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Wespe: big gun built for the blitzkrieg

By Jim Lewis
In early 1942, Germany withdrew the Panzer I from front-
line service. Inits day, this Panzer had been one of Germany’s
premiere fighting vehicles. Though obsolete, the Wehrmacht
seized the opportunity to use its proven chassis and compo-
nents for conversions to new fighting vehicles. Of these
efforts, the Wespe is perhaps best known.

The Wespe was devel-
oped to address the one
weakness German forces
exhibited during the blitz-
krieg—the inability tomove
heavy artillery at the same
pace as its mechanized
units. In practice, limbering,
de-limbering, and training
towed artillery guns on tar-
gets proved too time-con-
suming. Many of
Germany’s artillery pieces
were still horse-drawn, al-
though through moderniza-
tionincreasing numbers got
suitable half-tracked prime
movers. This still didn’t af-
ford the artillery enough
battlefield mobility. These
artillery weapons quickly
became incapable of rapid
formation movement or de-
ployment supporting the
“blitz” doctrines of tank
warfare. It wasn’t possible
to reposition the artillery
guns quickly in response to
changing battlefield condi-
tions, and this invited
counter-battery fire. The so-
lution would be to mount
artillery guns on tracked
vehicles.

Such a vehicle would af-
ford the artillery crew the

agility, speed and mobility on the battlefield already af-
forded the tank crews they were supporting. The mount

field.

Two views of the Wespe. OHﬁlm intended as an interim vﬁo‘lilllél;,
the Wespe fought long after the deveiopment of its replacements
had been cancelled.

would provide vastly improved armored protection to the

crews during fire and transport operations. The vehicle mount
eliminated the need to limber or de-limber the gun from a
prime mover and the guns could be set up more quickly for
firing or stowed for transport. With a successful design, the
artillery would move as fast as the tank forces on the battle-

Designated special vehicle Sd.Kfz.124, and christened Wespe

(German for “wasp”), this
weapon “accidentally” be-
came the prime self-pro-
pelled artillery piece for
Germany’s Panzerartillerie
during World Warl. (Note:
German forces named their
self-propelled artillery after
insects like Grille meaning
“cricket.” The Sd.Kfz.124
officially bore the name
“Wespe” from 1942 to Janu-
ary 1944—when Hitler
banned its use). Originally
developed as a stopgap so-
lution until fully armored
artillery guns came into ser-
vice, the Wespe became the
solution for adding mobil-
ity to Germany’s fast-mov-
ing Panzer forces.
Germany’s ultimate de-
sire was to develop artil-
lery guns under full armor
protection. The Wespe, and
vehicles in her class, were
interim designs meant to
rapidly introduce mobility
to Panzerartillerie forma-
tions until efforts towards
designing and perfecting
fully-armored self-pro-
pelled guns could bear fruit.
However, the fully-ar-
mored concepts did not
prove successful, leaving

the interim Wespe as front-line equipment. Time ran out on
Germany, and their engineers were unable to successfully

Continued on page 7
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DITOR’S BRIEFK

December’s the month of our annual gift exchange (see the
article in this issue about how it works), and it’s also the
culmination of our Veterans Administration Hospital Model
Drive. When you're looking for gifts to give at the meeting,
don’t forget to do your part for the veterans, too, with a snap-
together or a simple kit. These kits mean a lot to the veterans
who use them to improve their health and their lives.

December’s also when the IPMS/Silver Wings Holiday
Classic takes place. This go-around, the show was held not at
the familiar bowling alley but at a local Ramada Inn. We
modelers shared the space with a (choke!) Beanie Baby con-
vention. The next time someone says you're a geek because of
your hobby, tell them that people like these exist and that at
least your hobby involves reading books and working with
your hands, and not just hugging some bean bag with eyes
and making “kootchie kootchie!” noises.

The contest room itself was a friendly, lively place, with lots
of modelers from around the region, especially the Bay Area.
The attitude of the hosts was, for the most part, congenial, and
the vendor room was, as usual, one of the best in the region.

