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Making a MiG-killing Skyraider in 1:72

By Chris Bucholtz
Saying the AD Skyraider was a remarkable plane is a vast
understatement. Its development was extraordinary, its
achievements legendary and its longevity astounding. It
evoked in its pilots a devotion that few airplanes ever earn,

and it lasted

“We would like to request that the Navy allow Douglas to

cancel the existing contract for the BTD,” Heinemann said to
anastonished collection of military and civilian air authorities.
“Instead, we ask permission to use the unexpended funds to
build an entirely new bomber, one I am convinced will do the

job for you.”

far longer
than its de-
signer, Ed
Heinemann,
could have
dreamed.
The Sky-
raider—or
“Able Dog,”
or - “SPAD,”
as her pilots
called her—
was theresult
of a remark-
able gamble
taken by
Heinemann
and his de-
sign team in

the summer
of 1944. Dou-

glas had been a contender in the contest to design the Navy’s
next carrier bomber, and its BTD-1 appeared it could hold its
own against its competitors, the Kaiser Fleetwings XBTK-1

and the Martin XBTM-1 Mauler. The
BTD-1evolved from the XSB2D-1, which
was a two-seat bomber with two re-
motely-controlled power turrets and
other innovations. The BTD-1 was a
large, gull-winged bomber with an in-
ternalbomb-bay, and was a rather com-
plex aircraft.

Heinemann thought a simpler design
mightbebetter. Ata meeting with BuAer
personnel to help pick the winner of this
three-plane race, a host of conflicting
views on the XBTD-1 convinced
Heinemann that Douglas stood a great
chance of losing out to Martin and Kai-
ser. So he took a gamble.

‘Papoose 409,’ the Skyraider that scored the second SPAD kill against a MiG-17, as it
appeared at NAS Quonset Point immediately after VA-176’s conversion to the A-7.

his left hand.

LT (jz) William Patton poses on his Skyraider,
which wears a kill marking, visible just below

Heinemann
asked for 30
days todraw
up the de-
sign. Admi-
ral Lawrence
Richardson,
the assistant
BuAer chief,
thought fora
few mo-
ments, then
said, “all
right, Ed. But
wecan'tgive
you 30 days.
You'll have
to have a de-
signforusby
0900 tomor-
row.”

Heinemann, Leo Devlin, Reid Bogert and Gene Root re-
treated to a room at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles, where
they worked from 6 p.m. until 3 a.m. to design a simpler,

stronger and more capable plane. The
four woke up at7a.m. to find a blueprint
shop, and by 9 a.m. they had the new
design ready for BuAer personnel’s in-
spection.

This plane, devised during an all-night
cram session, was the XBT2D-1, which
was later named the AD-1 Skyraider. The
plane could carry a massive amount of
ordnance, absorb a terrific amount of
punishmentand loiter over targetslonger
than any other plane in the Navy’s in-
ventory.

The SPAD was truly the workhorse of

the fleet in Korea, and it continued to
Continued on page 10
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EDITOR’S BRILF

Twoweeks on theroad hasmade youreditor’sjobabitmore
hectic than usual... but here’s this month's issue, and a good
oneitis, if Imay say so. Thanks go out to Laramie Wright and
Joe Fleming, both first-time contributors to the newsletter and
all-around good guys.

Nextmonth, once again, some other group has snagged our
Milpitas Library meeting room on our night. Efforts are being
made to ensure that this doesn’thappen again; itis likely we’ll
be meeting in the Milpitas Police Station community room
one final time in April. The good news is that we have the
room reserved at the library through July, and Rich Pedro has
vowed to make sure the Library room is ours each month in
the future.

Here's a bit of nationals news... Richard Peterson has been
forced to drop out of our Fighter Pilots Symposium, but those
of you who were building his “Hurry Home Honey” don’t
have to stop work now. His replacement on the dias is Urban
L. “Ben” Drew, pilot of “Detroit Miss,” and an ace with two
Me 262 kills under his belt. Get those Monogram Mustangs
moving!

The editor will be bringing a “duty roster” for volunteers to
this month’s meeting, so that you can sign up for just the role
you want to serve in this summer. This roster will make the

rounds from club to club; if you’d like to volunteer by e-mail,
you can do so at the address on the back of the newsletter.

We will have FOUR decal sheets this year, thanks to
ScaleMaster, Aeromaster and, especially, the enthusiastic guys
at Flightline Decals in southern California, who shocked us by
asking to do a SECOND sheet after the data for sheet #1
arrived. Generosity like this is rare, and we really appreciate
it!

