vp 2 -
_aH_ ma o
= - w
= 2 B s
Cs2]) T -
= E fg3it o
() g S:5%. 0
= S TA53E
= S EEErS
2 T sss:R
N8 3 255ES
=) [+« S e
=g 2 o'%¥ @
-§ g e =
a g d - &g B
ST 2 m « £
< g & i
3

JOSE

SAN

San Jose Scale Modelers
P.0. Box 1052
Cupertino, CA 950135

FIRST CLASS MAIL

DAN BUNTON
910 NIDO DRIVE
CAMPBELL CA 12345

IMPORTANT: Check the Year/Month code
following "your name Xx" for the month
your dues expire after. Renewal $10.



LEAP MONTH MINUTES

The business portion proceeded neatly and fairly quickly, so here is what
transpired. Don Brown thought we needed to have more "how-to" clinics. Don
15 a new aember (too bad he was not here last year'}, so he was given the
usual new member welcome; he was made clinic coordinator. Actually, he
volunteered willingly (now you ENOW he 1is a new wmember'). That is what is
nice about having a new supply of suckers, er, new members.

I guess we did not have enough new members, for we could not ?et anyone to
volunteer to be video librarian, but the club did break laoose with $50 to bux
video tapes. Several nembers may have access to bargain case deals, just wha
we need.

Several members desire the hard plastic badges that Tom Harrison made. Tom
brou?ht the materials, but no one volunteered gn perfora the labor. [ have
the list of qeople wanting badges, but I do not know who picked up the
naterials. Please let me know who you are.

The TV program "Adventures In ScaYe Modelin is still not showing in the
area, but from Cliff Kranz, the show is on 2he Rhanert Park (Santa Rosa)
station and he says were not nmissing much. Editing and sound quality are
poor. Very disaprainting‘

Joel Thomas sgo:e again about the qaling convention (Flger Enclosed). The
model part has been changed from a contest to a display. everal members are
al;ea?y planning to participate. Contact the flyer or Joel Thomas for
details.

Nominations were opened for a new crop of officers with the following hearty
individuals getting the nod:

PRESIDENT;
Dave Hansen, Ron VanDerGrift, Barry Bauer
VICE-PRESIDENT;
Eric McClure, Bill Ferrante, Mike Burton
SECRETARY;
cliff Kranz, Alan Wolcott (I)
TREASURER;
Rex ﬁarden (n
No comments were submitted by any of the candidates for publication.

FOR THIS MEETING

This month we will have election of officers. We will also have a clinic on
how to make your own showcases. WAlso, all members and guests who won an award
at our contest last month are asked to bring their nxnnln? models and award to
this |eetin? for display. O0f course, any other models are also welcomed.
Especially this month, we would like to encourage all of you to bring models
that are under construction, Ideas-In-Progress, shall we say. That is what
this club 15 amcst about so let us share our ideas {and gain ideas) with other
menbers. Get the ol’ juices flowing'' Nathing is too incoaplete or simple,
just bring 1t along' -

Rlso, next month’s news letter will probably contain a roster of meabers.
If you DO want your phone nuaber listed, or DON’T want your address listed,
please let Treasurer Rex Barden know at tuis meeting.  Many meabers phane
nusbers are not listed, as you eay have noticed when you went {0 call thea, so
please double check this.

To continue this, 1f your address, or expiration date is incorrect, please
notify the TREASURtR, nat the secreiary {me), as the Treasurer maintains whose
dues are iaid etc.

Also, a thie meeting, let’s discuss whether the members would like to have
their names/addresses given out te  firms who @mail catalogs on
qzxatgon/nilitary/autonobile books, small taools, and other hobby relateg
1tens

NATIONAL NOTES
Dick €ole 15 the new Editor for IPMS/USA. I have heard, but do not have
tonfirmed, that Dave Chevalier was severely injured 1n an auto accident.
Election of new officers is coming up soon, too.