The group from SVSM in attendance—Bob Miller, Brad
Chun, Jim Lewis, Milt Polous, Mike Burton, Marc Wilson, Bill
Ferrante and your editor—did well at the awards ceremony.
Lots of our brethren from Fremont, Golden Gate and Stockton
were in evidence, and it was a very pleasant day spent with
friends. Mike bought enough 1:72 Hasegawa planes to build a
small raft; Marc, who insisted he was in for “a plastic whip-
ping,” won second and third in his category; your editor
FINALLY got copies of Squadron’s Air War Over Korea and
F9F Panther In Action (only 18 months after finishing the
project he needed them for!), and Brad got a chance to meet
several of the participants in the rec.models.scale Internet
newsgroup he’d never met before.

The problems that Brad and your editor wrote about after
the Silver Wings’ summer contest were somewhat resolved,
though more progress could be made. Again, judges handled
some of the models, a direct result of the categories being
based on the last contest’s attendance. Some adherence to
standard categories would help alleviate a lot of confusion,
and would help build participation in categories that are
usually under-represented. The flip side of this is that stan-
dard categories allow you to cope with large turnouts better.
At the Sacramento contest, the category “multi-engine air-
craft, all types” was an invitation to controversy; eight 1:72
multi-engine prop planes were there, along with three 1:48 A-
10s—not exactly like subjects. Sacramento handled this well,
putting the A-10s in with the 1:48 jets and splitting the 1:72
entries into axis and allied, but all this day-of-event scram-
bling wouldn't have been necessary had more thought been
put into the categories in advance.

Also, as was the case last summer, there were a number of
display tables left empty while the tables in use became
crowded. I can understand “crowding” models to give the
impression of alarge turnout, but this approach makesit seem
as if the organizers are expecting a small turnout. If those are
the expectations—thatno one will come—why hold theevent?
Also, if those tables are needed, we're back to the handling of
models once again.

While these issues still need to be addressed, the Sacra-
mento club went a long way toward improving its event this
winter. Scott Bell and his crew should know that they’re on
the right road, and pat themselves on the back accordingly.
Despite the negative stuff we discussed last summer, we all
STILL went back, because we have faith in the Sacramento
chapter and the dedication of their core group of guys.

Nationals Update: Our decal offerings are being finalized
and, let me tell you, they're very interesting! Your editor
never appreciated how much fun tracking down 53-year-old
information could be—I've talked to pilots, intelligence offic-
ers, ground crewmen, aviation artists and a host of other
people, all of whom have been enthusiastic about the project.
Without fail, each started our conversations with, “I don’t
think I have anything that will help you”—followed by an
important detail. One pilot sent me a picture of an aircraft
taxiing, for instance, and while it was hard to see all the
marking of the plane in the foreground, the tail of a second
plane was in the background. I knew from the side codes
whose plane it was, and we had the nose art already—this
photo gave us the tailnumber. That’s how it’s gone—just like
assembling a jigsaw puzzle, piece by piece. Only two of the
markings of the six on this particular sheet were from single
photos. The rest have been pieced together from sketches,
memories, fragments of photos and logbooks. Hopefully,
after the decals are done and gone, this research will live on,
maybe in the hands of the fighter group’s association or in the
files of a research company, or maybe in the “to-do” list of a
decal company looking at some of the schemes we couldn’t
do for our nationals sheets.

If you're planning on staying at the Westin, get your reser-
vations soon. Rooms are being reserved at a very brisk pace,
so don’t wait if at all possible.

If you'd like to volunteer, give the editor a holler at the
number on the back of the Styrene Sheet. We'll get you on a
list and assign you a job; the plan is to work volunteers no
more than two hours a day, so you can help AND enjoy
yourself at the nationals.

And a bit of housekeeping... Special thanks to Jeff Hargis,
Bob Miller, and especially Brad Chun and Jim Lewis. These
guys came through at the very last minute with articles for
this issue. It was truly becoming a desperate situation—
there’s only so much I can write myself! Had they not pro-
vided me with their stories when they did, this might have
been a four-page Styrene Sheet!

