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Ventura’s 1/72 Hawker Tempest | conversion

By Mark Schynert

The family of Hawker fighters that followed the Hur-
ricane has a somewhat convoluted family tree. Originally
the Typhoon and Tornado were conceived simultaneously;
the Typhoon went on to a career as one of the most impor-
tant ground attack aircraft of mid- to late WWII, while the
Tornado failed be-

produced a conversion kit some time back, which relies on
the old Heller Tempest V kit. Incidentally, despite the newer
and better kit by Academy, the Heller Tempest V still has
value as a source of parts: besides facilitating the Tempest I
conversion, it also has better stabilizers and a better propeller
than the Academy Tempest V, it has a better landing gear
than the Matchbox II/VI kit, and bits like the pitot and
landing step are

cause of its Vulture
engine. A Typhoon II
was proposed, with a
much more efficient
wing; this became
the Tempest family.
Only the Tempest I,
II, V, and VI were
built and flown, with
only the Tempest
V seeing service in
WWII, though it too
was a superb ground |
attack platform, and
also served well in
fighter vs. fighter and
anti-V1 combat. The
final development of
the family, the Fury/
Sea Fury, served well
into the fifties with
the Royal Navy and

useful supplements
to a variety of other
tasks.

The Ventura con-
version consists of a
limited-runinjection
plastic fuselage in
two parts, top and
bottom left and right
radiator fairings of
the same material,
and a single vacu-
form canopy. For the
especially ambitious
who desire an open-
ing to the cockpit,
an early-Typhoon-
style car door is also
included in the vac
molding, since the
Tempest I prototype
was built with early

other air arms.

It's pretty easy to
build most of these
aircraft in 1/72. There are early Typhoon kits by Av Usk and
Pavla, a pretty nice late Typhoon kit by Academy, which
also does a fine Tempest V, and a combo Tempest 11/ VI by
Matchbox. With the recent release of Special Hobby’s Sea
Fury kit, all major production variants of the family have
been covered reasonably well.

It’s a little tougher to get some of the prototypes. The focus
of this article, the Tempest I, was represented by a single
prototype, serialed HM 595. With its lack of chin radiator and
the addition of two wing-leading-edge radiators instead, it
looks like nothing else in the family. Ventura of New Zealand

vacuformed canopy.

Mark combined the still useful 1:72 Heller Tempest V kit with the Ventura
Tempest | conversion that consists of limited-run injection plastic parts with a

Typhoon fuselage
components.  The
clear parts are very
nice. On the other hand, the fuselage pieces, while right in
shape and offering some good detail, do not fit each other
well. The radiator fairings are really only a starting point
towards the conversion.

The first order of business was to get the fuselage to a
state where I could dry-fit it to the Heller Tempest Wings.
After substantial sanding, I managed to match the halves
and tape them together with a decent alignment. I taped
the wings together, and tried the dry-fit. I was pleasantly
surprised to find that a minimum of wing root sanding was
necessary to get a good fit.
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