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Building ‘Nancy’—two-and-a-half tons and four .50s

By Jim Lewis
One of the most impressive and powerful weapons to be
mounted on gun trucks during the Vietnam War was the
venerable quad-.50 caliber Maxim turret. The Maxim earned
areputation during World War II for devastating firepower.
When these four .50-caliber-machine guns were used against

The quad-fifty deuce could deliver unbelievable firepower
to the enemy, but had little extra capacity to carry sufficient
armor plating to protect its own crew. The loaders stood out in
the open, ata perfectheight for any sniper. The driver and unit
leader manned a lightly-armored cab. The gunner sat in an
armored tub, surrounded by weapons that had a penchant for

enemy ground
targets instead
in of their in-
tended role as
anti-aircraft j««
weapons, they |.

literally mowed
downbrushand
shrubberyalong
with the enemy
infantry, and [*
peeled open ve-
hicles like soda

cans. Some
called the
weapon “the

Yankee Clip-
per,” alludingto
the impact the
Maxim had on
the landscape
whenemployed
in anger. As a
convoy escort,
these trucks
were often the first targets for enemy snipers, who desper-
ately wanted to prevent the Maxim’s withering firepower
from finding them.

The majority of trucks armed with the Maxim were con-
verted M54 5-ton cargo trucks. These were purpose-built
vehicles originally intended as anti-aircraft platforms for
artillery units. When this threat didn’t materialize in Viet-
nam, the truck saw service in perimeter defense at bases and
later in defending truck supply convoys.

In a few cases, the Maxim was mounted on the M35 two-
ton truck. Though visually similar, the M54 is discernibly
larger than the deuce, and more capable of mounting heavy
armor plating to protect the crew and carry ammunition to
feed the four .50 cal machine guns in the Maxim turret. For
the deuce, it.was a different story.

A good view of ‘Nancy,’ one of the very few documented quad MS 2 1/2-ton trucks.

jamming at in-
opportune mo-
ments and were
outofeasyreach.
A quad-fifty
deuce could
sting the en-
emy—and be
stung in re-
sponse. The suc-
cess of these
trucks is testi-
mony to the
brave crews and
hardy design of
the M35 cargo
truck.

Squadron/
Signal Publica-
tions” Gun Trucks
contains the unit
history of 8
Transportation
Group, 27 Trans-
portation Battal-
ion, 444 Transportation Company, and photos of the only
known named quad-fifty deuce “Nancy.” “Nancy” was a
simple, lightly armored, gun truck with ferocious firepower.
She had interesting markings, though they were not as garish
and wild as some others during her time. As part of the gun
truck lore, “Nancy” is an excellent representative. This is the
charm of modeling “Nancy” in particular. Photo documenta-
tionon “Nancy” is good enough to make a model with a great
deal of fidelity to real life.

The unit history also mentions another deuce armored and
armed like “Nancy” but does not list a name or unit for this
truck. Concord Publications’ Armor of the Vietnam War #1
(Allied Forces) includes photos of two more quad-fifty deuces.
These are early versions, missing even the small amount of
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EDITOR’S BRIEF

Another successful Kickoff Classic has come and gone,
thanks to the efforts of our tireless volunteers! Despite El
Nifio’s best efforts to ruin our day, we had 91 entrants and
around 250 models—less than last year, but of ahigher caliber
and greater skill level than ever before. People braved an
absolutelybrutal storm and came from as faraway as Lancaster
in the south and Lake Tahoe in the east—wow! What dedica-
tion!

Our experiement in computerizing the registration was a
success despite a few technical problems, which bodes well
for the nationals. Mike Burton, Barry Bauer, Mark Schynert
and your editor worked on organizing the data, and in theend
it helped us overcome some mistakes made at the front desk.

Judging went smoothly, the vendors seemed happy and
our awards ceremony went fairly smoothly. All in all, it was
a most enjoyable way to spend a Saturday. In the next issue,
we'll publish the winners, along with some photos of the
event taken by Barry Bauer with his newfangled digital
camera.

