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Futura, Club de Mer: shapes of things to come

By Mike Burton
*Part 1 in a seriese
Thanks to kit manufacturers’ desire to cash in on the “Boomer
Nostalgia Market,” I'm able to indulge in a little time travel.
Of course, you're invited to come along, because it’s a model

ride. You might say
the subject has long
been adream of mine.
It stems from my
passion for wheeled
oddities, which dates
to just beyond grade
school, when my air-
craft modeling took a
detour. Building
model cars exclu-
sively foraboutayear
and a half, my favor-
ites were “Detroit
dream cars” and wild
California customs.
Between 1967 and
1971, the kitmanufac-
turers put out an im-
pressive array of
these. I managed to
go through a good
number. I also sent
requests for data to
Dearborn and Detroit
which got me promo-
tional material that
kept the flame alive.
Alas, thetwomodel
buddies I found in
school built only air-
craft and so came
about my return to
that fold. Conformity
does have its costs.
Still, that interest in
those “future cars” of
the past has stayed
with me and now I
can use some of those
odds and ends from

"The 1955 Lincoin Futura,

Michigan as reference material.
of some classic concept car kits.

1995; original: 1956

Let’s drive through the past’s idea of the future in the form

1955 Lincoln Futura by Revell/Monogram SSP, reissue:

It was right there on the instruction sheet. Plainly put in the

with the “canopy” open. This shot shows why some
speculate that the Futura was the inspiration for the T.V. “Batmobile!”

“interesting facts”
about the car, a clear
statement in last line:
“Sleek and low-slung
..and may very well
be a glimpse into the
near future.”

Well T guess 11
years later was near
enough. If you don’t
follow my conspiracy
logic, I am referring
to the 1966 TV show
whose “Batmobile”
was foretold by those
prescient kit market-
ing copy writers!

I have yet to con-
firmit,butatleastone
reference states that
the real Lincoln
Futura “dream car”
was purchased and
made over for the
show, soenamored of
itslookswere the pro-
ducers. I would tend
more tobelieveitsim-
ply served as “cre-
ativematerial” for car
customizer George
Barris, who I think
was the real father of
that particular “Bat
Car,” and built more
than one for the
studio’s use.

Either way, until
recently anyone de-

Continued on page 10
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EDITOR’S BRIEY

In case you haven’t noticed, this is issue 12 of volume 29 of
this publication—meaning that the next issue will be our 30th
anniversary issue. That gives us a leg up on Fine Scale Modeler
(started in 1982), and we’re only a year behind Scale Modeler
in terms of longevity. We even pre-date IPMS/USA, for
crying out loud!

I'm hoping that our 30th anniversary issue will be really
special—and that depends on you guys and gals in the club.
We’ve had some really tremendous articles the last few issues
(by Jim Lewis, Mike Burton, Bob Miller and this issues new-
comer to the Styrene Sheet contributors’ list, Randy Rothhaar),
and I'hope to make this next better by making it even bigger!.

At the last meeting Jeff Hargis asked me how to submit
articles, which made me realize I’ve never printed any infor-
mation about how the newsletter comes together.

There are nosolid criteria for submissions. I prefer stores on
computer disk, but even typewritten, double-spaced stories
are okay. Randy’s Huey story came to me that way, and I
don’t mind inputting the story—I can edit it at the same time.
['ve even used hand-written submissions. I'm flexible about
this.

If you aren’t confident in your writing, don’t worry. Iam a
professional journalist (no, really!) and I can doctor prose
fairly well. Just ask Mike Burton—his writing includes all the
details in a distinct style, but he’s rough around the edges like
a lot of technical types tend to be. I polish his copy and work
with him to make sure the ideas are there in a more reader-
friendly style. But it takes Mike making the effort to get these
stories into a finished form.

It doesn’t take an all-encompassing knowledge to write
these articles. Just take your latest or greatest project and
recall what it took to build and finish it—deviations from the
instructions, unusual markings, added details, and so on.
These articles are helpful to modelers who will build the same
model sometime later. A wise man learns from his mistakes,
but a wiser man learns from other people’s—and the Styrene
Sheet offers wiser men (and women) a place to learn!