-
IPMS Travis

Sfroudly announces lheir

1988 Chapter Model Contest

g’adada(l . Mearch 19, 1988
al lhe

Travis Air Force Museum

Special Contest Theme and Award: U.S. Air Force Aircraft and Vehicles. Any aircraft
or vehicle vhich has served with the USAF. 5
Entry Fecs: Senlors - $1.00 per person for registration & $1.00 per model.
Junijors - $ .75 per person for registration & $ .50 por moxdel.
Schedulo:  10.00 AM Registration Opens  1.00PM Registration Closes.
1.00 PM Judging Begins
3.00 PM Avards Presentation.
Avards: B8 x 10 wood plaque for Special Awards
5 x 7 wood plaque [or 1st place
Ribbons for 2nd & 3rd.  All Juniors will recieve a participation ribbon.
Contest Rules: Standard IPMS - USA Rules apply. Models which have placed in the
Nationals may not be entered in this contest. Also models which have won Ist place
.in Region 9 compctition may not enter. Judging will follow IPMS - USA stancirds
ie. "asic Construction Concepts On Model RBuilding”
Intertaimment:  Vidoos on the 04,85,06 487 Natlonals and WWIT filmes will bae shiown - Froe.
Mh&wie;vﬁnl Muscwa Alrcraft will be open & on display for modelers Lo photograph.

Vendors Tables: Will be available for a $15.00 donation.
r Prizes: Dravings will be held throughout the day.

POR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT TOM KANGAS (CONTEST DIRECTOR) AT 448-0114 OR CAPT DAVE
MASON (IPMS TRAVIS PRESIDENT) AT 446-7991.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

CONTESTS: March 19, IPNS/Travis, Fairfield
Rpril 17, IPHS/Centra! Valley, Fresno
May ? , IPNS/Dam Busters, heddnng
June 5 , IPMS/Silver Wings, Sacramento
July/Aug.,IPNS/Nationals, Dayton, Ohio
DISPLAYS: October 2, Model Car éhuu, in Conjunction with Modesto Concours
D’Elegance. All ~ model cars welcome, special theme:
Linco?n Continentals. Contact Vince Nemanic 209/522-4729
or Bobby Duvalt, 209/577-474% or write P.0. Box 2327,
Modesta, CA 95351
AIR SHOW TEANS:
Blue Angels - 4/16; NAS China Lake, 4/17; NRS Lemoore, 4/23-24;
MCAS El- Toro, 8/20-21; NAS Mirasar, 10/8-9; NAS Foint Mgy
Thunderbirds - 5/18; Rancho Murieta, 5/20-21; San Diego, &/18;
Mather AFB, 7/2; Redding, CA, 7/3-4; Moffet NAS, 8/10; feale AFB,
9/17; Reno (Rir Races) b/lB; Vandenburg AFB, 15/29; Salinas,
10/30; George AFB, 11/12; Bakersfield
AVIATION: May 13-22; San bieqo = Rir/SEace Reerica 88. 1Ist International
Rerospace Trade Expasition. rown Field. Contact: Dub Allen
619/294-8808
May 20-22: Hayward - 24th Annual Hayward-Bakersfield-Las Vegas Air
Race. Contact: Lou Chianese, 413/581-234S
May 27-29; Watsonville - West Coast Antigue Fly-in and Airshow
AUTO RACING: Sears Point International Raceway - 707/938-3448
April 10; Spring Funny Car Shootout
Rpril 22-24; 7-Up Nascar Winston West
May 14-15; 2nd Annual Sonoma Classic (Vintage)
May 27-29; L-M SCCA Trans-Am
June 4-5; CSRE Vintage Car Races
June 23-2b6; NHRA Winston Drag Races
July 1-3; Ehelb American Convention
July 29-31; NHRA Motocraft-Ford California Nationals
Aug. 12-14; 13th Annual L-M California 6P/IMSA Camel 6T
Sept. 16-18; Super Chevy Sunday Weekend
Sept. 23-25; General Tire SCCA Championship
UCE. 8-9; C§RG V;ntage Car Races
Palo Alto Concours D'Elegance; June 26
Laguna Seca Raceway -
April 10th weekend; FIA Motorcycle Races
NO IMSA Race this year.
Others to follow later.

COMMENTS ON MODEL SELLERS
Thought I would get on ay soapbox one more time, as it might be (if I an
lucky) my last chance as editor. Actually, I needed to fill a blank space at
the bottoa and did not have a cartoon to tit. [ overheard, or was given, soae
negative coements on sellers at both our last meeting and our contest.

