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RJW Returns, With 2014 Chapter of Models Completed Tale Anew  

Life SVSMôer  Rodney J Williams Recounts ñAnother Banner Year ñ 
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 There is a saying in America, ñ Better-Late-Than Never. ò   In early 2014 I wrote a model story for our  ( contôd on 3) 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ RUNNING WITH THE ( Printerôs ) DEVIL ï A SECOND LOOK BACK AS WE GO FUTURE ONWARD ò 
 

 With now two months into 2016, the Editor celebrates his 33
rd
 year as a club member, and enjoys this chance to again 

plague the rest of you (who were there, been there, or too young to care) with an overview of this publicationôs past, at 

10, 20 and yes, THIRTY years ago. There below, the ñcover articlesò for your amusement and perusement. I am happy 

to report that the authors of the works you see here are still with us : Alan Wolcott, Mike Burton and Bill ñC2Cò Dye  
 

 If you want to know the origin of  ñC2Cò nickname for Bill Dye, youôll just have to go download that issueé youôll  

find it for a short while available as a PDF  

on the Editorôs personal site, listed above.   
 

 

ñ WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF 30 YEARS RUNNING  ñ 
  

 Those of us who know what this kind of effort means do have 

a great big congratulations to the grizzled veterans of  Silver 

Wings IPMS ï Sacramento, who just last Saturday held their 

latest invitational Model Show and Contest, 30 years from the 

year they hosted the IPMS USA Nationals here in California ! 
 

 While perhaps not quite as big a show being held only for day,  

no less the work nor the heart. We are happy you hosted, again 

                                                           ï mickb 
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Classic Revision of Model Building History For SVSM Member When He Actually Digs Into His Records ( from  1) 
 

editor Mick Burton who published it in one of our club newsletters.  ( It was cover lead January 2014 TAMS ï editor) 
 

 The story told about the 32 models that I had built in 2013, which was a banner year for me. 
 

  Recently I revised all of my models folders and named them by the year, then I carefully put each model in its proper 

folder. If I build a model in 2000, then it went into the 2000 Folder.  
 

  I spent several days going over all 270 models that I have here at home and put a photo of each one in the right yearly 

folder. When I wrote the ñ2013-Banner-Yearò story in January, 2014, I put down that I built 32 models. 
 

  Now, I find out that it was flat out mistake, as I really only built 24 models.  
 

  In prior years I have built more than 24 models, and of course, I have built less models. 
 

  My new records say that I built 29 models in 2014 and only 24 models in 2015. 
 

  You may wonder how I do it, and I really do not have a bona-fide answer. As a long time retired person, I do work 

around the house, work on our computer, help the wife in the kitchen, watch TV and of course sleep.  
 

  Last year, we went to California to visit our children and grand kids, which took 7 weeks out of my model building 

time.   
 

  Most all of my models are right ñout of the box ñ, except that I do add seatbelts, pitot tubes and other minor details. I 

took on a major project last year by converting a 1/72 scale B-17G to the YB-17G. (a ñfaux WW2 Rutanò ï editor) 

 The wings were put in the back while the stabilizers were put up front. Another minor project that I accomplished was 

making a water diorama for my 1/48 scale OS2U KINGFISHER model.  
 

  I repaired two old 1980 models by re-attaching some broken partséééthatôs it!   
 

  I built 3 cars and put the wrong dates on the photos . 
 

   The ñVALUEò that I add on each photo represents my estimate of net worth (of each model) and it is presented to 

our home insurance policy.  
 

    Over the past few years my hands have started shaking. I was going to quit building models by Christmas time in 

year 2015, but I still have 7 un-started models to build.  At present I have a 1/200 scale Pan Am 747 airliner on the 

work bench, plus WIP including a 1/48 scale Dornier Do-335 ñPfeilò and a 1/144 scale Arado AR-234 ñBlitzò twin-

engine WW-II jet bomber. These models are about 75-80% finished. 
 

Enjoy my models!  ï Rodney, Living in 4 feet of Colorado snow. 
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THATôS ALL , FOLKS ! 



UPCOMING  EVENTS  CALENDAR  AS  OF  02-28-16 
 

Sunday, March 06 2016 
 

Pasadena Model Society host their ValleyCon 2016 at the Peterson Auto Museum, 6060 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles.   
 