The following weekend, Jim Lewis, Mike Burton, Brad
Chun, Lou Orselli, Betty Cunningham, Laramie Wright, Ken
Durling and your editor put on a display of models at the
Celebrate History event in South San Francisco. Wehad about
70 models on display, and we talked to many people who
were unaware of how our hobby has gone from kids’ stuff to
an art form. The event itself was quite amazing, with every-
thing from seminars on the clothing of the 1700s to the
Titanic’s sinking to the Battle of the Atlantic and lots of folks
dressed in military and historical costume. People like author
Eric Hammel, U-Boat commander Erich Topp and the
Tuskegee Airmen were included as part of the event, and
much of the money raised went

because of his efforts to photograph aircraft at the end of
World War IT and to keep chronicling aviation over the years.
This modest man has made many contributions to our hobby,
and it was nice to be able to thank him for it in person.

They’re putting this event on again next year, so start
planning—thisisan event you don’t want to miss being a part
of!

oesoceoe
You may have noticed that there was no January issue of

the Styrene Sheet. There were two major reasons for this. The
editor’s mother passed away just after New Year’s Day, and
the membership of the club failed to submit any stories to
flesh out the newsletter. As I have said in the past, I can’t do
this by myself—I need your help. Jim Lewis, Mike Burton,
Brad Chun, Greg Hargis, Bob Miller, Ben Pada and your
editor have provided the bulk of the material for the newslet-
ter, and it’s not right for the other 50 members of this club to
coast along and allow them to do the bulk of the work.

Already, many of you have stepped up to contribute—Joe
Fleming, Laramie Wright and Mike Yamada in particular
have expressed their desires to be first-time contributors
(look for Joe’s article on Tiger tanks next time!). I've also
received articles from Kent McClure and Bob Miller, which
will help me get anewsletter out in March, despite two weeks
of business travel. Keep it coming—it helps people learn,
become better modelers, and enjoy this hobby more.

o000

The nationals are creeping up on us! We're now making
formal efforts to recruit people for the event—and it’s a bit
more complicated than setting up the Kickoff Classic. We'll
have a list of “duty stations” available at the next meeting,

to help fund things like the pres-
ervation of the U.S.S. Hornet and
theS.S. Jeremiah O’Brien. We were
in a room with some large-scale
RC tanks and the big “fighting”
ships, including 1:72 models of
the Missouri and Yamato!

The best part of the event, for
me, was the appearance at our
display of several luminaries
whose names you may have
heard: James Swett, Steve Ritchie, | the
Jack Ilfrey and Besby Frank | po

by and chatted with us about the

CONTEST

June 7: IPMS Silver ngs Summer Contest,
_at the Ramada Inn, 2600 Auburn Blvd., in Sac-
ramento. For more information, call Scott Bell
after 6 p.m. at (916) 428-7217.

July 1-4: The 1998 IPMS/USA National Con-
_ vention and Contest at the Santa Clara Con-
- vention Center, hosted by IPMS SemiCon and
_members of Region IX. Theme: Rockets’

d Glare. For more mformatlon, call Chrls
iolmes, These aces all stopped | psticholiz at (408) 723-3995. ‘

us know whenyoucanhelp,
and sign up for the jobs you
want to do.

The organizing staff is
working hard to make sure
the event is special. We're
going to have luminaries
like Alan Raven, Jeff Herne,
DanaBelland others speak-
ing in our seminars, giving
our guests historical infor-
mation they might not be
able to find anywhere else.
We're also extending invi-
tations to people like the

along with some times. Let
CALENDAR

models and the airplanes they

Tuskegee Airmen to give

represent. Both Homes and Ilfrey
talked about the P-38 and how
they preferred it over the P-51,
while' Ritchie took some time to
pose with Ernie Gee, who’sbuild-
ing a 1:32 model of Ritchie’s MiG
killer Phantom IL.

