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P-59: America’s picheering jet fighter

By Mike Burton

(Author’s note: In previous issues of the Styrene Sheet, I have
covered thefirst three pioneering jets—the Heinkel He 178, Britain's
E.28/39 “Whittle” and Italy's Campini Caproni. These were the
firstjets to be flown by their countries of origin, and I think they make
up an engaging ensemble. To complete this set, I am resuming with
the fourth pioneer, America’s P-59 Airacomet. In a departure from
my usual editorial style, | will not attempt to cover all kit sources for
my subject matter.
Only the particular
model I have on hand |
will be my basis.) '

The Bell P-59 was |
America’s first jet- |
powered aircraft,
and was developed
without the fanfare
its German and Ital-
1an counterparts en-
joyed. Bell Aircraft
was given the nod
to develop the air-
craftbecauseits Buf-
falo factory was
close to the General
BElectaise
Schenectady plant,
where the aircraft’s
Whittle-type en-
gines were to be
built.

Work on the P-59
began September 5,
1941. Because the
engines were soO

current generation propeller-driven fighters entering service.
The plane was sluggish, unresponsive and an indifferent gun
platform, all thanks to its archaic design.

20 P-59As and 30 P-59Bs were delivered to the USAAF,
which assigned the planes to the 412th Fighter Group, a unit
created specifically to evaluate the new powerplant. No P-59s
ever saw combat.

To build my Airacomet, 1 started w1th the Karo-As limited-
‘ run P-59B. The kit
includes 37 mostly
well-molded com-
ponents including
two vacuformed
canopies. The in-
structions, which
include a fine 5-
view line drawing,
are in German and
English, and make
great reading. Two
schemes are pro-
vided, one olive
drab-over-gray and
one overall natural
metal. If you plan
tousetheQD/gray
scheme out of the
box, be aware that
to accurately make
a XP-59A from this
kit you'll need to
add round wing
tips and rounded
horizontal /vertical

revolutionary, the
designers opted to
design an airframe that took no chances. The two General
Electric 1-A engines were nestled in the wing roots of the
plane’s straight tapered wing. The fighter was initially armed
with two 37mm cannon, but armament soon was altered to
one 37mm cannon and three .50-caliber machine guns.
Tests began on the P-59 at Muroc Dry Lake on October 1,
1942. The plane’s performance was nowhere near what Bell or
the USAAF hoped for—409 mph, a number below that of the

P-59B below has the later square tips.

i

A study of two P-59s in flight. The top aircraft, a P-59A has rounded wingtips, wh'le the

tail tips. Nowhere
in the Karo-As kit is
this stated ; thanks
go to Gordon Stevens of Rareplanes for this information, since
Tused a Rareplanes P-59B vacuform kit as part of my reference
material!

Bearing in mind that this is a limited run injection molded
styrene kit, the overall quality is quite high. I usually treat
thesekitslikea vacuformand spend alot of time getting all the
parts cleaned up prior to starting construction. What I mean

Continued on page 9




EDITOR’S BRIEF

The contest calendar below is extraordinarily full on the
weekend of the Sept. 19 and 20—three events will take place
on two days. Obviously, this is not an optimal situation in a
region where there are only 8-10 contests held in any given
year. The reason this has happened: no regional coordinator.

Region IX’s last RC, Dennis Bruno, resigned in May. He
gavenotice to the IPMS/USA E-Board at that time. According
to the IPMS/USA constitution, the E-Board is supposed to
appoint the RC. Occasionally, elections are held to find this
appointee, but the integrity of these elections is compromised
by the fact that there is no procedure in writing for holding
these ballots and they end up being advisory votes more than
anything else.

When Dennis, he began looking for his own replacement.
Ourown Jim Lewis, whohad run against Dennis in the last RC
“election,” offered to do the job, but unfortunately Fred
Horky, the director of local chapters, threw a monkey wrench
into the proceedings. When Dennis spoke to Fred about the
position, Fred said that Jim’s appointment would be fine.
Dennis offered to call Jim to give him the good news, but Fred
said he would do it “so it would be official,” to use Dennis’
description of what happened.

