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The Luftwaffe’s wide-eyed owl: the Fw 189

By Bradley D. Chun and Lou Orselli

The Fw 189 was the result of a 1937
Reichsluftfahrtministerium specification for a short-range
reconnaissance aircraft that would offer good all-around
visibility to its crew. Arado, Hamburger Flugzeugbau and
Focke-Wulf responded [
to the specification with
designs, but it was the
Focke-Wulf’s twinboom
design thatwasaccepted
by the Luftwaffe.

TheFw 189 “Uhu” was
a distinctive, twin-boom
design, with an exten-
sively glazed fuselage
that provided its crew a
360-degree view in al-
most every plane. It was
anall-metalstressed skin
airframe, making it
rather advanced for its

aircraft. Upon opening the sturdy corrugated cardboard box
the kit is packed in, you’ll find an instruction sheet, a clear
vacuform sheet, abag containing white-metal parts, three bags
of resin parts, and three styrene sheets of white vacuform
parts.

The instruction sheets
arebrokendowninto two
117 x 14" sheets depicting
the parts layout, an ex-
ploded assembly draw-
ing, several detailed as-
sembly diagrams, and a
color and markings sec-
tion that includes two
black and white photo-
graphs. There are five air-
craft depicted, with their
markings, although there
are no decals included in
this kit. (Another excel-

era, and it could carry
three crewmen. The
plane was powered by
two 465-horsepower
Argus As 410A-1 en-
gines, which gave the Fw
189 a rather unimpres-
sive top speed of 208
mph!

Developmental diffi-
culties delayed the type’s
acceptance into
Luftwaffe use until the
spring of 1940, which
placed itin servicejustin
time for the invasion of
the Soviet Union, the the-

lent reference guide I
highly recommend is Fro-
189 In Action, by Squad-
ron/Signal Publications.)

One of the sheets also
includes highly detailed
drawings of the interior
of the center nose section
and tail cone area. Not
only are the drawings
highly detailed, but the
names of each item, pur-
pose, and the colors each
item needs to be painted
are also included.

The glass portions of
the fuselage come on two
sheets of clear

bl

atre in Wl?iCh it saw the The Fw 189 was based around an unorthodox twin-boomed planform
mostservice. The Fw 189 similar to that of the P-38, as the top photo shows, but its role was
was supplied to the air observation. The lower photo shows how much visibility the Uhu’s crew
arms of Hungary and ——
Slovakia, and at least one staffel used the Fw 189 in North
Africa.

R&D Replicas / Karo-AS’ 1:48 Fw-189 “Uhu” provides mod-
elers with a good starting point for building this unusual

s

vacuformed plastic. The
clear parts include the
vast green house section
and tail cone gunner’s
section. The canopy green house sections are nicely molded,
with the canopy framing detail molded crisply. A little bit of
polishing will make them crystal clear. A spare sheet of clear

Continued on page 12




EDITOR’S BRIEF

These days, with state-of-the-art kits from Tamiya, Accurate
Miniatures and Hasegawa appearing in increasing abundance,
there’s a lot of discussion about whether the people entering
the hobby today are “assemblers” or “modelers.” The people
putting forth the “assembler” theory generally say that real
modelers are the folks who build bad old kits, adding
scratchbuilt details, re-scribing panel lines, fixing improper
contours and fixing all the gaps, seams, sink marks and
molding flaws that come with old kits. Assemblers, they say,
are people molly-coddled by the fine kits available today and
are only willing to do basic construction.

I think this worry is very badly misplaced. There are “as-
semblers” and “modelers,” I think, but they don't fit the
description above. The new kits are beautiful, but an assem-
bler will build ONLY these new beauties and ignore older
kits. A real modeler builds what he wants, whether the kit is
an Accurate Miniatures beauty or a Aoshima dog.

