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Yes, Editor Took Pictures Thought It a Good Idea, Skipped Taking Notes 
Photos: Mick Burton        Text: Mick Burton         Models: Anyone Else but Mick Burton 

  

  The first meet of October took place at our favored Milpitas PD Community Room locale, the Friday just before 

the SUNDAY that Fresno Scale Modelers show was to launch. Editor was stressed with many things in play. One of 

them being Contest Director of the returning T riC ity Classic which was then only two 2 weeks away. Be as it may... 
 

http://www.svsm.org/


 

 

Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñYES DONE FOR NOW, BUT FAR FROM DONE and NO CHOICE MUST BE FORGING AHEAD ò 
 

 This editorial page is being filled with a poignant reminder again for me and I know for sure, others, time left to us is 

always an unknown and better spent on pursuits other than dwelling on negatives always present in life as we know it.  

  This year started out rough in first quarter, we saw both Regionally and Nationally, a pretty solid return to new norms 

through summer and just past Labor Day, things positively ran together for a while so vibrantly hard to keep up. Well, 

we have already much around model community underway for 2023, best not be distracted or lazy in a bad way ïmickb  

=================================================================================== 
 

ANOTHER FRIEND  ñ Goes On Ahead ò é 

 
 

David A. Newman 

R.I .P. 1959-2022 
 

I had the pleasure of meeting David and 

getting to know him a bit over the years, 

back in the day when he still lived in Bay 

Area. His home club then was the Fremont 

Hornets, mine was San Jose Scale Modelers 

but we both became members of the other. 

 I met his dad the fi rst time at one of our 

meetings (donôt recall anymore which, no 

matter tho, really) and his lovely Stephanie 

at another.  Dave and his wife moved away 

in time, but I would reconnect at shows up 

here, and eventually many times when AVG 

club began their long run of Desert Classics 

in Lancaster. Never all this time did it cross 

my mind that Iôd be apologizing to him for 

my missing them both at the returning AVG 

show a week before my own return heading 

a show, only to learn shortly after that it 

would be our last conversation hereé SO 

many will be missing David besides me, as 

he knew so many more of us than any of us 

ever knew him, I think he kind of liked it that way. He would make it clear if pressed, that his ñbusiness model was oddò 

for his scale modeler hobby business many of you knew as MUROC Models. Namely, heôd keep his stuff so quietly done, 

that heôd have time to enjoy his model pursuits anew, rather than working to reproduce stuff heôd already done well. True 

to his nature, his productions were more than you were paying for at a good price. He also kept quiet how many other bits 

heôd be up to for others on the side, we may never know how many owe him a debt of thanks for coming through for them 

 All  kinds of folks from clubs up and down California knew David as an associate member of their community over the 

years, and thereôs the entire community of students,faculty who knew ñ Professor Dave ò from years at Antelope Valley 

College. Not to forget the integration of David into goings on at NASA Ames and NASA Dryden, the Edwards AFTTC  

Museum, nor his roles as part of his long time home club South, the Antelope Valley Group. DAMN WE MISS YOU ! 
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 AS OCTOBER TURNEDé( from  1 ) 
 

As aforementioned, one of the priority 

items for Meeting Business that night 

was to insure again that any/every one 

who was planning to go to the FSM 

event knew it wasnôt the next day, but 

one later. (Editor had earlier put out an 

update ñunofficial flyerò with changed 

date on two websites, along with a fast 

ñevents onlyò OSS that had prominent 

notice of change only of the date) . 

 Once meeting called to order and that 

was out of the way, we did review 

some of the excellent experiences for 

those hardy few who made it to Reno 

High Rollers Classic, on October 8.  

 A show which had also just recently 

returned to active duty after suffering 

two postponements over 2 years time, now having been held for their first time at a new locale, the Elks Lodge of Reno.   

Also being covered by new 2022/23 E Board at our first regular meeting since taking office was the upcoming Antelope 

Valley Group Desert Classic, it to returning to active from long hiatus again with new venue being another new wrinkle, 

this show would be the following weekend from our meeting. Week later would be the TriCity 14 (repeat after me, LONG 

hiatus, new locale, returning to active status). Then closing out with Dragon Lady 2022, a welcomed redux almost a year 

from their own return from LONG hiatus, with their November show also closing out 2021 Region Nine Competition year 

 A few other items of business were covered as well. However again, Editor was doing well to just manage to get decent 

pictures taken without disrupting meeting flow entirely. So no notes were taken by him, too much now to remember and 

no minutes received to date, so whatôs about to follow is literally Editorôs Photo Essay, saying much with pictures mostly 
           
In Model Talk: 

 

From Cliff Kranz , this five 

piece array seen on the right 

 

Which one of these is not 

li ke the others? Seriously ! 

 

I will give each of these a 

bit of their own spotlight, 

just ahead, rest assured. 

 

But four of these share a 

common thread that Cliff  

has been quite faithful with 

 

Besides his consistent and 

appreciated imparted sense 

of having fun doing models 

 

Although this picture I have 

used isnôt the best for this, 

you should be able to spot 

the visual clues and wonôt 

have to dodge questioné 

 



 

 

Okay then here you go. This is a Dodge L-700 COE, the original molding being by IMC (Industro-Motive Corporation) 

and new in 1965. There came a followup release that came with a flatbed cargo trailer from them, of course the box art 

featured the Chapparal Racer aboard trailer (IMC kitted the Racer as well, separately). Testors offered the same molding 

later with a full semi trailer, and then came Lindberg editions which is currently how you can find one again today. Cli ff  

related a lot of info about this and the other trucks, however youôll have to ask him now as I donôt have the words here. 

