Tamiya kit from his brother and has been kept busy by the many gun positions. 
 

Ron Wergin’s collection of Luftwaffe ’46 models included a PM 1:72 P.13a and a Revell Flitzer, also in 1:72 plus a 

Revell 1:72 Messerschmitt P.1101 a plane that pioneered the idea of a variable-angle sweep to the wing (although it could 

not sweep the wing in flight). (it’s actually a Messerschmitt P.1106, and unknown if Huma or AZ model, not a Revell) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Alexander Lippisch definitely had an intrigue with tailless/delta aircraft. This P.13A was supposed to be a ram 

jet engined point defense interceptor, no armament as intent was to RAM with the strengthened wing leading edge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Focke Wulf “Flitzer” (“Streaker or Dasher”) was pretty ambitious, 590mph with 2x30mm, 2x20mm cannon! 
 

This is actually the Messerschmitt P 1106 design with a fixed wing. The P.1101 variable sweep is the small picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dave Balderrama with his gray alien, built from the Testors kit. He was quick to note that he used multiple shades of 

gray paint to get his alien to look more extraterrestrial life-like!  

 Apparently his paint job seemed to work a little too well 

as this scaly grey predator, despite clear not interested at 

all hand signals, closed in on the poor guy. Look, he’s at 

the microphone trying to call for help and scaly is on him 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I never learned who or what the tiny stranger on the white base 

was, but you can see they tried mightily to be of some assist. There was no sign of them later.  
 

Then it dawned on me may all been a misunderstanding, as the scaly predator has this clamp 

on end of his tail mayhaps so just wanted to seek out help removing… 
 

Then there is possibility this unknown entity, who came and went without permanent record , 

might have deployed the tiny stranger, we may never know, only these few pictures remain… 

 



 

 

I did get one decent shot before entire craft vanished, so here’s to An Unknown Modeler, well done basics here it seems 

 

 

 

 Mike Schwarze’s superdeformed Godzilla, 

which was not exactly finished — his roommate 

“unfinished” it by breaking the tail off, which 

has been re-attached and the putty has been 

sculpted to match the original texture.  

 

Mike plans on repainting the entire piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mike Schwarze’s Lindberg Dilophosaurus, still in its primer. This kit was part 

of the group released in 1993 under the Jurassic Park banner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

And the winners were… 
 

In third place in the finished category was Ron Wergin’s third fighter, a 1:72 Messerschmitt P.1106 
 

In second place, was Mike Schwarze’s superdeformed Godzilla 
 

And in first place in the finished category was Dave Balderrama with his gray alien  

 

In third place for the unfinished category was D.J. Balderrama’s USS Iowa in 1:700 scale 
  

In second place was Mike Schwarze’s Lindberg Dilophosaurus 
 

And in first  in incomplete was Mark Balderrama’s 3D-printed Kaman K-Max 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Editor & Club Contest Sponsor for this end of summer gig appreciates your bearing with the winter arrival 

of A Touch Of Grey news coverage. As turned out the scant notice still managed an amazing turnout for it  
 

Coverage of rest of AUGUST 2025 will come soon in another issue -mb 
 

 

A PROPER WINNERS GALLERY FOLLOWS THIS NOW ! 



 

 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest 

 

UNFINISHED  Category THIRD PLACE 

 

 – USS Iowa in 1/700th 
 

D. J. BALDERRAMA 
 



 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest 

UNFINISHED  Category  SECOND  PLACE 
 

 –  DILOPHOSAURUS 
 

MIKE SCHWARZE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest  

 

UNFINISHED  Category FIRST  PLACE  

 

– K-MAX 3-D Printed Helo in 1/144th 

 

 MARK BALDERRAMA 
 

 

 



 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest 

FINISHED  Category THIRD PLACE  

 

– Messerschmitt P1106 in 1/72 
 

RON WERGIN 



 

 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest 

 

FINISHED  Category  SECOND  PLACE  

 

– SD GODZILLA 

 

MIKE SCHWARZE 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

“A Touch Of  Grey ” AUGUST SVSM Club Contest 

FINISHED  Category FIRST  PLACE 

“ GREY ” ALIEN 

 

DAVID  BALDERRAMA 
 

 



 

 

ONE LAST CLUB CONTEST FOR REVIEW 

 TO CATCH THINGS UP THERE,  REALLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIKEY why are you so upset now ! 

 Calm all down 

folks, it’s not a 

big article here 

Yes, there’s not 

enough room in 

this issue to give 

coverage for you 



 

 

ALRIGHT SIR, NOW THAT’s JUST UNCALLED FOR, THREATENING EDITOR ! 

NOW LOOK, YOU’VE REALLY DONE IT, THIS POOR LADY FELL INTO DEAD FAINT 



 

 

NO, MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE OF YOU HERE ! 

LOOK YOU GET SOME CLOTHES ON and 

QUIT SCARING THE LADIES MAY BE 

WE TAKE YOU SERIOUSLY IN FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  AND JUST WHAT THE HELL IS IT, YOU CLOWNS ?? 

COMING TO MEETING ON BOTTLE CAPS. SHEESH! 

 

 

WHAT ? THE MERE THOUGHT OF ONE MORE 2025 Club Contest Article has you so 

down in the mouth you’re just going to trudge on out of here?  

 

 

AND YOU, HOLDING 

YOUR BREATH TIL YOU 

TURN GREEN WON’T 

CHANGE MY MIND  

 

I’M DOING THIS ! 