Of great help, especially for non-aviation subjects, is art. If
you could lend me books, photographs, or model kit art for
use in illustrating your story, I'd really appreciate it. Some
contributors (Stan Muniz, Jim Lewis, Rich Pedro, Mike Bur-
tonand Bob Miller among them) have gone the extramile and
made drawings to illustrate their stories. That’s not manda-
tory, but it sure is appreciated.

Once the stories and art are in my hands, the editor’s grunt
work begins. After the stories are converted into a Macintosh
format, edited, spell-checked and so on, they're laid out on a
customized template using PageMaker5.0. Photos are scanned
in using Ofoto 2.0, which allows me to optimize the contrast
for copying. The finished pages are printed on a 600 dpi
printer, and then are paginated, photocopied, folded and
stapled. With the current run we have, on a 16-page newslet-
ter; Imake 1200 copies, fold 650 sheets of paper and pound 350
staples!

Anyway, I'm getting away from the point, which is: for the
30th anniversary, we should putouta really terrificissue. The
second part of Mike Burton’s concept car series will be fea-
tured, as will photos from our contest and perhaps my article

onbuilding a 1:700 ship. But for anyone with a yen to contrib-
ute—especially first-timers—this is a great chance!

So,ifyou want tobe part of a very special issue of the Styrere
Sheet, don’t wait—contribute now!

Also coming up in February is the election of new officers,
whose term commences after the last slate of rascals finishes
their work on the contest. I know I'd like to come back as
secretary /editor (if you'll have me), and our Vice President
and Treasurer both would be happy to retain their seats (and
keep their offices, too). That leaves the presidency, which is
the only office that must make a mandated change each year.
No one may repeat as president, which means that Bill Dye is
off the hook after February. But who will the new president
be? Who will be willing to embark on a 12-month odyssey of,
“...s0, who built this tank-looking thing with the brown deal
hanging off the doodad?”

What I'm trying to say is, if you’d like to run for any of the
positions, the elections will be held at the next meeting.

Finally, the contest is on Feb. 25. We'll give all you willing
volunteers details of how you can help out at the Feb. 16
meeting. By way of an update, let me say this: this sucker is
planned out! We've selected judging teams well in advance,
vendors have been calling earlier than ever before and our
door-prizesand prize packages are looking go-ood! Jim Lewis
has taken the bull by the horns and has addressed the admin-
istrative problems that can bog a contest down and turn the
last hour into something akin to the “old business, new
business” portion of a boring club meeting.

That’s it from here. I've gotta go sand down the helicopter
hangar deck of a model of my old ship, the U.S.S. Gray. Why
isit that sanding and painting in 1:1 scale was such a drag, but
doing the same thing in 1:700 scale is fun?

—The Editor
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LETTERS TO SVSM

Dear Fellow Modelers,

I'would like to start off this letter from my IPMS chapter to
yours with an introduction of sorts, and to detail for you my
reasons for writing.

I've been a member of my Salem, Oregon chapter for about
10 years, building aircraft in all scales, and in addition to my
job at my local school district, I'm an aviation writer.

Bringing you to my reason for writing—I'm currently in the
middle of a project on collecting photographs of WWII air-
craft utilized as fire bombers and tankers that worked around
your area of California in the 1960s through the mid-1980s.
I'm speaking of B-17s, TBM Avengers, F7F Tigercats, etc. If you
could pass this letter around to the members of your IPMS
(club), perhaps someone might have some photographs or
negatives they could lend me in good faith for my project.

Hope to hear from you,

Sincerely,

Steve Zuger

1410 Norway St. NE

Salem, Oregon 97303

(Well, SVSMers, how "bout it? I know several of you are hoarding
data on P2V's (myself included). Is anyone holding on to some data
on older planes used for fire fighting?—the Editor)




Huey from Hell: convertinga 1:24 UH-1C

By Randy Rothhaar After cleaning up the openings where the pilots” doors
A few months ago, while watching Forrest Gump, I was were, [ test-fitted the fuselage halves. To my horror, both
inspired to build a Vietnam-era UH-1 Huey gunship. Tempted  halves had warp problems that would have given Mr. Scott
to buy one of MRC’s new difficulty. It was worst
1:35 Huey kits, I instead de- ontop, where the engine
cided to build the old Mono- cowlwas separated by a
gram 1:24 Rambo Huey I had half-inch gap! I thought,
hiding in my closet. no problem, I'll just tape
After looking through my and clamp whenIglueit
reference material, I chose together and it will fix
tomodela UH-1C, complete itself. With that in mind,
with pylon-mounted M60 I started working o the
machine guns, rocket interior.