Iwillsay it officially now—TI'll return aseditor and secretary
next year, if you'll have me. It'll be my sixth year in the
position. But in order to do this job, I need your help—
especially from you armor, auto, sci-fiand ship modelers. The
Styrene Sheet should showcase the diversity of our club, and
we need you to take the time to share with us the how you
built what you built. The talent level in this club’s awfully
high, and the modelers are very diverse. I need your help in
conveying this to the readers of the Styrene Sheet

That’s all fornow...I'm going back to the mailbox to wait for
my resin engine to arrive.

—The Editor
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Bordelon, Foimar and their Korean Corsairs

By Jeff Hargis

Mention Vought’s F4U Corsair and most people think of
hot, dusty airstrips in the South Pacific, or scores of burning
kamikaze planes plunging into the sea after falling victim to
the guns of the plane the Japanese nicknamed “Whistling
Death.” However, the Corsair should also be remembered as
a rugged workhorse during Korean War, performing every-
thing from reconnaissance and close air support to night
interdiction missions. The famous bent-wing bird was also
the mount of the U.S. Navy's only ace of the conflict, LT Guy
P. “Lucky Pierre” Bordelon.

With the end of World War II, most aircraft contracts
were canceled, but the Corsair continued in
produc-
£ 4 G

b

until
Decem- .
ber 1952. New models of the
plane boosted the speed to over
460 mph, four wing-mounted 20mm cannons replaced the six
50. caliber machine guns, and the ordnance payload was
increased to 5,000 pounds, making the Corsair a good choice
for the Navy and Marines in the ground attack role.

On June 25, 1950 North Korea launched an attack across the
38th parallel and President Truman ordered the Navy to give
immediate support to South Korea. A few days later, Task

months of the war, 82 percent of all close air support missions
were flown by Corsairs.

Despite the fact that the Corsair was mainly used in close air
support/ground attack role, it was not unheard of for Corsair
pilots to tangle with MiGs. Most of the time, the MiGs would
dashinand take some quick shots, a brief exchange of gun fire
would ensue, and the MiGs would head for high altitude and
the Corsairs would dive for the deck.
Although the Corsair was out-

classed
by the
MiG

in almostev-
ery category, theaggres-

sive nature of U.S. pilots and the poor
training of the MiG pilots evened things up a bit.

On September 10, 1952, Marine CAPT Jesse Folmar and his
wingman, LT Willie Daniels, were flying a ground attack
missionagainst troop concentrations in F4U-4s when they ran
into a couple MiG-15s. After several passes at each other, a
few more MiGs joined in the fray. At one point seven MiGs
were tangling with the two tighter-turning Corsairs, but not

Force 77, made up of
the aircraft carriers
U.S.S. Valley Forgeand
H.M.S.  Triumph,
launched  strikes
against the North Ko-
rean capital of
Pyongyang.

The strikes did ex-
tensive damage to
parked planes, run-
ways and the city’s
mainrailyard, butthis
did nothing to slow
the offensive in the
South. Soon, the
planes from the carri-

all the MiG pilots
were aggressive or
evencareful. Finally,
a MiG overshot
Folmar, who lined
up a shot and gave
the MiG a five-sec-
ond burst of 20mm
cannon fire and sent
it into the sea. Mo-
ments later, another
MiG struck Folmar’s
Corsair with its
heavy-calibre can-
non, and Folmar was
forced to bail out. As

= B Daniels orbited his

ers, including two
squadrons of Corsairs,
wereinvolved inclose
air support of ground troops to not only slow the attack, but
to keep allied forces in the south from being pushed into the
sea.

In a war where allied ground forces were outnumbered
most of the time, the role of close air support became the
bread and butter mission for the Corsair. Pilots became so
proficient in this role that they often would attack targets
within 50 yards of the front lines, and 20mm cannons shell
casings would scatter among friendly troops. In the first ten

Bordeion’s F4U-5N Corsair“Annie Mo” at K-8, the field to which it was dispatched
from the U.S.8. Princeton. Bordelon scored five kills in this airplane, but another
pilot wrecked it in a landing accident before it could return to the U.S.

downed wingman,
the MiGs broke off
the attack, and
Folmar was rescued
from the sea within minutes.

As the summer of 1953 arrived, the war for Corsair pilots
was the same as it had been, day in day out: close air support
and ground attack. But the Corsair would have one more note
of fame before hostilities ended.

