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Modeling the RB-51
By Mike Meek

Many different configurations for successtul unlimited air
racers have been tried, some were successful, some failed.
The Gritfon powered Red Baron was truly spectacular. It was
so different from a stock Mustang that it was redesignated
the RB-51.

There was something about those counter-rotating pro-
pellers that was

Red Baron air racer

First was the 1 /72 scale Red Baron model by High Planes that
were the source for the decals. Then, I was fortunate to find a
tellow club member who bumped the decals up to 1/48 scale
and printed them on his Alps printer. For reference mate-
rial I used three different sets of drawings from Repla-Tech,
Taichiro Yamashita and Racing Plane Data. Of course, I used
some pictures as well from Air Classics, and a beautiful color

shot taken from

just totally cool.
Nicknamed “mix
master” and
“baloney slicer,”
those prop blades

really thrash.
The sound of the
Griffon  engine

was also differ-
ent than that of a
Merlin. In 1979,
my girlfriend Di-
anne and I went
down to Chino
for their air show.
We met up with
a gentleman who

above in a Koko-
Fan Special on
air racing. The
Raceplane Tech
series, “Grit-
fon-Powered
Mustangs” was
also put to great
use. For first-
hand informa-
tion I turned to
my friend Tony
Corbo, whose
aircraft refinish-
ing shop painted
many of the rac-
ers to come out

was displaying of Chino in the
his A-26K. We 70’s and 80’s, in-
got to go behind cluding the Red
the ropes and The Griffon engine powered Red Baron started life as a plain old P-51. After it’s dramatic p..on.
I it look modification into an airplane so different from the original, it was given the new designation T o
g0 r_o 00X of “RB-51” (RB for “Red Baron”). Mike’s 1/48 scale model similarly began life as a plain old QI¥lLyied sV af’
the RB-51 over. Tamiya P-51 Mustang. the donor kit
That’s when I got for this build.

a photograph of Steve Hinton taxiing the Red Baron. It was
also the only time I saw the Red Baron fly since it was de-
stroyed that September at the Reno Air Races. Though badly
hurt, Hinton would recover to race and win again. Dianne
had a great time as she got a ride in the Invader to Majove.
She wasn’t to impressed with the oil leaks and that some of
the instruments were literally on the floor!

Two things happened that allowed me to do this project.

Starting with the fuselage, I got rid of all the cockpit detail
on the inside and glued the halves together. Using the kits
panel lines as a guide, I cut out the cockpit section. I used
basswood to carve patterns for a replacement piece as well as
the canopy /turtledeck section which I vac-u-formed on my
trusty Mattel machine. True Details supplied the cockpit, but
I replaced the seat with an Ultra Cast part. After fitting the
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EDITOR’S BRIEF

Welcome to the Official 2004 IPMS/USA Nationals Spe-
cial Edition of the SVSM Styrene Sheet, or O2K4IPMSUSA-
SESVSMSS for short. All other 2K4IPMSUSASESVSMSSs are
bootlegs. To make our club seem larger and more intimidating
than it really is, much the way a bullfrog will blow air into its
throat and arch its back, we have added four more pages of
creamy modeling goodness to this issue for all the fine folks
who are reading this at Nationals. It actually feels heavier in
your hands, doesn’t it?

Why am I able to have so much spine tingling content
in a single issue? Simple. Over the past few months I have
received a steady flow of articles for the Styrene Sheet and new
submissions continue to arrive in my e-mail. Having so many
great articles on hand really makes producing the Styreie Sheet
much easier.

While not having to beg for last minute content is great,
it can cause delays in publishing some of your articles. Rest
assured this has nothmg to do with the quahtv of your writing.
I tend to include the articles in the order they are received, but
it I already have an airplane story I will try to also include
an armor or automotive story that may be more recent. Also,
it I need to fill only a couple of pages, I will find something
short.

A couple of you have requested information on how to
submit an article to the Styrene Sheet. The correct answer is
— any way you like! This newsletter depends entirely on the
generosity of those who choose to contribute. Writing an
article is a lot of work. For some, writing is second nature and
possibly enjoyable; but for most of us, I suspect, it’s a bit more
painful. In light of the time and effort involved, any format for
submissions is welcome and appreciated. E-mailed, typed or
handwritten stories all work. Whatever is easiest for you.

That said, however, there is a hierarchy of preferred formats
for article submission. Ideally, the text should be e-mailed to
me in an attachment or pasted straight into the e-mail body.
A file delivered on a floppy or CD works just as well. If for
some reason you do your writing on something other than a
computer, maybe on some sort of diesel powered typewriter
thingy or something, a printed or typed copy of the text will
work also. If you are only able to give me a handwritten copy of
your treatise, don’t be s hy, Twill have my secretarial pool (me)
whip it into shape. If I have a hard time reading something, I
will just make it up or, perhaps, call you.

Photographs are slightly difterent — size matters. Graphical
elements, including line drawings and photos, work best when
they meet certain specs. Specitically, for the file to be print
ready, it must be a digital image with a resolution of height x
width x 300 pixels per inch. This means that if the image were
to be 4 inches by 3 inches, the file size would then be 1200 by
900 pixels. The easiest way to meet these specs is to hand the
image to me. I will make sure it gets the proper treatment. I will
then return it to you, perhaps without dog-eared corners and
coffee cup stains. For those of you who have digital cameras or
the ability to scan your images, please send me the raw images
if you can. Neither of us knows how the image will be used
in the newsletter so an unaltered uncropped image would be
best. I can accept large file sized via e-mail but if you have a
problem sending the files, you can burn them to a CD.

If for some strange reason you have a vector image you
want to include, send it to me as vector without rastarizing.
This will allow me to choose the size to be displayed in the
Styrene Sheet and the file size will be much smaller.

If you have a model and no way to photograph it, please
call or e-mail me and we can arrange a time and place for me
to photograph it. Ideally, I can bring my photo junk to the next
SVSM meeting.

When possible, it is nice to include an image of the
inspiration for your model. Say, if you do some sort of silly
cannon armed \Iosqmto, for instance (insane, I know), to have
a photo or two of the actual aircraft is a plus.

With all submissions, please make sure I have your e-mail
or phone number so I can reach you should I need to.

After all this blathering, I have to say that everything I have
received so far has been great. I have no complaints about the
articles that you all have submitted. This information is for
those of you who care to know the details. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to call me. My goal is to make writing
articles for the newsletter as easy as possible.

On an wunrelated but more important subject, our
president, Chris Bucholtz married Elizabeth Driver on June
19. Congratulations to Chris and Elizabeth. Because of the
Presidential Nuptials, neither Chris nor I were able to attend
the last SVSM meeting, so I would like to thank Jim Priete for
“volunteering” to take the minutes at last month’s meeting.

-The Editor
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