But these definitions aside, there are a lot more qualities too
a great modeler than a great model. Models, as many of us
know, are much easier to assemble badly than to assemble
well. That goes for the best-engineered and newest Kkits.
Seams, gaps and panel lines require attention and technique,
regardless of the maker and vintage of the kit. Similarly,
alignment of parts like landing gear, road wheels and suspen-
sions is almost impossible to engineer into a kit. The builder
must pay attention to these features if he expects to build an
accurate and attractive miniature.

Another thing that can’t be engineered into a kit: the finish.
No one has devised a way to put a beautiful finish on a model
“out of the box;” it’s up to the modeler to master paint and
paintbrush, airbrush and clear coats, pastels and masking
tape. A real modeler strives to master these tools and to put
them to work to make a model appear as realistic as possible.

The last factor that makes a great modeler is an intangible
element, a feeling to his work. Being a great modeler is more
than being a great technician. It involves imparting a feeling
to the model, a style that makes them identifiable by their
builder.

The new, state-of-the-art kits—and resin and photoetched
details, aftermarket decals and replacement canopies—are a
benefit to all modelers, not just the casual builders or the
“assemblers.” It's what the builder does with the kit that
makes the difference.
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This contents of this issue, outside of Joe Fleming’s second
installment of his Tiger tale, focus on the outstanding diver-
sity of new kits that are now available to aircraft modelers.
There’s anew generation of kits emerging, as Tamiya Skyraiders
and Sabers replace the Monogram kits of 25 years ago. Other
subjects that many have longed forin 1:48, like the F4D Skyray,
the SB2C Helldiver and the He 219, are at last arriving in state-
of-the-art forms.

Afew years ago, amemebr of SVSM wondered if modeling
had hit a high-water mark, and if the model manufacturers
could possibly keep finding new subjects. Fortunately, mod-
elers have been providing suggestions for new kits, and the
manufacturers seem to be listening.

There are still some subjects awaiting the kit-makers atten-
tions. Your editor would love to see a 1:72 KC-97 or a C-123,
and a state-of-the-art series of medium bombers (A-20, B-26,
A-26) would be appreciated in purists’ scale. In 1:48, there’s
stilla need for kits of '50s Navy jets like the F11F Tiger and the
F3H Demon. What would be on your wish list? Let us know
through the Styrene Sheet; we could spotlight a subject a
month in a new section, “A Call for Kits.” Throw some
suggestions our way—we’ll make the argument for you.

That’s all for now—gotta go cure a Heller T-28 of it’s French-
ness!

—The Editor

CONTEST CALENDAR
June 7: IPMS Silver Wings Summer Contest,
at the Ramada Inn, 2600 Auburn Blvd., in Sac-

ramento. For more information, call Scott Bell
after 6 p.m. at (916) 428-7217.

June 13: IPMS Planes of Fame Contest, at the
Planes of Fame Museum in Chino. For more
information, call Al Pama at (909) 920-9917.

July 1-4: The 1998 IPMS/USA National Con-
vention and Contest at the Santa Clara Con-
vention Center, hosted by IPMS SemiCon and
the members of Region IX. Theme: Rockets’

. Red Glare. For more information, call Chris
Bucholtz at (408) 723-3995.

August 9: The 1998 IPMS Region IX Conven-
tion and Contest, hosted by IPMS Mt. Diablo at
the Holiday Inn, 1000 Fairgrounds Drive,

Vallejo. Theme: Over 150 Years of Bay Area
Naval History. For more information, call Chuck
Speir at (707) 645-0231 or check the IPMS Mt.
Dlablo websxte at www.ipms-mt-diablo.org.

_September 20: IPMS Central Valley Annual
Contest, Fresno. Forinformation, call Nick Bruno
at (209) 292'5695'

-’October 10: Antelope Valley Model Show,
_ sponsored by the Antelope Vailey Group (AVG)
at Antelope Valley College, Lancaster. Special
‘award for Best X-Plane. For more information,
watch thls space '

,} ‘October 18 OrangeCon '98, sponsored by
_if;‘fPMS/Orange County. For more information,
'*call Peter:Gatehouse at (562) 426-5818.




