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uilding an Iraqi War Challenger 2 in 1/72 scal

By Greg Plummer

For those who haven’t heard, there’s been a war going on in
Iraq. More on that later.

The UK’s Challenger 2 MBT is, obviously, a development
of the Challenger main battle tank. Starting in 1986, Vickers
Defense improved the Challenger 1 with the most notable
difference being

Blair squeaked “I'm with you, Mr. Bush.” But I digress with this
deep and thoughtful political analysis. The next thing you know,
the Royal Scots Dragoon regiment was in Iraq (a country the
British made) with their Challengers. As predicted the pickings
were easy, as the Iraqi army was using older Russian tanks which
weren 't that good brand new. The most intense action came on the

night of March

the new turret.
The 120mm L30
main gun, along
with a co-axial
7.62 chain gun,
used the latest
in electronic
fire control,
while upgrades
in armor NBC
systems were
also added.
Somewhat of an
anachronism in
this age of tur-
bine  powered
MBTs, the Chal-
lenger 2 still uses

27,2003, when 14
Iraqi T-55s were
destroyed outside
of Basra. The
British have also
learned the danger
of friendly fire in
modern combat; a
Challenger 2 had
its turret blown
off by an ura-
nium shell fired
by allied forces.
Chobham armor
cannot stop every-
thing. In fact, the
British have lost
equal numbers to

a diesel engine,
albeit a 1,200
HP V12 diesel
engine. It is a bit slower than the M1 Abrams on the open
road. Much of the armor plating is the British invented and
still classified Chobham material; this was licensed for use
on the Abrams also. To give the British due credit, the tank is
their invention anyway...

The first of nearly 400 Challenger 2s were delivered in 1994, a
bit late for Gulf War I, but not for use in Kosovo. Not much for
a MBT to do there, though. With lessons learned in Gulf War I, a
desertized version of the Challenger 2 was developed. It featured
improved air cleaners, ablative armor plates, and prominent Berka-
like side skirts, whose function I quite haven’t figured out. Instead
of the usual dingy black and green European scheme, they're
painted a lovely yellow tan.

Which brings us to the subject of this article. President Bush
reckoned it was time for a fight in Iraq again, and British PM Tony

Dragon’s new Iraqi war version of the British Challenger 2 includes parts for the distinc-
tive side skirts and appliqué armor. The kits fit and accuracy are good but Greg had to
give special attention to the suspension and skirts for a proper fit.

such incidents as
compared to Iraqi
resistance.

Now that the war/occupation/liberation/conflict has entered into
a guerilla style combat situation, the usefulness of an expensive
MBT in Iraq is questionable, and what was an Iraqi tanker’s worst
nightmare may become Tony Blair’s.

As a side note, Challenger 2s don’t appear to have cool
nicknames like “Saddamizer™ painted on their barrels as US tanks
do. So reserved, those Brits.

Dragon has just released a 1/72 scale kit of the Challenger 2 in
Gulf War guise (kit No. 7228). As such, they have added a sprue
containing the characteristic side skirts and add on frontal armor to
their base Challenger 2 kit. Also included are some nice decals by
Cartograf. What’s missing is the fabric covered tow cable/kit that
circles the entire front hull (it’s shown on the box top photo), and the
front turret ID plates that are often seen on tanks in the Gulf. The

box top photo doesn’t show these plates, but then it doesn’t show
Continued on page 6



A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

The editor asked me to contribute a few words to this issue in
the form of a president’s letter, so I'll start by saying that we as
a club did really well in Fresno at the regional. Out of the 120
regular categories awards given, we took 33, or 27.5 percent of the
total, not including those awards won by people who show up
at all our meetings but never seem to get around to joining (you
know who you are). Improbably enough, the 33 awards were split
into 11 firsts, 11 seconds and 11 thirds! We swept four categories,
and in all 11 different SVSM’ers won awards. This was a truly
spectacular performance.

The importance of these results is not in the glory, which is
extremely limited. I mean, ask someone at work what he thinks
of our club in light of these numbers; he’ll probably still say we're
just a bunch of nerds. The real value is that the winners can share
what they have learned in building their award winners at the
club meetings and here in the newsletter, and the rest of us can
learn from them and use that knowledge to make our modeling

more fun. That’s what contests do for our club and our hobby.

Congratulations go to our winners: Mike Burton, Bill Ferrante,
Vladimir Yakubov, Brian Sakai, Chris Bucholtz, Bob Miller, Ben
Pada, John Heck, Frank Babbitt, Mike Meek and Jim Priete.

I also strongly encourage you to make your hotel reservations
for the IPMS/USA Nationals now. The hotel is filling up fast,
and the organizers have had to ask for additional rooms to be
made available to us. Call now—you can always cancel your
reservations later if need be, but once the rooms are all reserved
you'll be stuck.

Finally, don't forget that this month is our special Soviet Prop-
driven Aircraft Contest, in honor of our guest at the next meeting,
a former Sturmovik driver who will have plenty of stories to tell
us about his experience in the Great Patriotic War. I hope to see
you there!

- The President

EDITOR’S BRIEF

Welcome to the May issue of the SVSM Styrene Sheet - the
official spelling mistake free issue. What would an inaugural
issue be without egregious spelling and grammatical errors? Case
in point - please note that the email address on the last issue was
incorrect. Actually it was only half incorrect but for some reason
computers don’t give partial credit. The new correct email address
for submission of articles, pictures, ideas and snide comments
about spelling mistakes is john@twoX.com. It can be found on the
front and back covers of this issue. This new address supersedes
any correct or incorrect address you may already have. Don’t be
afraid to use it. The content of the newsletter is counting on it.

With the change in editorial staff, the results of the Kickott
Classic and the Region IX contest have gone without mention in
this column. The Kickoff Classic was a total success if you go by
the numbers. There were 397 entries from 126 attendees, making
this show the largest show in our club’s history. If you don’t go
by the numbers, the Kickotf Classic was an even greater success.
While quantity has a quality of its own, quantity and quality has...
uh... quantaility. If you want to see some of the best modeling in
the country, simply attend our own show. You editor heard from
several people during and after the show that the modeling skill
demonstrated at the Kickott Classic is on par with what you might
see at the National contest. The details of the Kickoff Classic were
published in the March Styrene Sheet which is available online at
www.svsm.org. Photos of several models from that show can be

seen on at http:/ /www.twox.com/ gallery /album08.

The regional contest was held in Fresno this year. The show
was entertaining and well run. Sixty-four modelers brought 250
models. Our own Mike Burton was responsible for stinking up
the joint with a whopping 16 entries - the most for any single
participant. Since the contest was held at Fresno Air National
Guard base, many of us had the opportunity to fondle an
F-16 that was in the maintenance hanger. It's not everyday one
gets to be up close and personal with a front line fighter, let
alone one that has the engine pulled and all the access panels
removed. For details on the winners, see page 8 of this issue.
More information can be found on the Fresno Club’s web site -
http:/ /ipmstresno.rspot.org. Coincidentally, our president also
has some interesting things to say about the Regional Contest.
See above for more intriguing facts about the show. As the
saying goes, great minds think alike and fools seldom differ. Your
choice.

A great many of the awards at the regional contest went to...
you guys, our own club members. This fact really underscores
the strength in size and ability of SVSM. The large number of
SVSM members that drove all the way to Fresno for the regional
show also underscores our club’s dedication to this hobby and its
support of the other clubs in and around our region. Perhaps this
is a better way to measure the prowess of our club.

- The Editor
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