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Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ AGAIN, NO THAT DOG DIDNôT EAT MY HOMEWORK (BUT ANOTHER  GOOD REASON IS LATEé )ò 
 

 This TAMS is a bit past my schedule, a different time warp entirely from last monthôs boondoggling  (see, a dogé) 

 

THANKS to PETER LONG I CAN SHOW PREVIEW OF WHAT ELSE WAS HAPPENING LAST SATURDAY 

(congrats to you, by the way), so again I have proof I have been busy and would have been late in any case BOO YA 

Here is a FEW SNAPS OF the VERY SUCCESSFUL and BUSY ANTELOPE VALLEY DESERT CLASSIC 21 

OKAY it has been another busy month now onto November which reminds me, keep smiling and MOVE OUT - mickb 
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As If FROZEN TURKEYS FROM HEAVEN Werenôt FRIGHTENING ENOUGH, BRILLO BOVINE COUSINS STRIKE Earth ( from  1 ) 

 

ñEvery Picture Tells A Story, Donôt It ? ò So,with Apologies to Rod S, Kent M :  
 

     The ñwhereò was Area 88 Testing Grounds, someplace in the Arenak Desert 

region.  The ñwhenò was the 12
th
 day of the month of Taroo.  The ñwhyò was 

simple ï weapons development.   The Shreve Union had been successfully 

deploying their battle cattle to the front lines.  As a result, our forces ï the Three 

Kingdoms ï have been steadily pushed back.  And Headquarters does not like 

failure.  So, new weapons development and testing have been given the priority.  

And desperation has led us to explore the ñmore unconventionalò routes.  

Todayôs test was definitely along the lines of the ñmore unconventionalò.   



The codename was Baadvindkoming, the first operational test of our new 

weapons system, the armored fallsheepjaeger.  For the past three years, the Five 

Fifty Fifth SWD (Special Weapons Department) had been working their tails off 

ever since the Intel boys brought us the news of the battle cattle development.  

Metallurgists, geneticists, even alchemists have been pressed into service. 

 The concept was an easy one.  Since The Three Kingdoms was an empire that 

was primarily based on agriculture, most of the weapons systems had an ñagò 

bent to them.  The predecessor of the fallsheepjaeger program had developed an 

ñintelligentò sheep species.  Now the fallsheepjaeger program was designed to 

airdrop those sheep behind enemy lines to cause maximum disruption.   

 The armored fallsheepjager program was just the next logical step in that 

development.  Take one ordinary ñintelligentò sheep and, through the use of 

alchemy, replace the sheepôs normal wool with steel wool.  It took the better part 

of a year and the burnt out husks of nearly three dozen of  the stateôs best 

alchemist to develop the steel wool. 

 Once all the ñingredientsò were assembled, the training began.  It took almost a 

year to get the ordinary ñintelligentò sheep to just successfully jump out of an 

airplane.  Seemed like the sheep were just a little too intelligent and they couldnôt 

see the sense of leaving a perfectly good airplane.  But, once they were finally 

trained to do that, another six months was lost developing a successful alchemy 

process that the sheep could survive.  Many of the experiments were what came 

to be termed as ñcloseò.  At first, the sheep simply didnôt survive.     

 Then, it was the problem of those that did survive were no longer ñintelligentò.  

Finally, the alchemist hit upon the correct ñprocedureò and the resulting 

transmutation were known as armored fallsheepjaegers. 

 Then came that fateful day in Taroo.  The test subject was loaded into a slow 

moving high wing monoplane.  The test drop was set for 2000 feet with a 

ñtethered deployò system.  The aircraft approached the assigned altitude with no 

abnormalities noted.  At 0915 hours, the rear cargo door opened and the test 

subject was herded out.  The chute was observed to deploy correctly.   

 But then things went wrong.   



The test subject was seen not to decelerate at all.  Just the opposite.  It 

appeared to literally ñfall like a lead balloonò.  A little over 2 minutes later, the 

fallsheepjaeger was seen to impact the ground. 

 The test was written off as a failure, and, after a dozen further attempts, the 

program was cancelled.  The transmutated sheep were shipped off to another 

division where they were ñretrainedò as mine clearing devices.  Those remaining 

sheep that were not transmuted ended their service lives at the annual 555
th
 SWD 

summer barbeque.  Needless to say, all documentation referring to the program 

was lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inspiration Behind: 

 Or should I say the motivation behind the vignette.  Basically, it all started with 

the infamous ñbattle cattleò figure that I did way back in 2001.  Having done the 

figure, I naturally had to come up with an opponent for it.  The easiest answer 

would have been to done a different variant of a ñbattle cattleò and just say that it 

was from a different herd.  But that would have been a cop out, and just too easy 

of an answer. 

  So, I drew on my knowledge of the Old West to ask the question ñwho were the 

cattlemenôs bitterest rivals?ò  Time after time the answer was ñsheepherdersò.  

Cattlemen hated sheepherders and how the sheep ruined the land for cattle with 

the way that they foraged.  Now, I had a germ of an idea, and, armed with that 

and my love of terrible puns, I started to develop the backstory behind the 

vignette.  Once I had the story completed and the image of the scene I wanted to 

depict, it was time to gather the ñparticipantsò. 



 Now Iôm a collector of 1/72
nd

 scale plastic army men, 

going back to the days of my first Airfix sets.  In the 

past decade, I have utilized a website called Plastic 

Soldier Review (http://www.plasticsoldierreview.com) 

to see what is available for my different small scale 

projects.   

 

 I remember seeing a RAF crewman servicing a 

camera in the Airfix RAF Personnel set.  I figured 

that this mini could also double as a cameraman.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, looking at other ñnon-combat-typeò figures out 

there, I was able to assemble my cast.  

 Luckily, Airfixôs USAAF Personnel 

had just the on-lookers that I wanted 

ï including someone who would 

make a perfect MP.  

( above ï ñ The Cameraman ò * ) 

( left- ñ The MP, The Pilot ò * ) 

( right- ñ The Observer ò * ) 

Now, all I needed was the ñ star ò player.  
 

* the painting references for this may be found on sheet 11  - editor 