The registrations are coming in fast, and the hotel reserva-
tions are going fast, so if you want to stay in the hotel get your
room reserved right away. Also, the tours are filling up,
especially the Travis AFB tour, which is limited to 60 people.
If you want in on this tour, you should register as soon as
possible.

Finally... Even with travel and the nationals, I got a chance
to do some modeling this month, and it was just what the
hobby was meant to be—relaxing. Granted, all I could do is
sand, cutand re-scribe, but it still reminded me that you don't
need a pile of expensive tools or a fully-stocked workbench to
enjoy modeling. I hope you had as much fun this month!

Well, gotta go re-work some T-28 flaps...

—The Editor

Winners from the 1998 Kickoff Classic

S1. Single Engine Jet or Rocket Aircraft,
1:72 or smaller

First: F-105D Thunderchief, Dennis Ybe
Second: FOF-5 Panther, James Wallace
Third: F-86D Sabre Dog, Marc Wilson

S2.Multi-Engine Jet Aricraft, 1:72 orsmaller
First: Avro Vulcan, Frank Babbitt

Second: F2H-2 Banshee, James Wallace
Third: Avro Vulcan B.2, Ken Miller

S3. Single Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-
craft, 1:72 or smaller

First: Martlet Mk. V, Roy Sutherland
Second: Spitfire IXC, Charles Betz

Third: Bf 109E, Jim Gordon

S4. Multi-Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-
craft, 1:72 or smaller

First: F7F-3P Tigercat, Chris Bucholtz
Second: Ar 240D, Greg Plummer

Third: Fw-187A-0, Mark Schynert

S5. Single Engine Jet or Rocket Aircraft,
1:48

First: T-33 Shooting Star, Harold Offield
Second: F-84D Thunderjet, Harold Offield
Third: F-94 Starfire, Harold Offield

S6.. Multi-Engine Jet Aricraft, 1:48

First: FG.1 Phantom II, Randy Rothhaar
Second: MiG-29 “Fulcrum,” Michael E.
Valdez

Third: Me 262, Ken Connor

S7A Single Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-

craft, 1:48, U.S. Navy

First: TBF Avenger, Mike Braun
Second: F4U-1 Corsair, Joe Fleming
Third: F4U-1 Corsair, Rodney Williams

S7. Single Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-
craft, 1:48 Allied, All Other

First: Seafire F.17, Jim Priete

Second: P-47D Thunderbolt, Ben Pada, Jr.
Third: Spitfire Mk.I, Alan Weber

S8. Single Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-
craft, 1:48 Axis

First: Bf 109E, Ed Van Brabant

Second: Bf 109G-2, Alan Weber

Third: A6M2 Type 22a Zero, Dale Bohling

§9. Multi-Engine Prop or Turboprop Air-
craft, 1:48

First: He 219, Mike Braun

Second: P-38H Lightning, Ken Connor
Third: Ju 88G with Berlin conversion, Cur-
tiss Knowles

S10. Jet or Rocket Aircraft, 1:32 or larger
First: F-4] Phantom 1I, Howard Weaver
Second: RF-4C Phantom II, David Stein
Third: F-16C Fighting Falcon, David Stein

S11. Prop Aircraft, 1:32 or larger

First: P-40E Warhawk, Rodney Williams
Second: P-38 Lightning, Howard Weaver
Third: F4U-1 Corsair, Howard Weaver

§12. Biplanes, All Scale and Eras
First: Fokker D.VIII, Jim Priete

Second: Polikarpov [-3, Joe Fleming
Third: Naval Air Factory PN-9, Jim Lund

$13. Rotary Wing Aircraft, All Scales
First: Mi-24 “Hind,” Rich Merkling
Second: Commanche, Rich Merkling
Third: AH-1W Cobra, David Stein

S14. Missiles, All Scales and Eras
First: Republic Loo#n, Jim Priete

S15. Civil Aircraft, All Scales and Eras
First: GeeBee R-1, Rob Ornelles

Second: Short Mayo Composite, Jim Lund
Third: 737-200, Rod Broyles

§16. 1:35 Softwskins and Support Vehicles
First: VW Type 82 Kubelwagen, [im Lewis
Second: Light Armored Radio Car, Carlos
Cardenas

Third: Panhard P-178 Armored Car, Chris
Hughes

§17.1:35 Light Armored Fighting Vehicles,
wheeled

First: M35A1 Quad-Fifty Deuce, Jim Lewis
Second: UN APC, Steve Nicosia

Third: LAV-25 Pirahna, Gabriel Lee

§18.1:35 Light Armored Fighting Vehicles,
tracked and semi-tracked

First: Halftrack with 37mm gun, Carlos
Cardenas

Second: Panzerbefelswagen I, Chris Hughes
Third: SdKfz250/7 8cm Mortar Carrier, Chris
Hughes



