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ò A LITTLE ORGANIZATION PLEASE ó A Veteran Model Writer 
Offers a  Way Out Of Chaos On Your Bench   
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 Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ Besides that, an event DOESNôT have to be contest, NNL West crew proves that splendidly every yearé ò 
 

   As they will again in January 2017.  You just have to put on something that will attract enough folks for social 

ñcritical massò to be achieved for a number of  hours.  Oh, youôre not seeing things or having a ñd®j¨ vuôô moment. 

 Thatôs indeed part of my last editorial for December 2016 TAMS. Whereupon I also tried to stress the point that yes, 

Staging Competitions just happens to be one of the ñeasierò of  ñsure fire, known ways ñ to accomplish this goal. Yes, 

thatôs the ñpopular fact or commonly known ñtruthò of  it ñ. Again, I for one, can assure you thereôs plenty of evidence,  

no way truly ñsure fire ñ or as ñwell known howò way to guarantee results. Simply the most often done or attempted .   

 Well, if you go back into our Region (not just this clubôs or another local one, but WHOLE WEST REGION)  8, 9 

and 10 history over 40 years back (yes, the ó70s ) this was already being discussed and decried. Idea of  ñdisplay onlyò 

SHOWS like NNL WEST will be doing for THE 32
nd

 YEAR  IN A ROWé have been talked of, tried with varying 

degrees of ñsuccess or perceived failure to launchò. Now again, what spawned NNL in the first place still seems to be 

where exactly many of IPMS USA chapters are as well as the ñNationalsò. Not the ñgrowth or sustained baselineò é 

but a lamentation of ñoh if only we had ñGold Silver Bronzeò instead of 1-2-3, or if we made Out of The Box or a  

Masterôs Only or blah blah blahò WE WOULD SEE AN INCREASE IN OUR BRETHREN NUMBERS, oh yes!ò 
 

 Sorry to be the UMPTEENTH one to point this out, but all these ñgreat concepts to boost model contest/clubs as 

ñthe thing to doò have all been tried and proven not making ñthe sure fire means to success and long term healthò 
 

Yes, even the blah blah blah.  But here, Iôll give you a part of why things do succeed, as I noted ñway back whenò 

myself during my second SVSM presidency stint. Also a picture from the 25
th
 anniversary of NNL West show, to 

further emphasize ñwhere the seed of truth to making ñitò happenò lies for further exploration to try to emulateé 

  

 

 No, really, look into it yourself, ñ the hobby is dying! where are the juniors? we have to spread the awards out, OMGò 

is a set of refrains that some of us here even, were writing and repeating THIRTY PLUS YEARS AGO. Well, wasnôt 

true then and wonôt be tomorrow. Sorry. Oh please, even disagree violently with me or others, or say weôre ñanti- this 

or that, or ñweôre grumpy cause we donôt winò . Yeah, I am far from Lynn Ritger class, but I have awards from 1985 & 

1986 on up, hardly alone in that league. Still compete when I get notion to, lose as often as ever, never was total reason 

for going on road trips, or staging competitions, any more than it has been for he. Yet when Lynn posts on Hyperscale,  

other forums, he gets taken on like some mad heretic or ñsore loserò, for proudly prodding others to follow example he 

is trying out: of ñno longer competing and just showing models for the simple joy of that, sharing with others much on 

this wavelength of enjoying the hobby for the hobbyôs sakeò . Attracting and retaining the community by doing so.   

-  mickb 
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RECREATING SPACE & TIME WHERE IT SEEMS NOT TO EXIST (on your model workbench)      ( from  1 ) 

 
 Ever since I started building adding to my collection of models, paints and periphery I have 
been working out of boxes of this and boxes of that. My assortment paints are no exception to 
this fact.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Since my return to the hobby, 
of course  the collection continues : newest models, knickknacks, and paint (why not, itôs the 
subject of this little article).  With the help of a not so local hobby shop  ( Modesto Hobbies ) 
and a good friend Mr. Rothaar ,I  purchased an entire set of Tamiya Acrylics. Iôve had a love- 
hate relationship with Tamiya acrylics for quite some time, until another dear friend: RJWé  
 