Sa ¥ So wanted an outrageous amount for a Frog---- kit'" Most of these
comsents came froe model guxlders. “Well, who else was there? Collectors,
sir, collectors. They will pay Euod money for coemon or poor quality kits
thai are 1n rare or unique packaging, with completeness and condition, as
added factors. The fact that you ‘may want the plastic parts just to build
doesn’t decrease the callector vaYue. Eut these sellers have to recognize
their narket1 our eeetings and contests are 98% tuilders, and a seller can not
expect to ?eL collector’s prices too aften at these meets. [f he daes, then
he does not know his market'! But don’t think he is gouging you, for offen he
may have invested $20-75 in a $33 kit, hoping to find ?ha? one buyer. It 1s
simple principle, 1f it 15 not worth 1t to you, don’t buy 1t or make an offer.
[f it 15, buy it. They spend their time, travel % money on SEeculatlon which
gives you the choice to buy or not. Ycu have no choice if they did na{ coae.
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FUTURE THOUGHTS

The club fun contest for the A-7 Corsair built anyway you want, 15 coming up
at the June Meeting, do not forget.

The day after our aeeting is the IPNS/Travis Contest (Saturday, March 19).
I understand they have arranged for a C-5 and C-141 to fly in and be on
display, as well as the museus aircratt. That is what I ca(} ataosphere!

Moffet Field’s Aur Show will be July 4th weekend again. Note this however
from the schedule I have, the Blue Angels will NOT "be there, but the USAF
Thunderbirds will be there'? That sounds interesting to me for even though I
am a Blue Angel fan and have seen them at least 20 times, in FIiF-ts, F-4s, A-
4s and of course F-18s, I have never had the opportunx&y to see the T-Birds.
Now, Aust when I get that apportunity, what 1s gqoing tc be the saee weekend
but the national Shelby American Car Club convention ag Sears Point Raceway.

Ih:y a;e ﬁrpecting over 1000 cars. Can my heart take 1t? Can my fila budget
ake 1t!!

(UnNamed Title)

You are all wondering now how auch Barrc’s attractive and well-brought-otf
contest put us in the whole, about now. Well between the excellent precedent
the last year's VP, Rodney Williass, set with ocur Regional Extravagan:za
Contest in 1987, and Barry’s clandestine, but well budgeted effort this year,
we may have actuall[ MADE money on this contest. It does not seem possible,
but here 15 what the figures say; 84 entrants, 245 models and $64§ incose.
Let us also note Tom Harrison’s excellent efforts in producing raffle prizes
that drew 1n aoney. Another spin-off of the notorietr of our contest 15 that
nany vendors showed up and of course paid $15 a table tc get in. Coasents I
heard were that sales were only modest, but I as sure if we had publicized the
swap part more, we would have had a lo{ more traffic.

fnd 1f you need a way to spend $687.50 of your own money, well Franklin Mint
has finally taken aie at you. They have released the series titled " The
World’s Greatest Aircraft®, 23§ miniatures at $27.50 a piece. The( are not
constant scale‘ but to give {ou an idea of their size, all 25 fit easily in
their 20" x 21" showcase. For that price, you do not get solid silver, or
even silver-plating, only pewter. Pfus you get recessed ﬂanel lines that make
Matchbox lock delicate 1n their efforts. Unless I win the lottery, I will
pass on these.

WANT ADS
WANTED: To Borraw, Aurora ‘Parts-Pack®-style car louvers. Want to make
nolds from your original. Will return unharsed and will su?ply a duplicate
set cast in white metal. Need ASAP, Please bring to aeeting, Toa Harrison

WANTED: Monogram [/49 B-26 Marauder, unbuilt. Don Brown 408/225-3274

KANTED: IMC "Battle Damaged" F-100, RF-4 & Mig 21. Need in original, clean
packaging, coaplete. Also, Monogram 1/48 C-47, any condition. ARlan Nolcott

NEW RELEASES
Squadron Publications: A
Jan.- Strangers In A Strange Land; US aircraft in German hands
Feb.- MIL24 1n Action
Mar.- FAF Wildcat in Action
Apr.- JuB8 in Action
May - Pz PKFN III 1n Action
June- Harnet
July- U-2 1in Action
Aug.- M-24 in Action
Sep.- 0-1 Bird Dog in Action
Oct.- Bristol Blenheim in Action