S$19. 1:35 Main Battle Tanks, Allied and
Neutral

First: Panzer IB, Steve Palffy

Second: Panzer IIIL, Gary Bentson

Third: Tiger I, Gary Bentson

$20. 1:35 Main Battle Tanks, Axis

First: M3 Stuart “Honey,” Steve Palffy
Second: M4A3 76mm Sherman, Laramie
Wright

Third: M4A1 Sherman, Joe Fleming

S20A. Modern Armored Fighting Vehicles
First: Merkava, Steve Palffy

Second: Israeli M50 Sherman

Third: Remanufactured Pakistani M4Al,
Chris Hughes

S21. 1:35 Artillery, Towed and Ancillary
Vehicles

First:25-Pounder Howitzer, Laramie Wright
Second: Raketenwerfer 88mm, Joe Fleming

522. 1:35 Self-Propelled Artillery

First: SdKfz 124 Wespe, Jim Lewis

Second: Hummel 150mm SP Howitzer,
Carlos Cardenas

$23. Softskins, 1:48 or smaller

First: Mercedes Benz 64 Command Car, Dave
Parks

Second: Humber Armored Car, Steve Palffy
Third: Flakpanzer IA, Jim Gordon

524. Armored Fighting Vehicles, 1:48 or
smaller

First: Renault FT-17, Bryan Finch

Second: Panther G, Mark Gedney

Third: Tiger IE (early), Dave Parks

S25. Automotive, Competition, Closed
Wheel

First: Porsche GT1, Dave Shirley
Second: Mini Cooper Rally, Greg Plummer
Third: 1971 Porsche 917PA, Kent McClure

S26. Automotive, Competition, Open Wheel
First: 1931 Alfa Romeo, Simon Favre
Second: TF Drag, Steve Nicosia

§27. Automotive, Stock

First: '67 Olds 442, Greg Plummer

Second: CHP Harley Davidson, Harold
Offield

Third: 67 Dodge Coronet R/T, Greg
Plummer

S28. Automotive, Custom (Low Riders)
First: ‘64 Chevy, Santos Gonzalez
Second: ‘57 Chevy, Santos Gonzalez

$29. Automotive, Custom (All Others)
First: '67 Chevelle Pro Street, Marc Wilson

Second: "49 Mercury “Chopped,” Tom Bush
Sr.

Third: AA/Gas Dragster ‘34 Ford, Steve
Travis

§30. Automotive, Commercial Vehicles

First: ‘85 Ford Stake Truck, Thomas Beisley

$32. Ships, 1:351 and smaller
First: U.S.S. Riddle, Jim Gordon
Second: Lutzow, Sami Arim

S33. Submarines, all Scales and Eras
First: U.S.S. Gato, Dave Shirley
Second: Type VIIB U-Boat, Ken Pinella
Third: U.S.S. Dallas, Dave Shirley

$34. Dioramas

First: Seaplane “Mothership,” Jim Gordon
Second: “Change of Ownership,” Joe Fleming
Third: “Jackpot,” David Stein

S34A. Vignettes

First: Normandy Bunker Vignette, David
Stein

Second: “Battle of the Somme,” Dennis
Meyers

Third: 2.8cm Gun Diorama, Steve Palffy

$35. Railroad-Related Subjects

First: Chesapeake & Ohio Steam Derrick,
Joel Ybe

Second: 1-pounder Armored Train Car, Kent
McClure

Third: Gas-Electric Railcar, Bob Miller

S36. Figures, Science Fiction or Fantasy
First: The Relic, Anita Travis

Second: Draco the Dragon, Anita Travis
Third: Yoda, Ray Alvarado

§37. Figures, Military, Historic and Others,
54mm and Smaller

First: Sergeant, Grenadier Guards 1914,
David Monti

Second: French 2nd Empire Currasier 1870,
David Monti

Third: Napoleon, David Monti

S37A. Figures, Military, Historic and Oth-
ers, 55mm and Larger

First: British Paratrooper, Falklands Islands,
Dennis Meyers

Second: U.S. Navy SEAL, Brian George
Third: SS Officer, Steve Palffy

538. Prehistoric Subjects (Dinosaurs, etc.)
First: Tyrannosaurus Rex, Roy Sutherland
Second: Velociraptor, Rodney Williams

$40. Space, Science Fiction or Fantasy Ve-
hicles

First: Gundam Leopard, Randy Rothhaar
Second: Battlestar Galactica Viper, David
Stein

Third: Space Cruiser Yamato, Gabriel Lee

S41. Hypothetical Subjects

First: Racing Stuka, Jim Priete

Second: Naval MiG, Harold Offield
Third: Sea Quest Helicopter, Tom Bush Jr.

