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The last day fighter: F-86H Hog Sabre in 1:72

By Mike Burton

While the F-86 is best remembered for the exploits of the F-
86A, F-86E, and F-86F in the Korean War, there were several
other spectacular species of Sabre that soldiered on into the
1980s. When the last “Hog” Sabre was dispatched as a drone,
the last chapter closed on the story of the F-86 Sabre in U.S. Air
Force use.

The F-86H “Hog” (like the D model, which had nickname
“Dog”) Sabre
was really
meant tobethe
ultimate F-86,
made to an-
swer all prior
complaints
about the ear-
lier Sabres.
Since it had a
larger engine
(the GE J73 in

the MiG-15. If the F-86H was a Hog the portly MiG-15 was a
pigbecause it was too fat to penetrate the sound barrier. Inany
case, 473 -H Sabres were delivered, and they even saw front
line service in the USAF (albeit briefly) into the 1960s. The
USAF flew F-86Hs during the Berlin crisis in 1961 from bases
in France, where they were deployed until 1962. Most -H
models were employed by the Air National Guard, but even
when they were superseded they were still not done serving
2 their country.

The Hog Sa-
bres were last
employed by
the U.S. Navy
asdrones and
MiG simula-
tors. They
were very
successful at
this, appar-
ently, as more

place of the than one
J47),the F-86H | Navy F-4 was
Sabre got the “killed” by an
unmistakable == adversary
“Hog" look, as DR e v A : -t o e = = 4| Hog!

the fuselage A deeper fuselage, I-style canopy and, in most cases, four-cannon armament were themost [ ookin g
was deepened visible differences between the F-86H and earlier Sabre models. very cool in

by six inches. The F-86H had a clamshell canopy as did the
Dog Sabres, unlike the sliding canopy of all the other day
fighter F-86s. The wings started out as the “6-3” fenced types
but eventually the Hogs ended up with the later “F-40” (as in
F-86F series 40) wings that were slightly larger and longer.

Another important F-86H feature was the use of four M39
20mm cannons in the nose replacing the six .50 caliber ma-
chine guns.

The LABS (Low Altitude Bombing System) was fitted to the
Hog to provide the means to single-engine atomic bombers.
This system was for “toss bombing” small (and in case of B-
47, not so small) nuclear weapons so that pilots could deliver
weapons from low altitude and escape the blast. As the bomb
arced its way to the target, the pilot would hit the deck and go
to afterburner to speed out of harm'’s way.

While the design update was intended to make the Sabre
supersonic in level flight, this was not to be. All F-86s could
go supersonic in a dive, which was something they had over

both natural metal and Southeast Asia colors, the F-86H was
the ultimate F-86 Sabre. It is a shame there is no easy way to
make a model of the F-86H in any scale to this date.

One of the few options is the conversion by Rarebits. Rarebits
was the line of conversion parts put out by Gordon Stevens of
Rareplanes fame. He had a YP-37 and a P-51H as well in this
line. But the H model F-86 has always appealed to me, as it is
sleek, purposeful and heavy-looking. Even in 1:72, it doesn’t
look like a normal open nose F-86 when you place them side
by side. Plus, you really rarely see them built.

I gathered the courage to finally tackle this kit after the
release of volume 58 in the Steve Ginter’s marvelous Naval
Fighters Series, titled NA QF-86E/F/H Sabre Full Scale Aerial
Targets. As the construction of this model went on, I came to
discover that author Duncan Curtis has a website devoted to
all things F-86, “Duncan’s F-86 Web Page,” which showed
many of the things I had already built were wrong. Be that as
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