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Say Look , Mikhail, Ensign òRedó Built a Boat ! 

ñPT-109 BY REVELL IN 1/72 SCALEò 
Text & Photos By: Rodney J. Williams 

             

   For some reason I do not have very many ñin progressò building photos.  
 

  The PT boatôs hull 

was in one piece.    
 

 Same for top deck, 

which made it easy 

to put together. 
 

     ( continued on 3 )                                                                                                                                                 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton  
 

ñ Carrying on anew with C3i and IRAN ñ 
 

  Again, some serious fun with my retooling some old terms which may be passingly or more, familiar to some of you 

while giving them new currency.  Command, Control, Communications, Intelligence/Information = C3i. IRAN as the 

acronym, not the contentious Middle Eastern Nation, translates normally into - Inspect, Repair As Necessary. Alright?  

 Now, thanks  again to recent turns of events,  my editorial endeavor is to try putting these concepts and practices anew 
 

 January provided three chances to illustrate, inform what is easily translated as Implement, Repeat As Necessary. The 

Fremont Hornets first meeting of the new year,  a proposed club contest theme of  ñOperation Bodenplatteò put forth. 

 For SVSM, two club contest themes were given the new year road test opportunity, ñ1915ò and ñCats Outa the Bagò, 

all three had separate tracks in how they took shape and turned out.  Amusing in their own way for this Editor. As heôd 

put forth two of the three this time out, did not take the end results as a loss, or not positive outcome. In fact, all three 

were positive intelligence and immediate information, very useful for future planning. Operation Bodenplatte was the 

least likely to succeed in the forecast in my estimates, for good reasons. It was extremely short term in birthing, less 

than 4 months from inception to date of implementation, the promotion and advertising of it nearly nil. Bedrock of the 

low likelihood for large (or any) return on this investment? Fact that ñOperation Baseplateò (translation from German)  

was basically a very obscure, largely unknown part of the last year of World War Two in Europe. Even though length, 

size, fierceness of the conflict pretty substantial (essentially ran from 1 January 1945 to near end of February), nearly a 

second act Battle of the Ardennes (Bulge). As German forces again desperately yes, but approached with intelligence, 

threw away tremendous resources to attempt a change in probable terms for ending conflict with the Allied Forces 

 While there were some very nice decal sheets from a number of sources that had been produced, that were supportive 

of at least the aerial component of this ñOperationò, they all would be likely very hard to find in time. As again,  this 

all comes back to the whole thing being pretty unknown. Hard to get ñlegsò under it, even had there been most of  year 

to promote it, as was the case for SVSM ñ1915ò club contest theme. Not coincidentally, that too being same sponsor.   

 So, why even do it ? Well, nothing ventured, nothing gained for the shortest of reasons. Also, timing is everything, as 

I saw it. ñBaseplateò had  its 70
th
  anniversary coming with the January 1 2015 date, Hornets meeting was 8 days into 

the year so well inside the ñhistoric spanò,  it was a German initiative, so tied neatly with upcoming theme of Hornets 

2015 TC Classic.  There would be no other time frame like it for another 5 or 10  years on one hand , or ever, for case 

of the other. Lastly, it was fitting well with the long running lament that this Editor has chewed on. About the lack of 

ñnew or original, or less oft tried themesò, instead a moribund reliance on  tried true but virtual cliches of themes. Had 

to put money where my mouth was, hey?  Most of that basic reasoning just presented here, held true for why to choose 

the 1915 theme for first of year SVSM. I had pitched it as a ñless oft traveled pathò for the SV Classic Two theme,  it 

wasnôt successful, but I still thought it had some legs, worth a go as Club Contest. Opening the year with it was timing 

congruent, plus could repeat idea for 2016, ô17, ô18  as the obvious easy tie in to those centennials of ñthe Great Warò 

 Like ñBaseplateò with Hornets, ñ1915ò at SVSM also went into my record books as themes I may or may not have to 

reconsider for IRAN (Implement And Repeat As Necessary) Perhaps with more attention or finesse, might be able to 

see a better turnout. Mayhaps not. But most importantly first, communication that just because something not happen, 

or turn out to plan doesnôt mean it wasnôt successful or not worth repeating. Or when someone else independent of you 

repeats or echoes something you have done, as well that you canôt learn anew from it. Or enjoy retooling what is likely 

to be success again.  President Mike Woolsonôs  ñA Cat Like Natureò  theme, he left me reins to tweak it a little on  a 

very short time line, and as youôll read,  fine time in new fashion result. It was his smart call.  Helped out  by you all.  
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FINDING RODNEY STARTING NEW YEAR OFF WITH ANCHORS AWEIGH !                                                   (  from 1 ) 
  

   There were several additional parts that had 

to be cleaned up and attached to the deck such 

as the torpedo tubes, machine guns, rubber life 

raft and cabin parts.   
 

   The kit also included 3 drive shafts and their 

propellers plus three rudders for the bottom of 

the boat. 
 

  The deck was dry fitted to the hull.  
 

  It fit together nicely,  so I just ran a bead of 

superglue (C-A) where the two sections joined 

together.  These joints were then wet sanded 

with 400, then  600 grit wet/dry 3M sandpaper. 
 