AND KEEP THOSE PANTS ON 

I SWEAR… 

 

 

 



 

 

NOW I HAVE SEEN EVERYTHING !!!  GIVE UP MISTER BESEECHING HEAVENS NO HELP HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HERE GOES – There was ONE entry for the NOVEMBER 2025 Ancient Wonders Club Contest, and it was 

so good that no one else dared enter. There were no recorded minutes taken, the work was that astonishing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

“ In Search of Ancient Wonders, AGAIN ” 

NOVEMBER SVSM Club Contest 

FIRST PLACE 

For a 2022 Gift Item ! 

Fokker E.V/D.VIII 

“Flying Razor ” in 1/48th 

RANDY RAY 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  CALENDAR  AS  OF  12-22-25 

Friday,  January 09  2026 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their meeting at IRVINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER in Fremont 
 

Friday,  January 30 2026  NOTE WE MEET ON FIFTH FRIDAY for this first meet of 2026 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting at MPD Community Room.  SUPER AUCTION is the Club Contest 
 

Friday,  February 13  2026 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their meeting at IRVINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER in Fremont 
 

Friday,  February 20  2026 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting at MPD Community Room. “No One Wants You” Club Contest 
 

Friday, March 13  2026 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their meeting at IRVINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER in Fremont 

Friday,  March 20  2026 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting at MPD Community Room.”Here Comes The Sun” Club Contest 

Saturday, April 11  2026 
 

IPMS/Wine Country Modelers  host “WINE COUNTRY MODEL EXPO ” Show at Petaluma Community Center 

320 N McDowell Blvd, Petaluma CA. AN AWESOME EVENT not to be missed, with lots to do and see, new concept 

Friday,  April 17 2026 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting at MPD Community Room.  Another 120 Days Wonder Club Contest 

Saturday,  May 02 2026 
 

IPMS/Las Vegas host “BEST OF THE WEST ” Show at their favorite locale Orleans Hotel & Casino  

Saturday,  May 16  2026 
 

IPMS/ Silver Wings host their SILVERCON 2026 at their favorite locale. Theme is “Heavy Metal” 

Saturday,  May 23  2026 
 

IPMS/ Fresno Scale Modelers host their major event CONTEST & SHOW in conjunction with CASTLE Air Museum 

Theme is “250 Anniversary of USA”, contest/show is at Atwater Community Center. OPEN COCKPIT Day is at Castle. 

Friday, June 12  2026 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their meeting at GAMES of FREMONT in  #200 Fremont Hub, Fremont 

Friday,  June 19  2026 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting at MPD Community Room. D-Day for Let Me Finish That For You  

Saturday,  August 29  2026 (event is announced as underway for date, locale and other details to be determined) 
 

Passionate and Serious Modelers plan to host their RETURNING CLASSIC at Modesto Veterans Center, MAYBE 

Saturday,  October ??  2026 (event is announced as underway, locale and date to be determined) 
 

IPMS/ Antelope Valley Group host their DESERT CLASSIC #28 at Antelope Valley College cafeteria, MAYBE 

Antelope Valley College, 3041 W Avenue K, Lancaster, CA Theme FOR SURE is “SPIRIT OF ’76 - 250 years of USA” 

Saturday, November 14  2026 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their CONTEST & Show TriCity EIGHTEEN themed “ TOP GUN “ being held at the 

Fremont Elks Lodge #2121, 38991 Farwell Dr, Fremont CA. 



 

 

HOLLISTER NNL 2025 

Scale 1/1 and on down 
                               Text/Photos: Mick Burton 

Whereupon the relationship between Elks Lodges and scale modelling is again reinforced as a positive 

 The Hollister NNL event has been functioning for several years now, however making it to one eluded me til 

finally this year I made damn sure I made it. How so? I went twice ! First on the original Saturday planned for 

and then the subsequent one. Where I took pictures like these here and definitely had fun day with friends there. 
 

 Okay, this won’t be a big photo essay, I don’t have a really extensive set of good pictures and just wanted to 

round out this bonus end of year TAMS issue while still had time, room left to do so.  

The Hollister NNL this year was trying out fitting a larger multiple of during the day events inside and out this 

year I was told, so in my first timer take, it was good blending. There is a 1/1 Classic Car show, Crafts show 

and model car display in traditional NNL style all going on here at the Hollister Airport located Elks Lodge ! 



 

 

 

No these aren’t NNL awards, read them closely you’ll see what’s up. Nice trophies and a variety of them too 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 EVENTS ALREADY BOOKED for 2026 ! 

https://winecountrymodelexpo.com/ 

                    GO TO THEIR WEBSITE to get the BIG PICTURE truly exciting opener for 2026 

 

 

https://winecountrymodelexpo.com/


 

 

 

                                    UNOFFICIAL FLYER COURTESY of MIRANDCO 

 

 

Information deemed reliable but not complete, date was provided but no other details at this time 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

EVENT COMING  

 

Saturday May 02  2026 

 

Stay tuned for locale and further details 

 



 

 

 



 

 

AN ABSOLUTE TREAT for 3 Day Weekend  

 

GO GRIFFONS ! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE SHARE THE JOY OF OUR HOBBY AND FRIENDS 

Because it seems sometimes more than a few forget this : 
       

THE ONE TRUE RULE OF MODELLING (if ever there is). 
 

     If you’re having fun, 

    Then you’re doing it right. 

 