One tactic of the North Koreans was to fly nighttime harass-
ment raids in old, slow moving Po-2 biplanes. Being made of
wood and fabric, these night raiders were difficult to locate



and track on radar. The
idea was to fly low over
South Korean cities and
airfields, waking people
from their sleep, and then
to drop a few small bombs
in the hopes of causing
some damage. Most of the
time these raids didn’t ac-
complish anything other
than disturbing people’s
sleep, but every so often a
pilot would getlucky.One
such raid early in the war
led to an F-86 Saber being
completely destroyed and
eight others being seri-

ject, kits of the Korean
Corsairs in 1:72 have been
rare and limited to the in-
ferior Fujinikitof the F4U-
SN and High Planes’ lovely
buthard-to-find “Dash5.”
[taleri has corrected this
by producing an F4U-5N
| version in 1:72 scale. The
May 1995 Fine Scale Mod-
eler review was favorable,
but in a general sense the
| kitdoesn'tquite matchup
o with the quality of many
other 1:72 kits of single
engine fighters. While
many of the changes from

ously damaged. That was
more destruction than the
MiGs had inflicted on the
F-86 up to that time.

In June and July of 1953, these raids went on nightly, and
the Air Force had been unable to shoot down these pesky
raiders with its state of the art nightfighters. One attempt to
destroy a “Bedcheck Charlie” with an F-94 Starfire resulted in
the loss of the nightfighter, which had to slow down dramati-
cally to line up the slower plane. When the Starfire opened up
on the intruder, the recoil of the cannons caused the F-94 to
stall and crash.

A call was sent out to the U.S.S. Princeton, which had just
arrived in the area, for a detachment of night flying F4U-5N
Corsairs. Four planesall from VC-3“Detachment Dog” landed
at an airfield 35 miles South of Seoul, and after a week a
familiarization with Air Force controllers they went to work.

On June 29,1953 LT Guy Bordelon, who had become and
expert at night flying and radar tracking, quickly shot down
two “Bedcheck Charlies,” identified as two YAK- type fight-

Bordeion, at right behind a squadron-mato, meets the press shortly
after his fifth kill. Bordeion was the Navy’s only ace in Korea.

the F4U-1 to the F4U-5
were captured, the detail
seems heavy for this scale.
The recessed panel lines are good, but the lines for the cowl
flaps, ailerons, and flaps are heavy. The ribbing in the landing
gear bays is so exaggerated that the wheels couldn’t possibly
fit into them. Also, the hinges for the for the flaps on the
underside of the wing seem huge, especially when compared
with kits of similar vintage like the Hasegawa TBF.

The kit’s worst flaw is that it is about eight scale inches short
in the nose. This omission misses one of the key identification
points of the F4U-5, and for [taleri to miss it is a significant
error. [taleri’s follow-on F4U-7 has a completely revised fuse-
lage, and a comparison of the two shows how noticeable the
mistake is.

Still, the kit does capture that aggressive, unique shape of a
late model Corsair, and construction so far has only required
minimal clean up.

The decals are for a Marine version, or Bordelon’s “Annie-
Mo,” which was named after his wife. Some sources have the

ers. A few nights later, Bordelon
shot down two more, this time
described as YAK-18s, and he
quickly became a hero in and
around the city of Seoul. The
“Bedcheck Charlie” attacks di-
minished, but on July 17, a
Lavochkin-type aircraft tried a
night attack and LT Bordelon
bagged his fifth plane, hence the
nickname “Lucky Pierre.”
Bordelonbecamethe U.S.Navy's
only ace of the war, and the only
non-Saber ace of any military
service. For his efforts, Bordelon |
was awarded a gold and silver
star and the Navy Cross.

With the end of the war, the number of Corsair squadrons
quickly diminished, but it had more then earned the admi-
ration of many a soldier. At the time, the Corsair held arecord
of 13 years of service, an amazing feat considering that it was
accomplished during the transition to jet powered aircraft.

