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Building ‘Teddy Ballgame’s’ Korean War jet

By Chris Bucholtz
In today’s era of an all-volunteer military, the idea of a
celebrity serving in uniform—Iet alone fighting—seems a bit
strange and would be viewed as a peculiar publicity stunt.
But during World War Il and the Korean conflict, celebrities

ended. In 1945, he was discharged.

Seven years later, the Marines came calling again. The 33-
year-old Williams, along with 2,100 former naval aviators,
was recalled for the war in Korea. This time, Williams was
truly infuriated, and insisted ona combat assignment. His big

were inducted into the armed
services like every other able-
bodied man, and several of
themended up as fliers. Jimmy
(“I—I can’t move my arm”)
Stewart flew P-47s as a mem- [
ber of Hub Zemke’s Wolfpack,
and Clark Gable was a tail gun-
ner on B-17s.

Perhaps no group of celebri-
ties was impacted more by
WWII than America’s profes-
sional baseball players. Of the |
5,800 major and minor leagu- |

ers in the U.S. at the time of ‘The Splendid Splinter,’ Ted Williams, in the cockpit of an FOF Panther
Pearl Harbor, 5,400 were in uni- iike the one he crash landed in February, 1553 (below).

form by 1945. Over 50 e
wWere

killed
during the war.
Greats like Bob Feller, Joe DiMaggio and Hank Greenberg
spent time in uniform, and the autumn draft of the Yankees’
Tommy Heinrich had a direct impact on the 1942 World
Series.

Another great who served—but under more controversial
circumstances—was Ted Williams. The temperamental Red
Sox slugger had initially been classified 3-A because his
mother was financially dependent on him. This classification
caused the already contentious Boston fans to ride him un-
mercifully until a disgusted Williams, along with BoSox
second baseman Johnny Pesky, enlisted in the Marine Corps
Reserve. Williams completed flight school and checked outin
F4U Corsairs, but was too good a pilot to go overseas. Instead,
he was assigned to serve as an instructor, an assignment
which rankled him after the jeers he’d received for being
“unpatriotic.” Ultimately, after repeated requests to be trans-
ferred to a combat unit, Williams gothis wish—just as the war

mouthlanded himin VMF-311,
in the thick of combat in Korea.
On his first mission, of Feb-
ruary 19, 1953, Williams
dropped his ordnance on a
troop encampment near
Kyomipo. As he pulled off the
target, his FOF-5 Panther was
hit by ground fire. Will-
lams was trailing
smoke and
flame,

VARINES

VMF-3ll and when the

) ‘ * FOF was hit in
" the engine and
a fire broke out,
the tail section blew off nearly every time. Williams’ fellow
pilots saw this and screamed at him to bail out of the stricken
plane.

Unfortunately, Ted’s radio had also been put out of com-
mission. He looked down at the sea and saw it partially frozen
over, and rationalized that a bail out would be tantamount to
suicide. So, in a burning FIF, he pressed for Suwon.

When he reached his base, the wheels and flaps failed to
come down. Williams nursed the plane onto the ground,
sliding 5,300 feet across perforated steel plating, and barely
escaped from the plane before it was enveloped in flame.

This story has all the elements I need to build a model—the
Splendid Splinter, a good story and a naval aircraft! Once I
nailed down the particulars, I set out to build this Panther.

While Hasegawa’s 1:72 F9F-2 kit is deservedly praised, I
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EDITOR’S BRIEF

Here it is, December already! The contest season has come
to a close at last, with Sacramento’s second event of the year
marking the tenth event in the region (SVSM, Stockton Tom-
cats, Travis AFB/MLt. Diablo, Central Valley Scale Modelers,
Fresno Scale Modelers, Monterey Bay, Yuba City, and two in
Sacramento). A job well done by Region IX, and a perfor-
mance which any other region would be hard pressed to
match.

Now, we'll take a three-month break before our Kickoff
Classic on March 9 and build, build, build! No other plans
have been set forth by the rest of the region yet as far as
contests go, but I'd imagine we'll see at least six contests next
year, and with any luck old favorite haunts like Fremont and
Castle AFB will be back on the circuit.

If you didn’t go to any contests last year, you missed out on
a lot of fun. Just talking about models with their builders is
great, and there were a lot of fine models on the circuit to talk
about this season. Jim Lewis’ M35 gun truck just about
cleaned house, garnering many times its weight in plaques.
Roy Sutherland’s Seafire was a force before its nationals win
took it off the circuit. Jim Gordon’s Cleveland-class cruiser,
Milt Poulos’ F/ A-18, Brian Finch’s M3 Stuart, Bob Moore’s -
111 and Alan Webber’s “Civilschmitt” grabbed a mess of
awards, too.

The best thing about these models is that their builders are
all such personable people. Contrary to the stereotypical
image of the crotchety IPMS old-timer who keeps his secrets
HIS secrets, the winners in this region will gladly tell you how
they accomplished something. This shows that the awards
aren’t the goal—having fun is. Sure, winning awards is fun,
and for accomplished modelers, a loss can bruise one’s pride
or, in the case of poor judging, cause a great deal of annoy-
ance. But the modelers in our region, by and large, just like to
put their models on the table, talk modeling and participate.