Sllver Wings, IPMS

SUNDAY June 7th

) -at the
ald Ramada Inn
2600 Auburn Bivd.

Sacramento, CA

DROP IN!

Doesh't matter how you get there, just get there!
The June contest will be held at the Ramada Inn,
same as December, NO STAIRS

Watch for more contest
information, soon.

‘A’

Vendors welcome as usual,
Tables $25 each, first come first served.

More info call Scott Bell at (916) 428-7217.
Evenings after 6 pm.

¥
CONTEST




Tiger I: earning its stripes on the steppes

By Joe Fileming
Part 2 in a series
The Tiger L has been a part of almost every armor modeler’s
collection at one time or another. While there are many
reasons for the Tiger’s popularity, the chief reason is the
Tiger’s reputation as a fighting vehicle. This reputation is not
hype;itstems from

stopping and firing alternately as before. When the range was
great enough, they then advanced and repeated the cycle.
“The Russian tanks had trouble following the constantly
moving Tigers, and thoughboth Tigers were hit several times,
they were not disabled. More and more Russian vehicles lay
on the battlefield, burning or stationary where they had

battlefield ac-
counts from every
frontthe Tiger was
employed on.

One such ac-
count appears in
Tiger, by Ryton
Publishing. Two
Tigers of SpzAbt
502 near Pskov in
April, 1944, faced
odds of 18 to 1
against attacking
Soviet T-34s and
Su-85s.

“The Soviets ap-
peared off the Ti-
gers’ front, and
Bolter’s driver
counted them off
as they came into
view. He stopped
after 20, but the
enemy armor still
came on. The two
Tigers faced anen-
tire brigade of 35
tanks and heavy
self-propelled
guns. The best
movewas toattack
immediately... the
Tigers drove for-
ward, training
their guns on the
lead Russian
tanks.

“Oberfeldwebel
Goring fired, then
Leutnant Bolter.
Each tank fired [
from a stop as the
other Tigermoved
forward a short distance. Then the second Tiger would shoot
as the first Tiger moved past to a new firing position. The
crews usually fired two shots from each stop, then moved
before the Russians could get the range. Starting from 1900
meters, GOring and Bolter moved down to 400 meters, shoot-
ing and moving in alternate sequence. At 400 meters, the
Tigers suddenly reversed, backing up to increase the range,

A Tiger crew in a restful moment. The bow MG Mm-chin- gun has been removed,
indicating that this photo was taken far from the front.

stopped when
hit.

“"Beolter
knocked out 15
tanks and
Goring got
seven, and both
tanks were low
onammunition.

“The shoot-
ing went on for
ahalfhour;then
the surviving
tanks  with-
drew. Bolter
saw thatthe red
warning light
on his tank’s
gun was on, in-
dicating thatthe
weapon was too
hot to function
properly.

“The Tigers
refueled and re-
armed as the
Sovietarmor re-
grouped. When
they returned,
Bolter de-
stroyed two
heavy anti-tank
guns. He de-
stroyed his 89th
tank that day,
and was recom-
mended for the
Knight*s
Cross.”

This account
of 24 Soviet
tanks destroyed
by two Tigers
withoutloss ex-
ceeds even Michael Wittman’s famous assault at Villers-
Bolage in Normandy. The T-34s and Su-85s, while not equal
to the Tiger, were excellent vehicles. They were capable of
destroying Tiger tanks, far more so than Cromwells or
Shermans, yet two Tigers stopped an enemy tank brigade
that, by all logic and odds, should have overwhelmed and
destroyed the German tanks.




already been painted dark yellow.

The Tiger and its crews became legendary because ac-
counts such as this one were closer to the norm than the
exception. This could be traced to the tank’s armor and
armament and the superiority of German tank crew’s train-
ing and tactics.