Unfortunately, Fred never called Jim. And then, the real
world butted in—Jim gotanew job that keeps him very busy.
At the regional in Vallejo, Dennis and Jim got together, and
Dennis told Jim of his appointment. Problem is, Jim isnow too

=y to do the RC job. And so, Region IX is still without a
Regional Coordinator.

How did thislead to the big weekend of 19-20 Sept.? The RC
is the person tasked with making sure that chapters’ events
don’t conflict. Since the post has been vacant since the spring,
no one in an official capacity has been keeping track of who’s

LETTERS TO SVSM ——

Atthe convention banquet in Santa Clara, l announced that
the executive board needed more time to chose between the
two competing bids (IPMS Metro of Oklahoma City and IPMS
North Central Texas of Dallas) for the year 2000 Convention.
Though a very unpopular decision, it conforms to the bylaws
of our constitution. (article 5, section 3D states “Announce-
ment may be given to the membership at the convention.”)

More discussions took place during the awards ceremony.
Late that night, the board re-convened and awarded the 2000
Convention to IPMS North Central Texas. However, the
ceremony had already ended, so the board's decision could
not be delivered at that time.

The members of the board would have preferred an easy,
clear-cut decision, but it did nothappen that way. We felt that
delaying the decision was in the society’s best interests, but
some have chosen not to accept this.

This card is intended to deliver theboard’s decision toevery
chapter in the most efficient manner. It will also be published
in the next Journal, which will be available in another month
or so. I am sorry this situation caused as much disappoint-
ment as it did.

Mike Brickman

Second Vice President, IPMS/USA

doing what. Since the IPMS/USA wants to keep control over
the RC’s position, the clubs in the region are without a
unifying figure who can work to make sure we’re working
together and not against each other. This pattern has to end,
and end soon.

No such divisive issues marred the regional, however.
Thanks to Bob Moore, Chuck Speir, John Clements and the
rest of the Devil Mountain Boys for a fine event. When you
hear no complaints about winners and losers, you know
things went as they should.

One of the highlights of the event was the “Dead Guy Sale”
of the more arcane items from Hugh Silvis’ collection. One of
the nice things about this hobby is that nothing is lost, if your
buddies and your significant other are wise to the ways of
modelers. Hugh'’s love of the hobby will live on in the models
of others who use the decals, kits and books that he saved up
over a lifetime of modeling, which are now dispersed among
Region IX’s modelers. As he’d say, “Wunnerful, wunnerful!”

—The Editor

CONTEST CALENDAR

September 19: 1998 Humbolt Bay Contest,
hosted by IPMS/Humbolt Bay at the Veterans
Building, 10th and “H” Streets, Eureka. For
‘information, call Bill Bitner at (707) 441-94383.

~ September 19: Travis Scale Modelers Model

- Expo,a display-only event at the Travis Air
‘Museum, Travis Air Force Base. For more infor-

~ mation, call Bill Stewart at (707) 446-2691 or
Dave Shreeve at (707) 427-5978.

September 20: IPMS Central Valley Annual
Contest, hosted by the Central Valley Scale
Modelers at the Fresno Fashion Fair Mall. . For
information, call Nick Bruno at (209) 292-5695.

- October 18: OrangeCon 98, the regional con-
testfor Region Vi, sponsored by IPMS/Orange

County. For mformatxon call Peter Gatehouse
**;at (562) 426-581 8.

‘November 7: Antelope Valley Model Show,
- sponsored by the Antelope Valley Group (AVG)
~ at Antelope Valley College, Lancaster. Special
 award for Best X-Plane. For information, call
Nick Kiriokos at (619) 769-4473.

- February 28: 1999 Kickoff Classic Model Con-

 test, sponsored by Silicon Valley Scale Model-

_ ers. at the Milpitas Community Center. Theme:
“Gone But Not Forgotten.” For more information
call Chris Bucholtz at (408) 723-3995.




Travis Scale Modelers
Model Expo |

Here is your chance to display your models
without the pressure of 2 contest. We are
offering modelers this opportunity at a
"Display Only™ Model Expo. Here is your
chance to show off your favorite model or
your worst nightmare. There wili be a
People Choice Award for the favorite
model voted on by all who attend.