Participation—that’s the key word. For your editor, partici-
pating in contests is much more important than winning an
award. To see my work on the table with Roy Sutherland’s,
Bill Ferrante’s, Bill Dye’s, and Mike Burton’s... well, at first, I
couldn’t believe they let me put my models within ten feet of
theirs! Now, after knowing them for a while, it’s clear that I
was as welcome as any newcomers would be. Now, we're
getting a host of new modelers who are there to participate—
Hubert Chan and Dennis Ybe spring to mind immediately.

I've also been to two nationals, where the odds against
winning mean that you have to be a real talent to have a
chance. Still, by putting something on the table, I've had a
chance to chat with modelers from all over the country. That’s
the return on your entry fee—not some piece of wood to brag
about (after all, anyone worth his salt would rather look at
your models!) but friendships and fun times.

Having said that, Ihope that you all take a good look at our
categories for this year’s Kickoff Classic. For whatever reason,
our event is the region’s biggest, so to reflect that we've
increased the number of categories by 18! We've included
categories for missiles, railroad subjects and a number of new
classifications for armor and automobiles to reflect the in-
creasing interest in these fields. Also, we’ll have 16 special
awards, including awards for Monogram P-47 Thunderbolts,

firebombers and air racers—all of which many of you have
already started work on! We're hoping that everyone in the
club can make it to the event—not necessarily to compete, but
tobe there, talk about models and have a good time. That’s the
only reason we put this event on, and we hope you'llbe a part
of it.

Speaking of contests, I'd like to use this opportunity to
thank the members of Region IX who have contributed
money—and plenty of it—to help finance the 1998 IPMS
Nationals. As you may be aware, the event is not being
sponsored by ANY of the region’s clubs, but by a coalition of
people from around the region. As aresult, all the funding has
come not from club funds but from individual’s wallets and
pocketbooks. The first payments for space amounted tonearly
$4000—and the members of the SemiCon group have banded
together to contribute the money. If you get a chance, thank
one of these people—they’re bringing the nationals TO YOU
through their hard work and generous financial investments,
and they're doing it at a time of the year when money’s all the
harder to come by because of the holidays.

This issue is 16 pages, and much of it is my FIF-5 article.
That’s because contributions have been getting a little slim
lately. Matt and Jeff’s articles really saved my bacon this time
around. If you geta chance over your holiday vacation, do me
afavor—jot down a few words about the latest model you've
worked on! It really isn’t that difficult a process, and I take
great pains to carefully edit each story for readability, so
there’s no reason limit yourself because you aren’t the mod-
eling world’s equivalent of Ernest Hemingway. Share your
hobby with us!

Also, don’t forget your favorite meeting and mine—the
December pizza party and model swap. This event makes our
usual rambunctious meetings seem like PTA meetings! You
don’t want to miss out on this!

Finally, I want to wish each of you and your families a
joyous holiday season, and I hope that you find lots of plastic
beneath your tree on Christmas morning!

—The Editor

To submit stories,
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NNL Western
Nationals 1997

“The Nations’s Largest - NINL WeSfem

Model Car Convention”

ot Naﬁ'onals 1997

« Manufacturers’ reps on hand
« Ilow-to seminars

« Blindfokied modeler’s contest
« Door prizes

«» Long-distance Award

» Aduit Peoples’ Choice Award
« Youth Peoples’ Choice Award

Dote:

Saturday, Jan. 4, 1997
Time:

- 10am to 8pm (Awards at 7pm)
Admission:
$8.00 for adults
Children 12 and under FREE
Special Themes: "Start your year off right with the NNT, Western Nationals, then pick up the
40th Anniversary of 1957 stuff Santa didn't bring you for Christmas at the W.CM.E."
Lowriders*
Models of cars you own

Spedial bus tour Friday, Jan. 3, 1997 (Must pre-register)

*Acid-filed batteries, and floor demonstrations of radio controlled mocels, are prohibited within the Exhibition Hall

Buy/Sell/Trade

Model Cars, Boats, Planes, Military, Science Fiction and lofs more!

» 25,000 square foot auditorium = 125 vendor tables » Manufacturers’ row
* Die Cast Alley = 13 scale corner + 8-foot tables

Dcﬁe: Sunday, Jan. 5,1997 Time: 10amto 3pm
$5.00 for adults, $1.00 for children 12 and uader

Sanfa Clara Convention Center
5101 Great America Parkway, Santa Clara, CA 95054 (408) 748-7000




Sunken merchantmen avenged by Atlantic TBFs

By Jeff Hargis
On the morning of January 12, 1942, the British steamer
Cyclops was plodding along 300 miles east of Cape Cod.
Suddenly a torpedo slammed into the vessel and she quickly
sank. Operation Paukenschlag (Roll of the Drums), Admiral
Dénitz’ offensive against American coastal shipping, had

United States Navy built small escort carriers (CVEs). The
offensive punch for these “Jeep carriers” was provided by the
Grumman TBF Avenger. With a wing span of 54 feet, 2 inches
and a length of 40 feet, it was massive for a carrier aircraft.
Powered by a Wright Cyclone 1700 horsepower radial engine,
it had a range of 1000 miles and a speed of 270 mph. With a

begun.