{courtesy of the IPNS Silver Wings ‘The Tech Order’)



and many of the nyths were dispelled. The leke was found ta conventional in
canstruction, with little armor because its 1,130-hp did not allow such
weighty items. The new US aircraft had 2000-hp or more, and. were maneuverable
which allowed thes to carry mare armor, firepower and s&rength 5o they could
cliab, dive, and fly at hxgh altitudes with the Ieke, and could literally blow
1t to pieces in the air with their firepower,

fs early as 1940, Horikoshi had pushed for & successor to the RoM, using a
new Z,200-hp engine, but continued delays on the engine kept the A4N “in
production. This may have been a critical point in the Pacific war. Already
suf(erxn? stagqerlng losses, and with the loss of six carriers in the late
suamer ot {942 hindering Japan’s ability to deliver planes to the battle,
hasty measures were underway. In 1943, the A&M4 was created with a turbo-
charged engine, but it was very unreliable and only twe ﬁratntypes were built,

The ASMS™ quickly followed as a stop-gap measure that proved better than
expected, anc actually had the highest production numbers. The A&MS returned
the rounded wing tips on a new 36°1", strengthened wing that did not make the
RGNS any more maneuverable, but increased its diving speed, a key weak point
of earlier AtM's. @ noticeable chan?e 15 the separated exhaust stacks that
actuall{ added a small propulsion effect.

R further problea for Japan was that the losses of so many planes also cost
thea the lives of all their well-trained and experienced pilots. The hurried
replaceaents were 1ll-trained and could not use the improved, but not superior
lero’s to change the tide of the war. Rdditionally, Japan was being
outproduced in aircraft, carriers and trained pilots. }‘e improved lero's
were taoo little, too lale.

The last model to see action in WWII, though it did nuthini to 1aprove
Japan’s declinin? fortunes, was the A6Méc, which “incorporated water/aethancl
injection. Two final versions that flew 1n 1945, but never gat to production
were the A6M7, ocutfitted for a 250-k? bomb plus {uin, ning-nounted drop tanks,
and the ASM8, which came to late with what the Sentai (‘Sen-’ tighter, ‘-tai’
groups) needed most, 1,560-hp.

In all, alaost 10,506 A6M’s were produced, plus 327 A6M2-N’s and 515 A4M2-
K's & Abhﬁ-ﬁ’s. The RSM2-N was the seaplane version, often referred to as the
“Rufe®. It first flew on the day of the Pearl Harbor attack, but never had
an( superior abilities to non-float equipped fighters, and never played any
noticeable rale in the strategy of the war. The A4M2-K and A4MS-K were both
two flace trainer versions of the sanme model. Neither of these trainer
madel’s prototypes even flew until November of 1943.

It can only be speculated as to whether the Japanese could have built a
aaneuverable, and possibly superior, airplane at the higher gross weight for
airanegt and aramor that a more powerful AND reliable engine would have
allowed.

DRANINGS -

The dranings I have done are serely to indicate the differences [ could
perceive in the different amodels.

AGM2: An early production model.

: The rearward firewall and longer cowl can be seen here. Nate also the
cligged wing ti?, twin instead of single bumps under the wing by the
shell ejection slot, and the nose-mounted guns go into the cowl and

fire nug through a slot, where as the A4M2 had a cowl-length groove.
AbMS: Note here the separate exhaust stacks, ailerons continue into the wing
txg and the rudder tria-tab is incorporated into the rudder surface.
Although not drawn, the AGMS does have the row of vertical slots just

behind the coul. fhe buaps under the wing were not apparent in “the
drawing I referenced, but both were on the A&MSC artwork I had.
A6M2-K: NOTE: This is only an approximation. I thaught it an interesting,
little-knawn variation and 1 estimated its appearance fros a very
distant & sketchy photograph. It has spin-reducing strakes on the
rear fuselage and has no ninz tannons nor wheel uel? doars, to save

weight. [ am unsure as whether 1t retained the nose quns, or had a

front pilet canopy, so I have left them both off for varxe{y.