launchers and a nose- Looking at the interior
mounted grenade launcher. pieces, I found them to
I had the kit, meaning the be really basic for a kit of
hard partwas out of the way thissize. The instrument
(or soIthought at the time), panel was a decal, and
so I grabbed the kit and the theseatshad somerather
fun began. thickly-molded belts on

Upon examining the them. The floor had a
mammoth (almost two feet very nice non-skid pat-
long) fuselage halves, I dis- tern molded on it. prob-
covered that the kit was ac- ably the interior’s best
tually a UH-1B/C hybrid. feature out of the box.

Monogram’ Huey had a B- Instead of “simulating”
model tail withashort-chord detail like I do on my

rudder, small B-model hori- smallerscalehelicopters,
zontal stabs, and a C-model [ could go all the way
engine with anintake froma and make a pretty accu-
B. Simply reshaping the tail rately detailed cockpiton
was out of the question since this big chopper.

the C’s was larger and had When I test-fitted the
an extended-chord rudder. cockpit floor and rear

So razor saw in hand, I cut bulkhead, I hit the first

off the old tail and made a UH-1C with the same markings of the 114th Assault Helicopter Co, as Speed bump on the road
new one. The stabswerealso Randy’s UH-1C. Note that mean smile on the grenade launcher. Below is the t0 a superdetailed inte-
larger in the C so I made same Huey, showing the side markings. rior. When Monogram

new stabs, too. Thick sheet plastic comes in handy for this sort ~ firstreleased this kitanumber of years ago,itcame with clear

of work. I decided that the new intake would be easier to fuselage halves to show all the interior . guts of a Huey,
scratchbuild after the fuselage was together, so I put that off ~which Monogramsograciously provided. ¢ All of the
until then. ribs, bulkheads, etc. that make up a Huey's \ internal

Now thatIhad a somewhat accurate C  tostart with,Ibe- structure are in my kit also, except [ got ™ olive

gan cleaning up the fuselage halves.Ire- |
lines and sanded off what seemed like
ets. Ireplaced some
molded engine
screens with

scribed thepanel ~ drab fuselage halves. That was fine with
billions of riv- except for the fact that, when as-
sembled, the entire interior is one-

eighth

me;

o f
the real an
thing, : inch too
and

small all the way
around! That’s right, my Huey’s interior
: ' ' free-floats inside the fuselage! To make matters worse
sanded off 2 R ; _, thick (yes,itgetsworse), there is not a single locating pin for the
louvers on the en- i gine panels cockpit inside either fuselage half.

that I would replace with thinner ones later. I wanted to show Before I could start detailing, I had to make the interior fit
off the interior, so I cut out the pilot doors on both sides and  first. First,  extended the cockpit floor one-eighth of an inch
decided to leave off the cabin sliding door. onboth sides with plastic strip so it would reach the fuselage.



I then added strips underneath the
floor so it would extend to the fuse-
lage bottom. I'scratchbuilt a new rear
bulkhead, and assembled the engine
bay bulkheads and the engine. I cut
the transmission and the exhaust pipe
off the engine to add after final as-
sembly, and installed the engine bay
and engine into the right fuselage
half. I decided it would be easier to
work on the cockpitafter the fuselage
halves were put together, so I cut the
roof off each fuselage half. Now I had
a convertible Huey!

I hid some lead weight under the
floor and in the nose and then pro-
ceeded to try to glue the fuselage
together. Remember that half-inch
gap in the engine cowl? I had to use
an aluminum C-clamp to deal with that. After
taking care of it, the fuselage went together
reasonably well and the rebuilt interior pieces fit
better than before. I cleaned up the fuselage
seams and the areas around the cockpit, and I
was ready to begin detailing the interior.

The kit’s instrument panel was the wrong
shape, so Imade a new one and added the hood
from the kit piece. I used photo-etched instru-
mentbezels, and added switches frombrass and
plastic rod. The wiring on the backside of the
panelwas made from solder and brass wire. The
console was filled with lead (the weight under
the floor wasn’t enough to prevent tail-sitting)
and its exterior was detailed with plastic strip
and brass buttons and switches. The map case at
the rear of the console was scratchbuilt from
plastic sheet. I felt the control sticks, collectives
and rudder pedals were okay, so [ used them as-
is. The only usable portions of the seats were the
cushions and the rails. The kit’s armor plating
made the seats look like La-Z Boy recliners. I
made new armor for the seats according to my
references, added springs to the seat rails, and
made new masking tape seat belts with photo-
etched buckles.