I also met William Larkins, an
important figure to us modelers

To submit stories, letters, requests for
help, or wants and disposals to the

STYRENE SHEET
Write to:
Silicon Valley Scale Modelers, P.0. Box
361644 Milpitas, CA
or, by E-mail, to bucholtzc@aol.com

modelers a chance to meet
these people and to talk to
them one on one. People are
the most important part of
thishobby, sowe wantsome
of these important people at
our event!
Until next time...
—The Editor




Tamiya scores a nightfighter victory with He 219

By Bradley D. Chun
Potentially one of the Luftwaffe’s most effective night-
fighters, the Heinkel He 219 “Uhu” (Eagle-Owl) was doomed
by political misjudgments and maltreatment. Started as a
private venture study by Heinkel, the He 219 incorporated a
number of advanced features, such as a pressurized crew
compart-

wait sure was worth it.

In addition to five bags of injection molded parts, the kit
includes a die-cast metal section that is the basis for the
cockpit floor and nose landing gear bay. The cockpit floor was
designed so that the modeler will not have to weigh the front
of the “Owl” to prevent it from becoming a tail-dragger, a

Vvery
ment, acock- thoughttful
pit  posi- move on
tioned in the Tamiya's
extremse part. The
nose for ex- detail in
cellent vis- the cockpit
ibility, and comes
tricycle land- from the
ing gear. The injected-
He 219 was molded
also the parts, and
world’s first While it may have looked ungainly on the ground, Heinkel’s Uhu was a lethal force in the air. these have
operational been de-

aircraft to be equipped with ejector seats.

Powered by two Daimler-Benz DB603 engines, the aircraft
displayed its combat-worthiness against allied bombers in
nocturnal operations during the final part of World War IL
Several variants were produced, starting with the He 219A-0
in 1942. The He 219A-7 was the final and most sophisticated
version. It was equipped with larger, improved supercharger
intakes for its DB603G engines to enhance its high-altitude
performance.

The plane’s eyes were its FuG220 radar, and its punch came
in the form of two 30mm dorsal cannons mounted in the
“Schrage Musik” style, plus two 20mm or 30mm cannons in
the wing roots and ventral tray. Although only 268 total
aircraft were produced by the end of the war, the He 219
gained noteworthy results against allied air forces and was
supposed to be the best of the Luftwaffe’s reciprocating
engined night-fighters.

Due to the high demand for Tamiya’s recently released
injection-molded kit, and its decal production problems, I did
nothavea chance to purchase this kituntil aboutamonth after
it was released to hobby shops here in the U.S.—but, boy, the

signed to incorporate the die-cast metal cockpit floor /ballast.

The detail parts include the non-flattened main wheels,
main landing gear and components, exhaust flame damper
shrouds, props, radar, engine fronts, and pilots. (The pilots
look like British defectors to me, and not Luftwaffe pilots.
Maybe they were Lancaster pilots who were shot down b
another He 219?) The parts are finely engraved with recesse:
panel lines, and the cockpit even has detail for a change,
unlike the Bristol Beaufighter and Meteor kits. The clear parts
are really nice, with raised frame detail and no distortions to
be found. The FuG220 Lichtenstein SN-2 radar antennae are
crisply molded and will not need to be replaced by steel wire.
All of the parts are flash-free, smartly broken down for ease of
assembly, and the modeler can see that Tamiyahas taken great
pains to engineer this kit

The ScaleMaster decal sheet, which is printed by Vitachrome
using the Invisaclear technique, includes markings for 3 He
219 Uhus. D5 + CL, tail number 310188, is a gray violet-over-
light blue mottled He 219 assigned to 3./NJG3, May 1945, in
Denmark. G9 + CH is another gray violet-over-light blue
mottled He 219, this one assigned to 1./NJG1, May 1945, in

was just one of the plane’s innovations.

One of the Uhu’s more colorful schemes: in RAF markings after its capture at the end of WWII. The up-front placement of the cockpit




The Tamiyakitdoes a goo job of hnling te radr atenna rray, n p vide etal cockpit floor to keep the nose gear on the ground.