Where: Travis Air Museum

When: Saturday September 19, 1998
Time: 9:00 - 5:00 |

Cost: $1.00 per entrant (bring all you want)

For information contact Bill Stewart at
446-2691 or Dave Shreeve at 429-0185
For vendor information contact Curt
Knowles at 437-5978




Bv 14 1: the Lufwaffe’s off-center oddball

By Bradley C. Chun
The Luftwaffe’s request for observation aircraft in the
years prior to World War II eventually led to the develop-
ment of the Fw 189, an unorthodox twin-boom aircraft
unique among Luftwaffe types. One of its competitors, the
asymmetrical Bv 141, was an even more offbeat design and
is widely considered the most unorthodox aircraft to appear
in WWIL The plane never went into full-scale production or
saw much combat, due more to the reluctance of the German
High Command to employ such an odd-looking aircraft
than to any defect in the unconventional design.
Design work on what would become the Bv 141 began in
; 1937 as a private venture to meet a
Reichluftsfahrt-ministerium specifica-
tion for a short-range, single-engine
reconnaissance aircraft that could
alsobe used forlightbomb-

ing and ground attack. The bizarre layout—a single boom
containing the engine and tailplane and an offset nacelle
with the cockpit and observer’s stations—was selected to
provide the best all-around vision from a single engine
aircraft. The first prototype first flew on February 25, 1938,
and proved to be completely airworthy. Veiy few problems
wrose during the tests, and an order was given for three
prototypes.

The original cockpit design was altered to resemble that of
the Fw 189, and armament comprised of two fixed forward-
firing MG17 guns and two flexible rearward-firing MG15s was
fitted for service tests. All three prototypes performed well, but
because of the Luftwaffe’slack of enthusiasm for the unconven-
tional, only five more Bv 141s were ordered. These were pro-
duced as the Bv 141B with a more powerful engine and slightly
redesigned airframe, which now included an offset tailplane to
improve the field of fire from the tail guns.

The redesigned Bv 141Bs were not as satisfactory as the
earlier versions, and although it had been planned to form an
operational squadron in Russia, this s plan never material-
ized. One Bv 141B flew evaluation § missions against So-
viet forces with Aufklanrungsschulel il in the Autumn of
1941, but all development ceased and }| the program offi-
cially came to - a n

in 1943.

The only 1:48 scale kit of the Bv 141 that I know of is from Karo-
As. This kit is a multimedia kit in the truest sense, with white-
metal parts, four bags of resin parts, a bag containing the
canopies, three sheets of white styrene vacuform parts and a
decal sheet.

The instructions come on «wo sheets. A 8 1/2” x 11” sheet
contains a bricf history of the Bw 141, iechnical data and
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specifications, performance, and detail drawings of the cock-
pit. The 11” x 17” instruction sheet contains the parts layout,
exploded assembly drawing, detailed assembly drawing for
the cockpit, color and marking section, and four black-and-
white pictures of the aircraft.

This kit is also one of the kits that Karo-As has upgraded
with white-metal parts. The main landing gear struts, main
landing gear strut scissors, tail wheel, machine guns, and
ammo boxes are provided in sturdy metal in this kit. Once
these parts have the mold line and what little flash there is
removed, they will look great, especially when a coat of paint
and weathering is applied.

The main landing gear bays, cockpit components, main
wheels, propeller, landing gear doors, antennae, rear stabi-
lizer strut, and duplicates of the previously mentioned white-
metal parts are molded in resin. All of the resin parts are up
to the high standards that we have come to expect from Karo-
As. The main wheels need a little clean-up in the area of the
wheel hubs, and the few air holes I did find were on the
backsides of the parts. The usual clean-up to remove the
flashing from the resin parts will prove to be little concern for
any modeler who has built a vacuform kit before.

Two sets of clear vacuform canopies are also included. This
has become the norm with vacuform kits released by Karo-As,
and is much appreciated, since there is always the chance that
you'll slip while cutting them from the carrier sheet or one of
the little ones will come by, pick up your canopy, and turn it
into a crumpled piece of clear plastic. As with most vacuform
canopies, a little polishing will make them crystal clear also.