While the Corsair has long been a popular modeling sub-

A VC-3 F4U-5N n gotlatos the icy deck of Princeton. '

nationalmarkings of “Annie-
Mo” as white, while the kit
has them in powder blue. Ei-
ther way is correct, because
the originally-white national
markings were painted over
to tone them down for the
night flights against the
“Bedcheck Charlies.” From
the color photographs of
“Annie-Mo” I have seen, the
decals capture the color and
should look good on the
model. A final plusis the $8.95
price tag, well below some
the $20 dollar price tag on
many 1:72 scale kits.

Italeriatleasthas takena stab at an important Corsair variant,
and its “Dash 7” kit also includes provision for building an
AU-1, although this would also require some modification to
the basic kit. Hopefully, some manufacturer will produce a
model of the most active of all Korean Corsair models, the F4U-
4, to complete the Corsair family in 1:72 scale.



Kosterconversion helps 1:48 B-24 join the navy

By Bradley D. Chun

While the B-17 was identified with the air war over Europe,
her sturdy stablemate the Liberator could easily be viewed as
a star of the Pacific war. With its greater range and slightly
larger payload, the Liberator was an ideal weapon to strike at
remote Japanese island outposts and hunt for marauding
submarines.

The Army Air Force was not the only customer for
Consolidated’s twin-tailed bomber. A large number of Libera-
tors were used by the Navy under the designation PB4Y-1
Privateer, with modifications for anti-submarine and anti-
shipping patrol duties. Eventually, the PB4Y-1 was comple-
mented by the tall-tailed PB4Y-2, and these bombers in blue
helped keep the sea lanes clear throughout the latter part of
the Pacific war.

While researching material for Koster Aero Enter-
prises’ PB4Y-2 Privateer conversion
(kitno. 19), :
I

also
be- v
came in- ‘ s 7.
terested in also building a PB4Y-1 Privateer. Luckily for me,
Koster Aero Enterprises also produces a PB4Y-1 Privateer and B-
24H, J, and L conversion, kit no. 14.

Tordered the conversion from Koster, and it arrived ina very

sturdy, corrugated cardboard box that withstood the rigors of
being handled ,

version (Army Air Force Liberators), the instructions include
the fuselage side armor plate templates, and the modeler has
the choice of either the Martin A-3A/B or A-30 “High Hat”
upper turrets, Emerson A-15 nose turret, an accurate Briggs/
Sperry Ball Turret, CAC A-6A Tail Turret, MPC A-6B Tail
Turret, or, open rear gun position (for Pacific Theatre aircraft).
For the PB4Y-1 conversion (Navy Liberators), an ERCO nose
turret, Martin A-30 “High Hat” top turret, MPC A-6B tail
turret, and Briggs/Sperry ball turret are to be used, along
with the Leigh Light used for Anti-Sub duties. The instruc-
tions are highly detailed, including part numbers and ex-
ploded view drawings. A list of reference sources is also
included.

The white styrene vacuform sheet contains
the different nose halves for both
conver-

sions,

t he

¥ body
i of the
ERCO nose turret,
the turret floors for the Emerson
A-15 nose turret and CAC A-6A or MPC A-6B tail

turrets, and a replacement fuselage cutout for the Briggs/
Sperry ball turret. There are raised panel lines on the different
nose halves which match the panel lines found on the Revell-
Monogram B-24 Liberator kit. All of the parts are crisply molded
with  no

by the U.S. Postal
Service. Upon
opening thebox,
I found an in-
struction sheet,
white vacuform
sheet, clear
vacuform sheet,
and a white
metal part.

The instruc-
tion sheet is
printedonan11”
X 14" sheet. It
details each step
required forboth
conversions. The
instruction sheet
includes the
steps that are re-
quired for each
of the 7 different
turrets that may
be placed on the
Liberator air-
frame. For the B-
24H, 7, or L con-

A Navy PB4Y-1 Privateer photognphod aovo Virgia In 1,9“. Ih'addition to helping keep
remote islands free of enemy subs, the PB4Y-1 also protected the shores of the U.S. itself.

flawsor thin
areas to be
found.

The clear
vacuform
sheet con-
tains all of
the above
listed gun
turrets, side
waist win-
dows, four
different,
shaped,
navigation
windows,
two differ-
ent chin
nose win-
dows, Leigh
Light com-
ponents, fu-
selage ball
turret floor,
and celestial
dome. All of
the

clear