 Iôve spent many weekends/late eves at Rodneyôs place in San Jose. I was always mystified with 
how his finishes are.  In those late evenings , Rodney demonstrated to me how he scratch 
builds, paints , airbrushes etc.   
 I never forgot those lessons .  However, I did need a refresher on them, and after a few short 
emails with Rodney, I was back on track. One small problem persisted. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 One thing that has changed everything has been the interwebs. Back then, I was on dial-up ,  
message boards were not that sophisticated yet é Fast forward , there are forums-a-plenty and 
contained within, some nice postings of fellow modelers sharing pictures of their work spaces. 
 

 Some of them very nicely organized , and clean . I never had such a space. I was always 
working on the edge of my bed and a VHS storage cabinet, or build nights at Reid -Hillview.   
 Thatôs how many of my models were built. Now that I have the space, opportunity knocks to 
make a change. I have a small room that Iôve set up, but the paints are still in the box.  
 

 Using the picture of others workspace and finding that some of the gamers are doing similar, 
it was just a matter of getting the materials together . Then figuring out what to do with my 
space, so that it worked for me. So é- 
 

 A trip to Home Depot , where I picked up the following items: 
 

1 - Peg Board 2ô x 4ô for $7.99 ea 
5 ï 1òx2òx8ô pine (Furring Strip) for $0.99 ea ï spend some time to find the straightest pieces 
or you can opt for kiln dried poplar, but at higher expense and buy at different store (Lowes). 
1 - Pack of 2ò flat corner braces $2.32 ea 
 

Basic hand tools: Miter Saw , Small Hammer , Drill/Driver  , wood glue. I also used a 
pneumatic pin nailer. 



 Measuring the area I wanted to mount the paint rack in was roughly 24ò wide, height I 
decided on 36ò which will easily fit on the wall. 
 

Before cutting the pieces needed I just did a rough layout on my table 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First thing I did was cut the peg board down to the size I neededé Basically the length is all 
I needed to cut.   
 

 The furring strip, I cut two of them to 36ò for the outside . While the inner pieces to become 
the top, bottom and shelves, were cut to a length of 22 īò and then all place on my table to see 
if I needed to tweak my layout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once I was happy with the basic layout it was time to put it all together. I used my pin nailer 
to attach the pegboard to the sides , making a frame. The shelves were spaced so that there 
was a little space at the top of the Tamiya jars, which turned out to be roughly 3ò as shown 

 
Continue to add your shelves and space accordingly.     

 
 
                                    Here is the finished result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 As you can see, there is enough room for one of 
every color of Tamiya Acrylics and a shelf that 
I will be using for my pre-mixed Tamiya colors 
plus room to spare.  Which does leave me with 
options to use peg board hooks for other items .  
  
  Such as my airbrushes, spare parts, or more 
shelves for other paints ón solutions.  
 

 The possibilities are really endless, and it 
makes for tidy ón quick access to your paints.  
 

- Fin, Rich 

Richp473@yahoo.com 



.  ñ 1917  ò 
 ï SVSM EDITORôs  Club Contest Theme 

 

2017 JANUARY  CLUB CONTEST 
 

Photos & Text : Mick Burton    

Models:  Several Others 
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  Do realize this has been an ongoing Editorôs contest theme, yes? 

Namely, a centenary celebration with the start of WW1, and this is 

now the 4
th
 one. Like before, need not do anything from ñThe Great 

Warò as entry. This contest is for ANYTHING that existed in 1917, 

be it plane, train, automobile, creature, odd bit of machinery, what 

have you.  
 

ALL ENTRIES HERE SIMPLY NEED TO BE : FINISHED 
 

  By  time of  Judging (at break, with Editor, co-�R�S�W�L�Q�J���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W�����L�W���Q�H�D�U�O�\���W�R�R�N���R�Q���³�:�D�U���R�I�����7�U�L�S�H�V�´ 

tone with the FIVE of them in play from three different contestants. Brilliant turn for a club contest opener! 