 I applied some strips of masking tape so I could scribe in the 

plank lines on the hull, which would match up with the pre-

scribed in deck lines.    

 

  Next, I gave the hull a white oil wash that filled the panel lines 

then sanded the hull with some 400 and 600 grit sandpaper.  

 

  A few minor flaws were fixed and then more sanding. 
 

 Once I was satisfied with my results I washed the hull with some clean ñTurpentineò type of solution named 

ñTurpenoidò that I use to mix with my artist oils. This water-like solution removes all of the artist oils that were 

applied to the plastic hull.  

 

 

 

                                                                                   

I washed down the hull with plain old soap and water then gave the hull a wash with some Denatured Alcohol. 



  The front of the cabin windows were cut out and replaced with some clear plastic stock that I had on hand.  The 

steering wheel area was revised and I added some clear plastic to the 4 window frames. 

  Most all of the kit parts were now carefully attached to the 

upper deck with super glue.  
 

  Then the model was painted with some grey Tamiya paint 

as called out in the painting instructions. 
 

  The 20mm cannon, the 2 machine guns and the 4 torpedo 

tubes were painted with some steel type of color,  as per kit 

plans.  

 The life raft and the two floatable life rings were painted 

yellow.     

  These finished parts were attached on final assembly.   

 

The plans showed that a rope was tied to the deck posts so I found some ñshipò modeling rope and used it on PT-109.  

 

 

 

 

 A stand came with the kit and was built so that the model could be displayed on it.  I used some white glue to attach 

the PT boat to the stand, so when the model was picked up and placed back down, it would sit upright.    

 I wet the paper flag , then dipped it into a super thin 

white glue solution. Then I made the flag a bit curly , 

and let it dry.  



  The decals were applied after I added a bit of Future Floor Wax here and there, then it was sprayed over lightly with 

my dull coat. This was a fun build so I added it to my ship collection. 

                  Rodney J. Williams 

SVSM-Life Member    © January 10, 2015 

 

  ï RJW fini 

 

 



UPCOMING  EVENTS  CALENDAR  AS  OF  01-26-15 
 

Saturday, January 31 2015 
 

NNL West hosts  Event  ñ NNL WEST 2015 ò  Main Theme is ñ60 years of Small Block Chevyò  PLUS  Special one: 

LAND  SPEED  RECORD  Cars.  Santa Clara Convention Center,  5001 Great America Pkwy,  Santa Clara CA. 
 

Friday, February 13 2015 
 

IPMS/Fremont Hornets monthly meeting. 
 

Friday, February 20 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting.  Editorôs  Club  Contest  Theme  ñ Kellyôs Heroes ò       
 

Friday, March 20 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting. Presidentôs Club Contest Theme ñ 1965 ò 
 

Saturday, April 11  2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers host SV Classic 2015 themed ñSun, Sand & Surfò. Napredak Hall, San Jose. 

48 categories of Senior Competition, 9 Junior Categories, 11 chances to ñcatch a waveò in form of Special Awards! 
 

Fri day,  May 15  2015 

 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting. Presidentôs Club Contest Theme ñ MAY FIVES ò 
 

Saturday, June 13 2015 
 

IPMS/Sonoma County &  IPMS Mt Diablo  host Hobby Expo 2015 ñ Heroes and Superheroes ò in Santa Rosa !  

NEW LARGER VENUE  right off the 101 freeway, at the Wells Fargo Center for the Arts. 
 

Fri day, June 19 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting. Presidentôs Club Contest Theme ñProject Geminiò aka ñTwinsò  
 

Friday, July 17 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting.  Presidentôs Club Contest Theme  ñ Douglas  ò 
 

Friday, August 21 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting. Editorôs Club Contest Theme ñItôs the Bomb/Spirit of ó45ò 
 

Friday, September 11 2015 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets monthly meeting. Club Contest Theme ñAll Swept Up ò See   www.mickbmodeler.com 
 

Saturday, September 12  2015 
 

IPMS/Reno High Rollers host High Desert Classic . Theme is  TBA    www.renohighrollers.org 
 

Friday, September 18 2015 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting. Presidents Club Contest theme  ñ Focke Wulf  Fall  ñ 
 

Sunday, September 27 2015 
 

IPMS/Fremont Hornets host their TriCity Classic XI  with theme ñ The Good German ò at the Milpitas Community 

Center, 457 E Calaveras Blvd, Milpitas CA. 50 categories of regular competition, numerous Special Awards including 

ones for ñBest Mercedesò, ñBest Straight Wing Jetò, ñBest 1915 Subjectò, ñBest Prehistoric Creature or Early Manò 

http://www.mickbmodeler.com/
http://www.renohighrollers.org/


SO,  GET FOCUSED & BUSY !     This is now definitively the FIRST Region Nine 2015 Contest !                  ( 7 ) 
 

ALSO BE SURE TO BE HUNGRY THAT DAY ! CONTEST DIRECTOR WILL HAVE A FOOD TRUCK ONSITE 

=================================================================================== 

IPMS SONOMA COUNTY HEROICALLY REMINDS YOU THAT THEY NOW HAVE SUMMER DATE !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Editor highly recommends going to their website www.ipmssonomacounty.org for a visit, often 