S41A. Hypothetical Subjects, German

First: Lippisch Glider-Bomber, Mark

Hernandez

Second: He 162C, Mark Hernandez
Third: Messerschmitt P.1106, Mark
Hernandez

§43. Collections (5 or More Subjects in a
Theme as a Single Entry)

First: Spitfire Collection, Barry Bauer
Second: Luftwaffe Secret Projects, Mark
Hernandez

Third: “P For Pursuit,” Mike Burton

J2. Junior Aircraft

First: FAF Wildcat, Terrence Kiriokos.
Second: Bf 109, Terrence Kiriokos

Third: A-10 Thunderbolt II, Jeremy Mason

J4.Junior Automotive, All Scales and Types
First: 1955 Chevy Bel Air, Ben Torres
Second: 1961 Chevy Impala, Ben Torres
Third: 1992 Lexus, Ben Torres

J5. Junior Science Fiction And Fantasy, All
Scales and Types

First: Kroxigor, Pete Pickett

Second: Saurus, Pete Pickett

Third: Alien, Jeremy Mason

J6. Junior Miscellaneous
First: Zero Diorama, Terrence Kiriokos

SJ1. Sub-Junior Aircraft

First: Maquis Space Ship, “DS9,” Christo-
pher Knowles

Second: A-220 Airbus, Christopher Knowles

S§J2. Sub-Junior Military Vehicles
First: Panther G, Andrew Haas

SJ3. Sub-Junior Automotive
First: Shelby Cobra 427, Jonathan Williams
Second: Dupont Monte Carlo, Jason McClure

SJ4. Sub-Junior Miscellaneous
First: Tyrannosaurus Rex, Jeff Reich

Special Awards

Ayrton Senna Memorial Award (Best Com-
petition Car): Porsche GT1, Dave Shirley
Arlie Charter Memorial Award (Best USAAF,
Pacific Subject): P-47D Thunderbolt, Chris
Bucholtz

Mike Williams Memorial Award (Best Sci-
Fi, Space or Fantasy Subjects) Gundam Leop-
ard, Randy Rothhaar

Best Fire Bomber: C-119, Ken Williams
Best Air Racer: Racing Stuka, Jim Priete
Best Civilian Modified: ‘67 Chevelle Pro
Street, Marc Wilson

Best Desert Fighting Vehicle: VW Type 82
Kubelwagen, Jim Lewis

Best Lightning: P-38H Lightning, Ken Connor
Best of Show, Junior: 1955 Chevy Bel Air,
Ben Torres

Best of Show, Senior: M35A1 Quad-Fifty
Deuce, Jim Lewis



King of the battlefield: Henschel’s Tiger |

By Joe Fleming
*Part 1 in a series®

The Tiger [ heavy tank is arguably the most famous tank of
the Second World War. Its fame was liked to its fearsome
reputation, which overshadowed the relatively small num-
ber of Tigers manufactured. Only 1,346 Tiger Is were pro-
duced during the war, compared to 50,000 Shermans and
more than 53,000 T-34s. German tank crews prized their
Tigers, and Allied crews feared them. While the Tiger I had
some shortcomings, overall, it was an excellent tank.

It is often said that the Tiger was produced as a response to
the appearance of the Soviet KVI and T-34. That’s a miscon-
ception. In reality, the development of the heavy panzer
designs began in 1937. As the designs evolved, the main
concern was with countering British tank and anti-tank de-
velopments. The appearance of Soviet KVIs and T-34s only
accelerated the pace of the Tiger I's development.

The Tiger I developed from earlier heavy panzer designs
and resulted from a competition in 1942 between the manu-
facturing firms of Henschel and Porsche. During comparative

trials in October of 1942, it was decided that the Henschel
entry was the superior of the two, and was ordered into
immediate production. The Porsche entry was relegated to
conversion into the Ferdinand tank destroyer.

The Henschel design was assembled from a mixture of
components from previous heavy panzer design, and be-
cause of this exhibited some initial teething problems. The
Tiger  was also referred toby a variety of technical names; for
the sake of clarity, we'll refer to it as simply the Tiger I in this
article.