HILLER AIRCRAFT MUSEUM ‘

Maybe some of you already knew about this but I sure did not. 1t is in
Hedwood City, and has 18 aircraft, 15 designed or built by Stanley Hiller, Jr.
a resident of San Mateo County. The Museua is only open by appointament. I
will check into getting the t{ub an appointaent to see 1t. Contained 1in the
museum are: prototype Hiller UH-5, two H-23B, prototype UH-12E4, Hiller HI
"Harnet " HlflEK UH-4 "Conmuter", FH-1100 #1, 'ﬁlnlnq Platfora", Hiller YHI!,
Doraan LIS {YH-31 AROE-1 Rotorcycle, Hiller ULV/YH32 "Sally Rand*, Republic
Seebee RCI and a Gazda Helospeeder.

AVIATION ART GALLERY
fn aviation specialty store has opened at Reid-Hillview Rirport. The list
videos, sculptures, brass sodels, baoks, Eosters signs and more than 200
rints and oriqina‘s on display. Nase 1s OLLECTAIR, at 2555 Robert Fowler
ay, #A, San Jose, CA 95148, 2%9-3360. Hours are; 14-5 M-F, 11-4 Sat.

MITSUBISHI A&6M “ZERO?’

There are surely a few of our members who could quote Yuu candlepaower specs
on the landing light of every aircraft Japan used in WWII, but I suspect the
najority of us have some curiosity about Japan’s aircraft ihat opposed us in
the Pacific, but have never taken time to research your curiosity. [ had seen
many planes that had different names on Japanese kit boxes, but sure looked
like Ehe sterea-typical “"Pearl Harbor lero" to ay uneducated ege. Most
articles focus on one specific model, but I found one in issue #38 of the
English magazine "AIRCRAFT" that explained a lot about all *Zero’s* and I
thought I would condense it and pass 1t on. '

In 1937, the Japanese designer Horikashi (already famous in Japan for his
highly naneuverahge ASM} was working on a new design to meet Japanese laperial
Navy specifications, to be called the A6M. "A® stands for carrier-based
attack fighter, with the “oN" aeaning the sixth (6) such model froa Mitsubishi
(M), It’s popular name in its home countr{ was Reisen (‘'Rei-’ for zera,
‘-cen’ for fighter) for the legendary R6M2 first flew just before the start of
the Japanese year 2500 (1940 AD). The A4MI was a protatype only, flying Rpril
!, 1939 for the first time, It handily met its goals except for speed, so the
more powerful ASM2 was developed, and exceeded expectations., Fifteen lero’s
were sent to China as a test, where they scored 99 victories against no losses
in aerial combat. Because ot this success, and later the domination in the
early part of WNII, the lero took on an invincible, legendary status on both
sides of the Pacific. Nothing could maneuver with it, and therefore nothing
could keep its guns aimed at ghe lero. Records and reports of the lero were
coapiled gy Chenault in China, but as with most such details before Pearl
Harbor, were given no frxnrity or isportance,

From the 65?h AéNZ, the outer 20" of the wing folded upwards manually. In
June 1941, the A6M3 was developed with these 20" tips omitted and replaced by
a squared tip. It was also powered by a two-stage supercharged 1,130-hp
engine, already a si?nificant increase from the two AGNI's 78 -hr. This
bigger engine soved the firewall back 8" and accordanlz lengthened the cowl.
3"3 A6N’s were on the carriers to attack Pearl Harbor. From the start of
WWII, they doainated the less aelle and dated, P-40’s, CW-21A’s, Buffalo’s,
Hurricane I’s and others. Not knowing the name of this devastatxng opponent,
the allies first named it "Ben", then "Ray“, then "Ieke", with the vxsuallz
different (square th ed) A6M3 referred to as "Hap", then changed to *Hamp’
{because of General nap‘ Arnold). When the Hamp was known to be a ‘leke’
variation, it was called the leke 32, This partly eiplains part of ay
confusion in box names, as already, two versions of the sase plane had seven
names; Ben, Ray, Ieke (& leke 32), Hap, Hamp, Zero & Reisen,

The legend of the Reisen was on the downhill in the latter part of 1942 as
the US now had the F&F Hellcat, P-38 quhtnin?, and FAU Corsair plus an A6M2
was found 1n nearly perfect condition in the Aleutians after a forced landing
that killed the pi!at. This plane was analyzed at NAS North Island, San Diego
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