The machine gun ammo boxes at the rear of
the cabin were detailed with plastic strip and
strapped down with masking tape and buckles.
I rebuilt the rear bench seat out of brass and
plastic tubing, with a masking tape cushion.
Again I used masking tape for belts and added
photoetched buckles.

The huge grenade ammo drum in the middle
of the cabin was made from a Soviet ICBM from
Momogram’s U.S. /USSR missile set, with a plas-
tic feed chute. I glue the roof together, added the

g f : i B b s £1 T
.. % i At the top are two views of Randy’s Huey's interior, showing the control panels,
C.elhng ribs and overhead console, and the inte- overhead instrument panels, grenade launcher ammunition drum, bench seats and
Tior components were ready to paint. re-worked pilots seats with new armor. Notice how Randy “popped the top” to get
All the interior parts were primed with Floguil easier access to the cabin. The bottom photograph is of a real UH-1C gunship panel.
lacquer-bas ad p rimer, which provi dsaaniaeti The large panel on theleft side of the control panel is the Helms radar screen.




The assembled fuselage, showing the anti-Strell#toilet bowl,” new stabilators and rebuilt engine compartment. The inset compares the
kit stabilators with Randy’s new ones, made from laminated sheet styrene.

base for other paint and also fills minute scratches. I used
Model Master dark gull gray for the interior color, with olive
drab seats and ammoboxes. The instruments were picked out
with black, red and white, and the entire interior was given a
“lived-in” look with some heavy drybrushing and a black
wash. I set aside the fragile interior pieces for installation
later, and then made my Huey a hardtop again by gluing the
roof back on.

After filling and cleaning up gaps where the roof fit poorly,
Ipolished and began test-fitting the clear parts. Let mejustsay
the interior fit like a glove compared to the transparent parts.
Thenose transparencies were both incompletely molded, and
as a result had to be shimmed on all four sides when I glued
them in. The same was true for the windscreen. The two
ceiling panels fit the best—they only had to be shimmed on
three sides! Small gaps were filled with gap-filling super glue,
and after fairing all the windows into the fuselage I began the

The kit landing skid, top, and the plastic and brass replacement.

polishing process. I sanded with progressively finer grits and
used Blue Magic polish until the windows were crystal clear
once again. I then masked the windows with frisket film and
started to work on some of the fuselage’s exterior details.

The new intake that I had put off making was taken care of
at this point. T used strip plastic for the intake and shaped it to
the correct C-model profile according to pictures. I also
scratchbuilt a new intake air filter out of thick plastic and gap-
filling super glue, and used fine mesh to represent the filter’s
internal screen. This strip plastic was used to replace the
engine panel louvers that I removed earlier. O also replaced
some grossly out-of-scale reinforcing strips on the roof and
under the fuselage with some thinner strip.

T'used thin sheet plastic to build wind deflectors and glued
these to the partitions between the pilot and cabin door
opening on both sides of the fuselage, Some armor plating
was added to the engine cowl, and the “toilet bowl” infra-red
suppressing tail pipe was scratchbuilt and glued to the ex-
haust area. I made the new pipe out of a U.S. ICBM from that
Monogram missile set again. Even if you don’t finish any of
them for some “Missiles of October” club contest, the kit is an
excellent source for large-diameter styrene tubing!

After a little more sanding and clean-up, the fuselage inte-
rior was masked off and the fuselage was primed with Floguil
primer and set aside to dry while I worked on the weapons.

The weapons package provided in the kit consisted of four
Mé0 machine guns and two seven-shot 2.75-inch rocket pods.
The guns were well-detailed—I only had to drill out the
barrels and add some wiring that was visible in my refer-
ences. The front and rear covers of the rocket pods were
usable, but I replaced the pod body with styrene tubing to
eliminate any extra seam work.

The weapons pylons were cleaned up and detailed with
some solder wiring and new sway braces made out of strip
plastic and brass straight pins. Pylon support struts were