Saturday, March 12 2016 
 

NNL West host 2016 show  themed ñTrans Am : Pontiacs and Original Racersò. SCCC Hall A, Santa Clara.  
 

Friday,  March 18  2016                      
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  monthly meeting. Club Contest Theme  ñ March of  Timeôs Up ò 
 

Saturday, April 02  2016              
 

IPMS/ SV Scale Modelers  host their SV Classic # 3,  Theme ñClockôs a Tickônò  at  Napredak Hall, San Jose. 

See   www.mickbmodeler.com  
 

Frid ay, April 15  2016 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting.  Presidentôs  Club  Contest  Theme  ñ Spring In Your Step ò 
 

Friday, May 20 2016 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting.  Presidentôs  Club  Contest  Theme  ñ It   MAY  Have Happened ò 
 

Friday, June 17 2016 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting. Memberôs Club Contest Theme is  ñ You Mother  ñ 
 

Sunday, September 25  2016 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their TriCity Classic # 12 at the Milpitas Community Center, Milpitas CA. Theme is 

ñBattle of Britainò, for all things British/directly related. 50 categories, 20 Special Awards, see website for details. 
 

Saturday, November  05  2016 
 

IPMS/ Antelope Valley Group host Desert Classic #20,  AV College, Lancaster, CA  SPECIAL AWARD Category 

ñJURASSIC PLASTIC ñ Overall theme is ñVietnam War, 1946-1975ò 
 

Fri day, November 11  2016 
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets monthly meeting. 
 

Friday, November 18  2016 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting.  President and Editorôs Club Contest Theme  ñ The End All and Be 

All  Contest ò  See   www.mickbmodeler.com 
 

Fri day, January 20  2017 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting. Editorôs Club Contest Theme  ñ 1917 ò 
 

Frid ay February 17 2017   
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers meeting.  Editorôs Club Contest Theme  ñ Northropôs Notables ò 

See   www.mickbmodeler.com 
 

Frid ay, January 19  2018 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  meeting. Editorôs Club Contest Theme  ñ 1918 ò 

http://www.mickbmodeler.com/
http://www.mickbmodeler.com/
http://www.mickbmodeler.com/


Definitely  We Are Lucky To Have This  Spirit ed Contributor  
 

ì Lord Jim  í 
 

2016 FEBRUARY MEET Feature 
Photos & Text : Mick Burton    

Great Models Share: W. J. Lund, SVSM 
            

  The President, The VP &Treasurer, 

and The Editor of SVSM seen here in  

marvel how filled our tables were.  
 

 Okay, perhaps Iôm being a mite over 

the top. Still, Februaryôs tabling truly 

did one of our membership proudé 

 

 There in photo at front left, is whole 

table just of material from Jim Lund, 

Historian & Prolific 1/72
nd

 Modeler ! 
 

 Several notable times at meetings of 

past, Jim has brought us spectacular 

model works to share. This one gave  

me particular pleasure to feature though, because Februaryôs my birthday month and Jimôs model talk was a great gift.  
 

 Yes, thatôs dear friend Jim here on the right, giving a ñ what the hell am I supposed to do with this, Mike?  ñ look.  



 Okay, to be fair, at time I shot pic, Mike he was gesturing, was our President. Who called on him to begin Modeltalk. 

 

 Now again in retrospect: itôs a damned shame really, a 

quality videographer wasnôt present for this portion of 

meeting. Jimôs short soliloquy on his sharing for monthôs 

model community gather was a fine tribute to another. 
 

  Jim had this trio of folks in a photo frame on display. 

He began with note who the first gent in the top shot was 

and how he figured prominently in not just Jimôs model 

life, but all of ours. A tribute to one Mr Gordon Stevens 

 Aka, ñMr Rareplanesò. Crafter of vac for Jimôs KC-97 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 As Jim said, many years before the Academy/Minicraft came along, this kit was the path to this mighty Boeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This important, significant and quite lovely 4 engined ñCold Warriorò did not see respect in form of 1/72 kitting 

until April 1981, marvelously managed as a ñvac form masterò by none other than this Englishman from Poole. 