Iwanted tobuild a Tiger, so1 purchased the Minicraft Tiger
[Early kit wit the interior when it firsthit the shelves last year.
I'wanted to build the interior to show off the innards of the
beast, where the crew’s skills came together to make the Tiger

A turret is lowered onto a Tiger chassis at the Henschel -eto.

Ion in trallngz a new Tiger unit—tanks still unaom by unit markings—undergoes instruction in Fra

and cannon barrels were often covered to keep them clear of dirt znd debris.

such a potent weapon. At $55 re-
tail, I figured I couldn’t go wrong.
I was partially correct.

The Minicraft kit comes with 14
trees of tan and gray parts, indi-
vidual link tracks, photoetched
deckscreens,and anice decal sheet.
The instructions come as a 20-page
booklet, which is clear and well-
illustrated.

A short while later, Tamiya re-
leased their version of the Tiger I
early. The Tamiya kit comes in four
trees of gray plastic parts with vi-
nyl, one-piece tracks, rubber air
cleaner tubes and a decal sheet.
The instructions are clear but brief,
in standard Tamiya style.

I did not intend to review both
kits, but at the same time I did not
intend to kitbash both kits together.
But intentions can change...

When I first broke out the refer-
ences to check the accuracy of the
kits, I realized that there were nu-
merous errors and omissions of
detail in the Minicraft kit's interior parts. In addition to this, the
interior parts are molded poorly, with many ejector pinmarks,
flash and mold mismatches. The exterior parts are very nicely
done, however. The only major fault of the kit’s exterior are the
ejector pin marks on the roadwheels. Because of their location
and their sheer numbers (48 roadwheels, each with three
ejector pin marks), these are very difficult to correct. This is
what led me to purchase the Tamiya kit.

The Tamiya kit does not come with an interior, and is very

The hullnnd turret vo

nce. Machine guns



close in price to the Minicraft kit. The biggest fault of this kit
is the texture of the turret. Ithas a porous, orange-peel look
to it. This is inaccurate, since the Tiger turret was made of
a very high-quality rolled steel. This is an easy problem to
correct, however. The kit is lacking in many of the extras
that come in the Minicraft kit, and I personally hate vinyl
tracks. On the plus side, the detail in the Tamiya kit is a bit
better than Minicraft’s, and more importantly, the
roadwheels are completely free of pin marks. They arenear
perfect.

The Tamiya kits would make an excellent model out of
thebox, and could be a real showstopper with the addition
of a few figures shoved into any open hatches, individual
track links and a decal sheet.

The Minicraft kit would make a nice kit if you “mud up”
the road wheels, build it out of the box with the hatches
open and slap it on an interesting diorama.

I took neither of these courses. The kits complement each
other wellby correcting mistakesand lacking detail. I kitbashed
them together, but used Minicraft’s kit for most of the model.
As I stated earlier, I realized Minicraft’s interior is somewhat
lacking (to be polite). I knew I would be scratchbuilding a
large portion of the interior, and the project grew in scope and
ambition.

Before long, I had junk-boxed a lot of the interior parts and
bought Fruimodellismo tracks, photoetched brass detail sets,
Jordi Rubio turned metal barrels and a lot of styrene stock and
brass rod. I also bought several excellent references, of which
two were absolutely essential for this project.

Officers hold an improptu briefing atop an SSTiger in 1943.

Ryton’s Tiger I, by Uwe Fiest and Bruce Culver, currently
sells for $92 in the few places you can find it. [t is worth every
penny for its outstanding interior and exterior period photo-
graphs of production vehicles (as opposed to restored mu-
seum pieces).

New Vanguard’s Tiger I, by Thomas Jentz and Hilary
Doyle, is brief and inexpensive, but chronologically tracks
changes to the Tiger’s production features month by month.
It also provides a brief operational history.

With these resources, I started work on my Tiger. Next
month, I'll discuss the construction of the kits and briefly
cover some of the scratchbuilding that has gone into them.

R
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Ammunition loading after combat. This Tiger h

seen extensive service; note the bits of foliage stuck in the muzzle brake.
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