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June 2002

Teeny tiny tank: the Vickers Mk. Vlin 1:72

By Kent McClure
At the outbreak of World War II, Great Britain organized
the British Expeditionary Force and dispatched it to France in
hopes of stopping the Nazijuggernaut. Elements of the Royal

Finally, in 1936 came the heaviest and the last of Vickers
light tanks, the Mk. VL.

The Mk. VI had four basic variants: the Mk VI, VIA, VIB and
VIC. Thefirst three versions were armed with a turret-mounted
Vickers .303-inch

Armored Corps
made up part of
that expeditionary
force, and it the
bulk of the armor
deployed to the
mainland were
variants of the
Vickers Mk. VI
light tank.

The Mk. VI light
tank was the lastin
a long line of light
tanks produced by
Vickers Armstrong
based on the
Carden-Loyd

tankettes of the
19205Fhis made

| water-cooled ma-
chine gun and a
Vickers 0.5-inch
heavy machine
gun in a side-by-
sidearrangement.
The Mk VIC was
upgunned to a
BESA 15mm
heavy machine
gun and a BESA
7.92mm in a simi-
lar arrangement.
The Mk VI fea-
tured an enlarged
Mk V turret in or-
der to accommo-
v| date a No. 7 wire-

perfectly good
sense since Vickers
had purchased the
Carden-Loyd concern in 1928. Vickers’ vision was to produce
a single design that would fulfill the needs of the armored
branch of the British Army and be commercially exportable.
The result was the two-man Vickers Mk. I in 1929.

The Mk. I set the pattern for all of Vickers’ pre-war light
tank designs: Horstmann coil spring suspension with twin
and singlebogies and one or two returnrollers, and an engine
mounted in the front right side of the chassis, with the
driver’s position occupying the left side.

In 1930, Vickers introduced the improved Mk. IA, which
featured a first for Vickers—a revolving turret. The following
year saw the Mk.II, which featured a Rolls Royce powerplant.
The Mk II was further modified to the Mk IIA in 1933, to be
closely followed by the Mk III in 1934.

Latein 1934 saw the introduction of the six-cylinder Mead-
ows-powered MkIV. One could almostbelieve that you were
looking at the auto industry, with new models appearing
nearly every year, for in 1935 the Mk V was introduced. This
departed from the previous designs by becoming Vickers
first three-man tank.

mckers MK. VIb under way during fighting in North
the invasion of Madagascar before passing to Home Guard units.

4 Jess set and a hex-
agonal cupola. It
was powered by a

six-cylinder, 88 horsepower water-cooled inline Meadows

engine. Top road speed was somewhere around 35 mph.

The Mk. VIA differed from the Mk VI by changing the
location of the return rollers, adopting an octagonal shaped
cupola, and having two cooling louvers on the radiator. The
Mk VIB featured a cylindrical cupola and a one-piece radiator
louver.

The Mk. VIC did away with the cupola altogether, replacing
it with a simple split hatch that opened to the front and back.
The Mk. VIC also replaced the Vickers guns with a 15mm
BESA heavy machine gun and a 7.92mm BESA machine gun.

As with all AFVs, the Mk. VI series had its pluses and
minuses. On its plus side, the Mk. VI was an easy to maintain,
reliable machine that exhibited good road speed. However,
wars are not often fought on roads, which revealed one of the
minuses to its design—an ineffective cross-country speed.
Another of its minuses was its light defensive armor, only
14mm at its maximum. :

The Mk VIalsohad a little quirk. It tended to “reverse steer.”
Continued on page 11
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