Germany. The last scheme is for + TH, tail number 290123, a
gray violetand lightblue-over-night black He 219 assigned to
1./NJG1, May 1945, in Germany. Also included on the decal
sheet are the appropriate swastikas and decal seat belts.

A full-size, 1:48 camouflage pattern sheet is also included.
The pattern included is for the night-fighter versionas marked
by + TH. Tamiya has been including these sheets in some of
their recent aircraft kits to aid with the painting of the camou-
flage patterns. All one needs to do is cut out the appropriate
patterns, affix to the model, and paint. This works well for the
Beaufighter,butIthinkI'll freehand the mottling on the He 219.

The 10-page instruction sheet includes a brief history and
development of the He 219, a Tamiya paint reference chart,
recommended tool section, 16 illustrated construction steps
and a decal and markings section. The instructions arebroken
down in typical fashion with the assembly of the cockpit and

See step 12: the confes

By Kent McClure

Hi. My name is Kent..and I'm a modeler. I've been a
modeler for about 35 years. It started so innocently. I can still
remember my first model. I was only a lad and it was at a
Christmas Cub Scout pack meeting. They were giving pre-
sents to all the kids that were there. They held out a model to
me and said, “Go ahead, take it. It's just one. It won’t hurt
you.”

Those fateful words—“It’s just one. It won't hurt you.”
Never did I dream what a precipitous voyage I was embark-
ing on. I took that model home and played with it. It seemed
harmless enough. When the novelty of that kit wore off, 1
wanted another one. And then another. And another. At first
I thought that I could handle it, control the desire. But then
came the high school and college years. I found myself
wanting more. Onekitata timejust wouldn’tdo. Thad to have
three or four going at a time. I craved the smell of injected
plastic. | had to have more, more, MORE! And then injected
plastic wasn’tenough. Ineeded more of achallenge—abigger
modeling rush. SoIstarted doing conversionsand vacuforms.
Soon, it was white metal and resins. Then, finally, it was short
run kits—MPM, Pegasus. I found myself sneaking into hobby
stores to look at magazines for kit reviews and new releases.
The thought of photoetched detail sets sent me on flights of
fancy. I would find myself opening up kits and wonder how
I would build it—whose plane/tank/ship/car/etc. Nothing
would stop me. Not lack of markings. lack of reference

fuselage first, followed by the wings, optional-positioned
flaps, main landing gear, prop and tail surfaces, and final
assembly.

Once again Murphy’s Law has struck for vacuform model-
ers. First the Beaufighter, now the Owl. Before Tarniya released
the He 219A-7, the modeler had buta few choices, a vacuform
or a resin kit. Now, for the price of the vacuform kit or 1/3 the
price of the resin kit, any modeler can have a 1:48 injection-
molded He 219 sitting on his shelf. With the level of detailand
quality of engineering in to this kit, one should be able tobuild
it quickly and with little difficulty. There will certainly be
quite a few He 219A-7s on contest tables this coming year.
will surely be building one of these “Owls”, butnot until after
I finish the vacuform He 219 that I started just before this kit
came out!

sions of a scale modeler

material, lack of money.

I had hit bottom. I knew I needed help. But I wanted to do
it on my own. FirstI turned to the magazines—Scale Modeler,
Scale Models, FSM. It barely scratched the surface. Then it was
the self-help books—Dr. Kalmbach'’s Building Plastic Models,
Modeling Tanks and Military Vehicles, How to Build Dioramas,
and a host more. But it wasn’t enough. I just couldn’t go it
alone. I needed the help of other people who have already
been to where I was headed. I needed their experiences and
their support to help me.

SoIwent to the local hobby store and asked if they knew of
a good support group. They pointed me to the then San Jose
chapter of the IPMS. T attended their meetings and feltrightat
home, that I was among kindred spirits. I learned that I
shouldn’t be afraid to admit that I was a modeler. I learned
that it was okay to laugh at my projects and, yes, even cry.

