Scratch Building a 1/72 Spruce Goose

By Jim Lund
Scratch Building the Huges H-4 Hurcules in 1/72 Scale

Dubbed the “Spruce Goose” by the press, who had been
egged on by Senate Hearings, Hughes was charged with every
kind of possible impropriety in his dealings with the govern-
ment. Pharases like “Cooking Howards Gooses” were among
them. After all,
it was way over
budget and years
behind schedule.

The idea of the
super giantaircraft
was conceived by
industrialist Hen-
ry J. Kaiser, a West
Coast mogul head-
guartered in Oak-
land California. A
“can do” guy, fa-
mous for his “Lib-
erty Ships”. The
German U-Boats
were sinking one
out of every two
of his transports. A
great salesman, he
sold congress on
the idea of build-
ing enormous fly-
ing transports. He
went to all the ma-
jor manufacturers,
and was dismissed
as a mission im-
possible.

Each engine swung
Hamilton standard four
blade propellers of a
diameter of 17 feet 2 inches.

Howard Hughes was the maverick he was looking for.
Howard was a patriot, and wanted to contribute, in a bxo way
to the war effort. So he teamed up with Kaiser to bu1 d an
aerial giant that could haul 120,000 Ibs of cargo or 750 combat
ready troops. They figured to build 500 flying cargo ships. The
initial contract called for three test aircraft. Because aluminum

Howarf Hughes watches the sun set after his vindicating flight

was to be used for bombers and fighter planes, this giant was
to be made of wood.

The official name of the aircraft was Hughes-Kaiser One, or
HK-1. As the project dragged on, Kaiser became disenchanted
with Huges and ended their relationship. A new government
contract was signed by Hughes alone, ordering only one test
plane.

The Dimensions
were  Wingspan
319 feet 11 inches.
Length 219 feet
8 inches. Cargo
area 24 feet wide
by 30 feet high
by 100 feet long.
The overall height
of the vertical fin
above the water
line was 79 feet.
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& Whitney R-4360
Wasp Majors of
four rows of seven
cylinder for a total
of 28. Nicknamed
corncob  because
they looked like
giant corncobs
web viewed un-
cowled. Each de-
veloped over 3,000
HP. Each engine swung Hamilton standard four blade propel-
lers of a diameter of 17 feet 2 inches.

Built primarily of Duramold a patented process of bond-
ing thin veneers of birch in layers with resinous glues to form
a composition of amazing strength and smooth contours.
Spruce was only used in the spars. The plane would weigh
over 400,000 Ibs. when complete.

The war ended in 1945, two years latter the plane still had
not flown. Senator Brewter led a Senate Hearing calling for
Hughes head. In the end it was Brewster who lost his head.

Continued on page 3

The Styrene Sheet is a monthly publication of the Silicon Val ley Chapter of the International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS).
Articles and comments should be submitted to John Heck, Editor, P.O. Box 361644, Milpitas, CA 95036, or by E-mail at edi-
tor@svsm.org. Excerpts may be pubiished only with written permission of the editor.
©2006 Silicon Valley Scale Modelers