The main wing components, rear stabilizer, engine boom,
engine cowling, and main fuselage are molded on three white
styrene sheets. All of the parts are crisply molded with subtle
recessed panel lines and detailing. These parts are also typical
of the kits released by Karo-As.

Markings for two Bv 141s are included. Both aircraft are
typical Luftwaffe RLM 70 / 71 over 65 camouflage with
markings for N C + RFand N C + O Z. As with all kits of WWII
Luftwaffe aircraft produced in Germany, the swastikas are
split into two decals.

Once assembled, it'll be very hard to tell if this is a vacuform
kitorinjected kit. Another gap hasbeen filled in my collection,
or anybody’s collection for that matter, by Karo-As. My Bv 141
will look at home when finished sitting next to my other
Luftwaffe observation aircraft, such as the Ar 96 and Fw 189

{we mean models (although the

F-102 and F-105—and cars, like '60s

At this month’'s meeting...

NATIONALS
LOSERS
CONTEST

people pictured art left
rtechnically meet the
requirement...)
AND

AREA RULED

Wasp-waisted airplanes—Ilike the

Mopars,—can compete!

And, coming up later this year...
September 98: Air Racers
October 98: That's Italian (aka “the Italians of October” (planes,
cars, armoyr, surrending figures, ete.)

November 98: What if? Vietnam 1980 and Mad Max Motoring
December 98: Only & All Vacuforms (No mixed-media conversions!)
and Really Resin (all resin kits)

January 99: Snakes (planes, cars, you name it—Kingcobra,
Airacobra, Huey Cobra, Plymouth Viper, Don Prudhomme’'s funny
Cars, Ford Cobra & Cobra 11, Shelby Cobra, models of fantasy or real
snakes?)

February 99: Variable Geometry & VSTOL, LTA
March 99: Century Series (F-100 through F-111)




A bird’s-eye view of Falcon’s vacuformed Swift

By Bradley D. Chun

In 1946, the British Air Ministry began to shop for a replace-
ment for the Gloster Meteor in the role of a high-altitude
interceptor. Supermarine was already producing the straight-
winged Attacker, and began work to develop a swept-wing
land-based version of the aircraft.

This work progressed through three experimental designs
before the Supermarine Swift emerged. The Swift F.1 was
armed with two 30mm cannon and powered by an AvonRA.7
non-afterburning engine; the subsequent F.2added twomore
Aden cannons and a new wing with a compound-taper
leading edge. When these aircraft entered service with No. 56
Squadron in 1954, they be- came the first
British swept-wing jet
fighters to

the FR.5 was designed to emphasize the plane's reconnais-
sance capability. The FR.5 had an elongated nose to accom-
modate three cameras, a frameless canopy and a new wing
with increased chord forward of the ailerons that created a
dogtooth leading edge. Supermarine built a total of 62 FR.5s.

The first Swift flew on August 25, 1952. Unlike other British
jets of the era, the Swift’s stay was brief; No. 2 and No. 79
squadrons were the last operators, flying FR.5s out of German
basesuntil 1961.In 1957 and 1959, Swift squad-
rons won the NATO reconnaissance com-
petition.

The final chapter in the Swift’s story
came with the development of
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go into
service. But this was any-
thing but an auspicious debut; aerodynamic
problems forced the airplane out of service in
1955, just a year after its initial deployment.

The F.3 was improved with the addition of an afterburner,
while the F.4 featured a variable-incidence tailplane. Neither
of these variants entered service.

All of these improvements did little to keep the Swift
competitive as a front-line fighter, and Supermarine saw the
writing on the wall. To salvage something from the program,

12 production F.7s,
which had a lengthened nose to accommo-
date radar and the ability to carry four Blue Sky air-to-air
missiles. The F.7 also had an increased span wing to accom-
modate these weapons. These 14 planes were used for weap-
ons trials at RAF valley, and ended their careers in a variety
of experimental roles.

Falcon’s vacuformed 1:48 kit of the Swift comes packaged in
a plastic bag with an instruction sheet, a clear vacuform
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A Swift FR.5 in the markings of No. 2 Squadron. The smail dark square in the nose is a camera port. The Swift had the misfortune of

maturing just as the Hawker Hunter arrived on the scene, another factor that led to its early retirement from RAF service.