(by way, SVSM alumnus and frequent ñold days Sheet contributorò Robin Powell, hails from same hometown!) 

 Jim Lundôs well executed build from this vac, seen here. As Jim pointed out, this is still the better of the two kits 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Jim gave us all an excellent short history of  startup and production of  Rareplanes company, Gordon Stevens and his 

huge influence on the modelling world. Along with sharing enjoyment of having a long time friendship with him.  
 

(Which Gordon reciprocated more than once. If you go to the excellent 

two part ñHistory of Rareplanesò written by Gordon on the Aero Scale 

website, he credits with much thanks to Jim Lund, for use of his 

photographs for the illustrating of Gordonôs writeup)  
 

(address where this article may be found on web given here) 
 

http://www.72ndscale.com/modules.php 
?op=modload&name=Sections&file=index&req=viewarticle&artid=4305&page=2 

 

 Amazingly, Jim and Gordon never got a chance to meet in real life. Our 

Gordon left the modelling community forever in this past year, sadly. 

 



 Jim expertly explained succinctly how it 

was that Gordon Stevensô original run of 

vacuform aircraft were made by use of a 

ñmaleò molding also known as a ñdrapeò 

process. 
 

 Which is in part why Jim carefully spelt 

out that this Curtiss A-12 Shrike of his, a 

ñfemaleò molding of Gordon Stevens. He 

had done this originally as a ñmaleò and a 

true aficionado of vac forms who has one 

of each, could easily tell you comparison 

of one to other, really night and day ! 
 

 The ñfemaleò, or ñcavityò process of vac 

form molding is much more challenging 

to perform, but rewards maker with much 

greater details in end results.  
 

 As Jim made very clear to us all, Gordon 

wasnôt one to content himself to remain a 

success on one trick or several. From his 

1970s start, he continued long prodigious 

career, improving the products he made in 

every effort. He set and advanced the bar 

by which all sorts of model companies be 

held to as ñgood, better, bestò. 
 

 Even today many of Gordonôs mastered products are equal or better than resin or injection kits of the same subjects.   
 

 Jimôs example works from basis of Rareplanes productions, exemplify Gordonôs philosophy he proudly put on 

adverts of early years. Namely, each finished model would reflect his AND the BUILDERôs personal best. 



 Jimôs explaining the rich history of vac form aircrafting didnôt of course, solely revolve around Gordon Stevens 

and Rareplanes, et al. You may recall he had two other faces on his framed photo at the beginning of the article. 
 

 Pleasing surprise for me again with Jimôs table this month, (of the several), was that he has this particular plane 

for illustrating the next gentleman of his storyôs work. This is the Curtiss XP-31, a charmer on first sight for me, 

when a particular well used shot of one in flight was my introduction at age 12 in ñAmerican Combat Planesò. 

 



  

 While I donôt recall hearing where Jim first ran across this Curtiss, my bet is that came about in a different book 

but we both share a liking for this model maker in any event. ñExecuformò is the company, ñmaleò molding the 

production process, Mike Herrill the master. Jim had Mr Herrillôs photo on his array, and he has had long time of 

friendship in modelbuilding with him, happily this includes ñface timeò. Mike Herrill hails from Southern Calif. 

 

 Sorry for the next item here, the Great Lakes 

XTBG-1 aircraft model master below. I donôt 

have notes on its origin or how Jim got this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Third gentleman in the photo array of 

Jim Lundôs display, produced a model 

here that ties back to Gordon Stevens ! 
 

 This modeler and master craftsman is 

named Ray OôNeill, and Jim Lund has 

spoken to us of him before, along with 

sharing the grand products of that share 
 

 Ray is a confirmed vacuform fanatic, 

he never has apparently offered any of 

his vacs for general sale. However heôs 

supplied some greats with their starting 

basis, among them being our Jim Lund. 
 

 I am appreciative as ever for knowing 

Jim because of his deciding to make us 

his local IPMS Chapter many years ago 

and this provides more reason why. 
 

 The Keystone B-4A is another of these 

aircraft that were significant to US Air 

Force history, yet only Historians like 

Jim today, can recall or appreciate that. 

 


