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A colorful FSD Nighthawk: Tamiya’s F-117 in 1/48

By John Heck

When I was a kid, my friend Troy got the first air brush I had
ever seen; a Paasche H. ButI dlgress

The resin project I had been working on had been inching it's
way to completion for over two years. It sat there, painted and
decaled, waiting for me to scratch build some landing gear, but

I didn’t wanna. It would wink at me as I walked by as if to re-
mind me of what a

ing an F-117 test force change of command ceremony at Groom
Lake.

With all the excitement about a grey F-117, how did my model
end up black? After doing a little poking around, I was unable
to find any evidence that this airframe was ever grey. In addition
to no evidence, it just doesn’t make sense to me that they would
paint the bottom of a gray airplane with a temporary paint job,
repaint and stencil

sissy I am. I would
look at the floor as I
passed, not wanting
to make eye contact
and let it know how
ashamed I was, but
it knew.

To redeem myself
I turned to Tamiya
and their super
easy to build kits.
The Tamiya 1:48 F-
117 comes in a big
box and since space
is at a premium, it
was a prime target
for my next project.

While the F-117
is an interesting
subject, it's paint
scheme leaves a
little to be desired.
That's a whole
lot of black. The
famous flag scheme seemed like a great way to keep my F-117
trom looking like a big chunk of obsidian on sticks. When Cut-
ting Edge came out with their mask and decal set for this paint
scheme, I also noticed this set included panting instructions for
a grey version of the same aircratt while wearing the red, white
and blue belly. What better way to not have a black plane then
painting it grey? Ibought the decal set.

The tamous ‘flag clad F-117 is FSD-3 with production number
79-782. Ship 782 made it’s first flight on December 18, 1981 and
was used for acoustics and navigation system testing. Seven-
eighty-two was painted with the flag pattern for a brief fly-by
for the official unveiling of the super secret F-117 to high-ranking
officials, including Secretary of Detense Casper Weinberger, dur-

his 1/48 Tamiya F-117.

How do you keep an all black aircraft from looking all black? Easy. Don’t paint it
black. John used several shades of dark grey to add interest to the color scheme of

the top half black,
only to go back and
repaint the bottom
black after one
short flight. Me-
teor Productions
states in the flag
mask and decal set
that they have pho-
tos proving that
the plane was gray
while the under-
side was red, white
ablue. Maybe they
do, but thev aren’t
making them pub-
lic. Tl believe it
when [ see it.

Because I like to
use resin cockpits
to compensate for
my lack of scratch
building skills, I or-
dered the Back Box
cockpit set. The Tamiya cockpit is ok and it might have looked
good with a little dressing up, but that would have been work,
and work that I am particularly bad at. For me, a really well de-

tailed cockpit is the highlight of any airplane model and shelling
out fifteen or twenty bucks to have some else all that hard work
for me is a cinch. When I compared it to my references, Black
Box got the details right.

The only problem with Black Box getting all that detail right
is that the Black Box set represents the production cockpit with
all the latest upgrades. The FSD ships had conventional analog
instruments and to be completely accurate, I would need to
scratch build the instrument cluster. Early on I decided not to
do this because it would be really, really hard. Vindication came
Continued on page 6
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EDITOR’S BRIEF

Wow. This is hard. What may not be obvious to those of you
in the club who read the Styrene Sheet is that producing it every
month is a lot of work. More than you would think. The fact that
this newsletter has been produced with more than just some regu-
larity, but on time and to such a high standard, says a lot about the
previous editor, Chris Bucholtz.

Chris has truly been the right man for the job. Being a
reporter and editor by trade, Chris has the know-how that has
taken our newsletter far beyond what one would expect for an
“amateur” monthly publication. He has met every deadline for
twelve years (two issues were missed under circumstances that
were unavoidable) and added a level of professionalism that has
made the Styrene Sheet the best club newsletter your new editor
has seen. His commitment to the newsletter and his even greater
commitment to our club and the modeling community in general,
combined with his sense of humor and understanding that this
hobby is supposed to be fun, has helped make SVSM the strong
and vibrant club that it is.

Just because Chris has whimped out on ink slinging the news-
letter does not mean he has his feet on the desk. He is still very
active with SVSM and IPMS. As you know, Chris is currently
the Region IX Coordinator where he is busy adding structure and
cohesion to the clubs in the region by making sure that our hobby
is fun and accessible to everyone. He has taken steps toward
making sure that the typically unrecognized duty of judging is not
only recognized for the real and completely necessary work that
it is, but also rewarded.

Just to make sure he is really busy, Chris was recently elected
president of SVSM. Here he will add his ideas to those who have
held the position before him.

Your new editor is pleased to have inherited such a fine pub-
lication as the Styrene Sheet. Since the current Styrene Sheet
has very little room for improvement his short-term goal is to
maintain the status quo. However, once the training wheels are

off, he intends to add
some new functional-
ity including a color
version of the Styrene
Sheet available on the
SVSM web site. Feel
free to make sugges-
tions on what you'd
like to see in the
newsletter because a
newbie editor might
just be crazy enough
to try them.

Even though the
Styrene Sheet has a
LB TLien L Or incoming president ports the new

things never change. headwear that he has made manditory
The newsletter needs for all future club meetings.

articles. Without

your submissions, the newsletter is just sixteen blank pages. If
you are regularly bringing models for Model Talk, why not share
your experiences building these models with the readers of the
Styrene Sheet? Don’t be shy. Never discount how valuable your
experiences with your model might be to others. What you take
for granted might be an epiphany for someone else.

Does a whole article on building a kit seem like too much
work? How about writing an in box review of a new model? We
all want to know the poop on a new kit, don’t we? Surely some
of those references on your bookshelves are worthy of a write-up.
How about something from that stack of decals that never seem
to actually make it on a model? Don’t be stingy. Your newsletter
will be better for it.

- The Editor
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Go to www.svsm.org to download the March
newsletter to see color photographs and material
not included in the print version.
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