 



 

 

 

This time, clearly NOT the same kit but ostensibly the same basic vehicle, Dodge L-700 COE. Cliff spoke on this at 

length, sadly Iôd not recorded it and havenôt found anything in my research to assist here. So, just appreciate the work 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Further post meeting examination seems to point more to this being a cousin Dodge COE as door shape, etc not as 

similar to that IMC faithfully captured of the real deal, to simply write off as ñtoy like vs scale model likeò distinction  



 

 

 

Not able to tell you here what kit he used, but itôs clearly a Dodge L-700 based ladder truck. One cannot mistake that front 

end cab for anything but.  
 

If you possibly are sensing a common thread here, good. A tidbit, Cliff  ñTruckerò Kranz is how his club badge read for 

years, heôs also very informed on matters Chrysler/Plymouth/Dodge and continues his education in life 24/7/365.  

 

 



 

 

Cliff again will have to fill you in on the details. This white fire truck is same scale as the companion L-700 based one, Iôd 

not be able to say anymore than that at this point. Okay the four trucks roughly related to one another, what makes the 5th 

model in the setting related although not like the others, is that Cliff is just as enthused, well grounded in researched detail 

on it as he is for any of his aircraft, armor or wheeled civilians. That will be his latest in a series of 1/72 scale postwar V-2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This is a US Postwar V-2, rocket #43, launched August 5. 1948 from pad 33 at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico. 

1/72nd scale, Condor kit. I believe the launch date also corresponds to Cliffôs actual birthday, but youôll have to ask him. 



 

 

Louis Orselli had a ñmystery boxò model aircraft WIP. I checked 

and I have no photos of it fully exposed. So weôll just have to wing it. Itôs 1/48th scale, and could be a Dewoitine 501é 
 

 See Young brought us some old school and then new. This is the 1/32 

scale Monogram Panther V. All that ñ Zimmerit ò you see on this tank 

model was done by See with a heated tool to create the look on the raw 

plastic. I applaud his patience with technique, first I ever heard of it. Like Cliff , See keeps his modelwork fun always, for 

himself and he shares that ñrule of modellingò with us quite well every time he shows up for a meeting. Thanks, See !    
                      
 Below, a first look at what Gabri el Lee had been up to. Sea, Sky and Space, Unreal, Real and the Fantastic. Look on: 



 

 

 

Making mighty progress on his revision of model of real Soviet ñTyphoonò Ballistic Missile sub into the fictional Soviet  

sub ñRed Octoberò. Gabriel also notes the movie version and book version itôs based on dif fer, so he solves as he goes. 

 

Meanwhile, in a realm far far away from the sea, sails this vessel. DAOE-01 ASUKA in 1/1000 scale, by Bandai 

 



 

 

Itôs an EFCF Fast Combat Supply Tender. How can I be so sure? Because I took pic of the booklet Gabriel brought along! 

 

Last but not least, hereôs how things stood with his F-18 ñTop Gun Maverickò movie model plane project as of October. 

 



 

 

 

Next up, Kent McClure  with a grand menagerie of WIP 

and finished subjects, as always in variety. 

 

Those ñmini-Gundamsò intrigue me, I could gather that 

(center below) is likely the VF-1 Valkryie that I see few 

manage in larger scales, it looks like an F-14 cousin. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yak-15 from the PM kit, Kent did to me a fantastic job of rendering that pig into a pretty finish. I had to give it a big 

picture (below) so you could perhaps see some of the fine lines. Wish mine had turned out like this. Nice Lippisch delta ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AH SOOOO Mr. Gundam, youôre sticking to your story, you just came upon this dismembered bird and you have no idea 

how it got that way ? You, YAK-15, and your pal, Mr British Armored Carrier, NOTHING to say here? SUSPICIOUS ! 

 

Iôm telling you, itôs a crime scene. Just look at how this poor subject was left on displayé A mighty land bird, laid low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

David Balderrama found a bunch of great bargains in books, 

one in particular is an obscure find that he remembered from 

young days while still in school. Scale Models In Plastic in 

top left corner, which shocked me as I hadnôt seen a copy but  

my own in years. Surprised him to learn I knew of and had it 

which made the meeting again demonstrate why being in the 

club enhances modelling experience. When you discover what 

you have in common in the most elliptical of ways with friends 

 

David also got a nice kit of an unknown to many of us (me for 

sure) Japanese aircraft, the Kokusai TA-GO. Complete with an 

aftermarket set for it. I am now on the hunt for one, intrigues me 

as it relates to the shelved Operation Olympic at WW2 end 

 

 I recommend checking this link for great summary on plane: 

https://plane-encyclopedia.com/ww2/kokusai-ta-go/ 

 

 

 

On the left: Not wasting any time, Karsten Kr oeger has this 

Countach model he won at our September Auction, underway. 



 

 

 

Meanwhile, Karstenôs dad, Geoff Kroeger, brought in three intriguing items for us to peruse. Above, a closer look at the 

Bell Model 58 family member in a recent military guise. I am pretty sure itôs a 1/35th scale kit. Below,  a 1/48th He-219. 

 

Okay, a WIP Heinkel He-219 Uhu  (a specific species of owl, although name in most English references always simply 

given as if it translated from German as (generic overall term for the bird) ñOwlò (Eule) ) I learned of this , so I share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