The Tiger I's technical statistics were impressive. The turret
was designed in a horseshoe shape, with the gun mantle
shielding the open end with 100mm of armor. The turret itself
as composed of 80mm of side armor and 25mm on the roof.
The driver’s front end plate, angled at 9 degrees, and the
glacis, angled at 25 degrees, were each 100mm thick. The un-
angled superstructure sides and the rear plate, which had a 9-
degree angle, were covered with 80mm of armor. The hull
sides were protected by 60mm armor, and the deck and belly
plates were 25mm thick. Despite the fact that much of the

——— ——
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armor was vertical or near vertical, the Tiger I's level of
protection was superior to any allied tank until 1945. The
amount of armorbrought the Tiger I to a combat weight of 57
metric tons.

The Tiger I carried a total of 92 rounds of ammunition for
the devastating 8.8cm KwK 36 guns. Covered bins accommo-
dated 64 rounds in the panniers. Another 16 were keptinbins
along the hull sides. Six were stored next to the driver in a
small bin. The remaining six were stored under the turret
floor.

The gunner used a binocular telescope with 2.5X magnifi-
cation. He used
hydraulic con-

mechanical reliability was concerned, the Tiger I was depend-
able when maintained correctly, and its mechanical failures
have been exaggerated over time.

I'had recently purchased a Minicraft Tiger I (early) with the
interior. In a future article I will review the kit in detail, but
suffice to say the interior is not complete or accurate. I realized
that I would be scratchbuilding a significant portion of the
interior, so I rationalized, “why not make two?” I still had a
dilemma, since there were several vehicles I wanted to repre-
sent.

The first vehicle would be the second Tiger of the 4th Platoon

of the  1st

trol to rapidly
turn the turret
and a
handwheel for
fine  adjust-
ments. The KwK
36 was capable
of penetrating
100mm of 30-
degree sloped
armor at 1,500
meters. The gun
was very accu- |
rate and was ca- {
pable of hitting
a6 foot-by-7foot |
target at 2,000
meters between
50 and 87 per- |
cent of the time,
depending on
the gunner’s
abilities. The
powerofthe gun
nullified current
allied armor illustrates the size of the Tiger.

protection, with the rounds being able to penetrate the
Sherman’s front turret at 1,800 meters. Other allied tanks did
not have significantly better protection and were equally
vulnerable.

The drive train consisted of a high-performance Maybach
HL210 P45 12-cylinder engine, which provided 650 metric
horsepower at 3,000 RPM through an eight-speed transmis-
sion. This allowed the vehicle a maximum speed of 23 miles
per hour. The engine was centrally located in the rear deck,
and could be accessed through a large hinged hatch. It was
flanked by its radiators and fuel tanks, which sat in the hull
sponsons. The Tiger Is ability to negotiate obstacles was as
good or better than most Allied tanks.

Initially, the Tiger I experienced teething problems in he
drive train and required regular maintenance to keep it
operating efficiently. Modifications corrected many of the
earlier problems, but none ever cured the tendency of mud
and ice to build up within the interleaved road wheels. This
problem resulted in thrown tracks and, occasionally, the loss
of a vehicle.

While not on a par with the Sherman or T-34 as far as

A captured Tiger | has its schnorkel inspeted by British froops. The Ketten

kompanie  of
schwere heeres
Panzer Abteilung
501 in Tunisia.
This tank was
produced at the
Henschel plantin
October of 1942
and was rushed
to Africa. Its pro-
duction number
was between
250013 and 25033.
The 501st re-
ceived two Tigers
in September,
eight in October
and 10in Novem-
berof1942. Ail20
Tigers were
safely shipped to
Tunisia.

The 501st’s ti-
gers were very
distinctive. The
unit equipped
their tanks with
non-standard front and rear mudguards. They used sheet
metal exhaust guards to hide the Tiger’s exhaust signature.
They moved the Bosch headlights from their original locations
to improvised mounts on the glacis. These Tigers left the
factory with tropical fiefel air filters. The vehicles were painted
at the factory in feldgrau (RAL 7027).

The 501st’s tactical numbers were found on the sides of the
turret in red with a thin white outline. The balkankruez was
located on the hull sides. The unit emblem was a stalking tiger
and was found either on the front glacis or on the turret sides
forward of the tactical number.

The second vehicle is the first Tiger of the 4th Platoon of the
2nd Companie of schwere heeres Panzer Abteilung 503 in
Russia. This Tiger was made at the Henschel plant in Decem-
ber 1942; its production number was between 250046 and
250076.

The 503rd received 20 Tigers in November and December of
1942, and was sent east in response to the Russian winter
offensive. The first elements arrived at the front on New Year's
Day, 1943.

The 503rd’s Tigers had a number of differences that distin-

at right