It’s now been nineteen years since I've been going to this
type of therapy. I go to two support groups a month—the
Silicon Valley Scale Modelers and the Fremont Hornets. They
have been helpful in teaching me how to be an “in control”
modeler and how to have fun. They’ve also warned me of the
Dark Side of modeling—the dreaded “contest circuit” (a.k.a.,
the “Trophy Hunt”). They have shown me I will always be a
modeler, that there is no such thing asa “cured modeler.” You
take it one day, one projectata time, not taking your modeling
too seriously. They’ve taught me that I can proudly stand up
and sav “Hi. 'm Kent and I'm a modeler.”



B-17B shows 'off its eafly-style side ibllsters and “shark” fin. The Koster conversion provides replacements for many of the late B-

17 components, including the tail and rear fuselage.

Kostergives 1:48 buffs ability to build early B-17s

By Bradley D. Chun

I remember watching the TV show 12 O’clock High when I
was a little guy. I've always loved the outline of the B-17
bomber and purchased the Monogram 1:48 B-17G when it was
released back in 1976. I painted my -G olive drab and gray
and applied the “Chow Hound” markings to it. With the
recent releases of the Monogram Promodeler series, my inter-
estinbuilding another B-17 has returned—except, this time,
there won’t be any gaps and brush marks.

Isaw an ad for the Koster Aero Enterprises B-17C, D, E, and
late G vacuform conversion and placed my order in the mail
box. Just six days later, I received my order in the mail. My B-
17 conversion arrived damage-free in a sturdy, corrugated,
cardboard box.

The 8” x 14” instruction sheet is printed on both sides and
details the conversion of either the Revell 1:48 B-17F or the
Monogram B-17G.
The conversion to
a-Cor -D gets the
most attention in
the instructions,
since this conver-
sion requires the
most work of any
of the conversions.
You can also build
an -E, by changing

and -G staggered waist gun window glazing and Cheyenne
turret glazing. All of the clear parts are cleanly molded with
nice and crisp details. All of the clear parts are nice, clear, and
can be used as-is, but a tiny bit of polishing will really make
them crystal clear.

The two styrene vacuform sheets contain the -C/-D rear
fuselage and tail section, rear stabilizers, astrodome plug, chin
turret plug, and engine scoops. The -G Cheyenne rear turret
plug is also molded on this sheet. All of the parts are cleanly
molded with nice and crisp raised panel lines to match the
Monogram / Revell panel lines. Once these parts are removed
and assembled, it will be very hard to distinguish which parts
of the model are injection-molded or vacuformed.

The decal sheet includes markings for “557B”, a bare alumi-
num B-17C; “The Swoose”, the famous OD/ grey B-17D; and
“Yankee Doodle”, a dark earth and dark green over sky blue
camouflaged B-
17E. Also in-
cluded are na-
tional insignias
and U.S. ARMY
markings. “Yan-
kee Doodle” and
“The Swoose”
decalsare printed
in two separate

thenose glazing on
the B-17F, or a late
-G, by adding the Cheyenne rear turret, glazing, and stag-
gered waist gun glazing. An outline to reshape the propeller
blades is also shown, or you can purchase a set of metal prop
blades for $ 1.50 each, or $ 5 for a set of 4, from Koster. A
camouflage and markings section is also included in the
instructions.

The clear vacuform sheet includes all of the new windows,
nose glazing, -C/-D cockpit glazing, lower gun tub, taillight
lenses, and side windows, two-piece side crew access door,

variant, like the ventral gun position.

A B-17C in flight near Mt. Whitney. Some modern features began to creep in with this

pieces to elimi-
nate registration
problems. The
decals are very nicely printed.

The quality of the parts are up to the usual high standards
that we have come to expect from Koster. Koster has really
engineered the -C/-D conversion to be straightforward with
only the interior details, from the Monogram kit or scratch-
built, to be added. I highly recommend this conversion to
builders who have a couple vacuform kits or conversions
under their belt and would like an different version of the B-
17 on their shelf.