By the end of
the month, five
U-Boats had
sunk 35 ships to-
taling more than
200,000 tons.
Slowly, the
United States re-
sponded to the
threat. A black-
out of the East
Coast was im-
posed, escort
ship tactics were
honed to better
protect convoys,
and aslongrange
patrol aircraft
became avail-
able, the U-Boat threat was slowly reduced.

While land-based planes reduced the U-Boat menace near
the coast, they could not reach an area in the center of the
ocean called the Mid-Atlantic Gap. There, U-Boats still were
able to prey upon merchant shipping almost at will.

In order to combat the threat of U-Boats in this area, the

n Avenger on patrol over the Atlantic. Note the underwing rocket racks.

crew of three, it
could still carry
a 2000—pound
load in its belly.

The demand
for the TBF be-
came so great
that General Mo-
tors’ Eastern Air-
craft Divisionbe-
gan producing
the plane under
the designation
TBM. While con-
ceived as a tor-
pedo bomber,
Avengers in the
Atlantic carried
500-pound
bombs and 350
pound depth charges for anti-submarine work. Later ver-
sions carried up to eightrockets and a 50 caliber machine gun
in each wing.

In 1943 several CVEs, with Avengers aboard, began operat-
ing in the Mid-Atlantic Gap. Organized into hunter-killer
groups, they operated separately from the convoysand ended

This shot of Block Island shows how big the TBF Avenger was—and how small the decks it was required to fly from were.
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up sinking 65 percent of the total number of U-Boats the
United States Navy destroyed during the war.

Innovative use of the Avenger included stripping the plane
ofallarmor and weapons and installing extra fuel tanks in the
fuselage and belly. This allowed the plane to fly all night and
use its Air to Surface Type B Radar (ASB) to direct escorts to
U-Boat contacts.

A more daring tactic was developed by Captain Dan Gal-
lery of the U.S.S. Guadalcanal (CVE-60). The plan called for

relays of fully armed Avengers to fly throughout the
night covering the convoy. This meant night f k
takeoffs and landings on the small 450-

footdecks. Despite the increased dan- DI, 17 Sk MR

An Avenger is positioned on deck before an Atlantic patrol. Of all U.S. Navy U-Boat kills, 65 percent were credited to CVE-based TBFs.

ger, within 48 hours Cap-

v

our editor, Chris Bucholtz, also gaveitapositivereview in The
Styrene Sheet (December 95).

My Hasegawa kit, so far, has been easy to put together. It
comes with a torpedo, is not correct for the Atlantic version,
and the instructions tell you to leave out what appear to be 3.5
inch rockets, which would be prototypical for an Atlantic
Avenger. Hopefully, I will have this kit completed for the
January meeting.

A recent (and long-awaited) ar- - rival to the
shelvesis Accurate Miniatures 1:48 .. scale TBE-1C,
which depicts a plane that flew off the US.S

Block Island. With over 100 parts,
3 al 2 this kit

doesn’t

tain Gallery’s group
sank U-68 and U- Fril
515. It was also .. :
Captain Gallery’s @a &
group that con- ;
ducted the first
rocket attack by Ameri-
canaircraft, in which U-758 was severely damaged and forced
to return to port. The Avenger played a major role in turning
the tide against the U-boat threat in the Atlantic.

Two modern kits of Atlantic Avengers are now on the
shelves, Hasegawa’s 1:72 scale and Accurate Miniatures 1:48
scale version. The Hasegawa kit has been out for a year and
received a good review in Fine Scale Modeler (March 96) and

" look like it
is for be-
ginners,
mainly
because of the in-

terior detail of the cockpit and
weapons bay.

The kit looks like it would build up into a big, beautiful
model. Moldings are clean and I would guess the fit would be
great just from the way the kit looks. Recessed panel lines,
weighted and unweighted tires with hub inserts, a three-
pieceradialengine, along with bombs and depth charges, add
to the detail. The only problem areas are the pilot’s canopy,
which is cut out, and the ball turret which are split down the



Armed with 3.75-inch rockets, this TBF awaits the signal to launch. The ‘Turkey’s’ broad wings were an asset in lifting off from CVE decks.

middle. The decal seat belts also seem a little strange. A pleasant surprise is the kit, at $28.95, is only $9 more than
The instruction sheet is large, with good drawings, and the Hasegawa kit, and you get a whole lot more for a few more

plenty of information about construction. The sheet also dollars.

includes the codes for almost any paint you can think of, If you have the time, experience, and money the Accurate

including Federal Standard numbers and numbers for Model ~ Miniatures kit would build up into a great model straight from

Master and all other popular brands. the box.

On the other hand... As docile as the Avnger was, accidents like this o were alwys a hazard aboard escort carriers.






