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REDôs MEMORIES & MODELLING THE DINOSAUR HE RODE IN ON 

Text/Images: Rodney J Williams 
 

PUTTING TOGETHER A PAIR OF PREHISTORIC PROPORTION 
by Rodney J. ñRedò Williams 

 

 This ñdino-setò as I call all my Dinosaur models was produced by Tamiya. The experts say that this pre-historic 

creature lived during the Cretaceous period on planet Earth in Western North America.  I assume that there is more 

detailed information within the pages of kit instructions, as I have no idea at present when the Cretaceous period was! 
 

BUILDING THE MODEL  

   I do not have any ñin-progressò building photos to present to you in this story.     (  Continued on page 3  ) 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ WEôVE BEEN THERE, DONE THAT, HAVE THE SHIRT, and STILL Itôs Being Studiedé ò 
 

  The very nearly here IPMS USA Nationals have again prompted me to find a direct focus editorial muse. One which I 

havenôt used or gleefully ñstolen like an artistò, so that I may again wrap this still fresh fish up and publish her. Luckily 

the decision to troll the IPMS USA forum for a stimulus-response paid off this time, with an issue very close to home ! 
 

 As part of the Executive Board of IPMS-SEMICON, I had the true fun (for me) of doing the floor layout and planning 

for Halls A & B, of the Santa Clara Convention Center site we were to use. Totalling over 50k square feet, roughly ½ 

of that for ñvendorò and same for ñcontestò. The ancillary but just as necessary ñadministrative spaceò for ñregistration 

and security needsò were already planned for in the form of open secured lobby space plus an actual ñticket sale roomò 

 I bring this old horse up to run again, for a timely reason that fits in a sub theme of this issue. Namely, we, among the 

veterans of  ñactual staged Nationalsò, have direct experience going further back than 1998 with an issue that is being 

actively pursued on the IPMS USA Forums TODAY (07-24-16). Namely DISPLAY TABLE IDEAS/ACTION PLAN. 
 

 Not many today and few enough even back in the active issue days of the 1998 NATS event plan, launch and recovery 

ever knew that Iôd personally made it a project: to have TEN 8 foot by 30 inch tables for DISPLAY ONLY, right smack 

in MIDDLE OF THAT 50 K layout ! The direct impetus for that project, as I had to ñsell itò to the Convention Chair & 

others, was this: Hey, weôre going to ñclose the room for Judgingò. Thusly tell interested ñwalk in Public at largeò plus 

the convention attendees, many of whom would only be there for the 3-4 days of the show out here in ñexpensive Bay 

Area of Californiaò , tough luck for some prime time viewing, we closed. Thereôs very good, vital to convention needs 

for having to plan to do that. But having already been to Nationals as a Customer more than once, and heard plenty of  

spirited talk (aka angry or bemused bitchingé) on this matter, felt here we had a chance to try something without any 

real cost to the folks, only to ourselves. My plan, sadly due to things that come to pass with such endeavors, didnôt end 

up becoming much of a reality as originally envisioned. Never enough time to ñ get the word out, also start balls into 

air for material to fill, from other interested parties ò. So for the days of the show, I had to explain why it wasnôt going  

to fly with me to ñfree up or allow vendors, tired customers, etcò to sit or otherwise tie up these ten nearly empty space 

tables in middle of the show. Since I had the necessary crew to police this whole thing, with my faint and vain hope to 

miraculously fill the space ñwith requisite variety of model eye candyò before we ñdrew the curtainò, literally. I had an 

AutoCAD layout for the entire show plan. Had spaced the tables to meet Fire Marshal, show traffic needs yet allow the 

ñdividersò to be drawn out when came time to close the 25k of contest area, so you see what I was aiming for here. If 

someone came to look at models not just shop or not at all shop, I was planning to have ten tables of models ñdisplayò 

at the ñback of the vendor roomò , to keep them happy and provide data for ñfuture show hostsò on how that went. 
 

 Years later, I have gotten three years direct full span of time experience at ScaleModelWorld (Telford show in UK) to 

reflect and see ñhow others do thisò, as well times at later USA Nats where others tried their own versions of my plan.  

 So it amuses me to read the weeks of posting now available online in the IPMS USA Forum on ñNationals Registryò 

thread, where discussion of ñhow when why TO OR NOT TO DOò Display Tables at IPMS USA Nationals run wild.   

 For those who havenôt gone to read them, I encourage you to do so NOW. As well consider how some of your fellow 

IPMS clan donôt get that thereôs indeed a ñtoo hard nosed attitude about purpose of Society & Competitionò and whole 

group that donôt get ñwhy we donôt get above 4000 or so memberséò Thank gods, our current President Ron Bell was 

someone we know from our time at the helm, who indeed ñgets itò, encourages innovation and practices it too. - mickb 
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Redôs Speed Modelling The Classic Prehistoric  American Armored Ceratopsian In Modern Armor Scale   ( from  1 ) 

 The box art shows a mother,(?) with her baby so I check out the babyôs body parts. I notice that there are no external 

male items included, so I assume that the baby is a little female. However, I noticed that there were no female recessed 

areas on either model. Thanks to Tamiya, do I have a father, son and/or daughter? Or could it be  mother with son 

and/or a daughter.  I choose the latter and I named the mother ñMaryò and her new born ñTerry.ò  
 

 All the kit parts were made with vinyl instead of plastic that most kits are made from, and if you have every worked 

with vinyl you know that it presents some minor problems with cutting, sanding etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The kit also included a turtle and a lizard along with a 

pre-cast base.   
 

 Additional items include a dead tree and some big rocks. 

 I dry fit the two animal bodies together. Since they matched up nicely, I just super-glued them together, then cut and 

sanded the seams on the spine as well where the legs were attached. I removed the vinyl rocks and the dead tree stump,  

then filled the voids with Evergreen card stock that I purchased at D & J Hobbies during the early 1990ôs. 

 

 Since I live out in the desert, having 6 acres 

around our home, I can find lots of realistic 

items to add to my dioramas.   

 

 I found some rocks, dead wood, sandy soil and 

lots of dead desert vegetation so I used them. 

  The two dinosaurs on the box art were of a green color.  For some 

reason I painted my models a two-tone scheme using Tamiyaôs tan 

and medium brown colors.   
 

 Should I re-paint them green ? 

 A few years ago I went down to the Dolores River, which 

is about two miles from my home and collected different 

colors of sand. So I used it on my base along with above 

items.   
 

 The kit base was attached to a precut section of ıò thick 

foam board that I buy at the Dollar-Store in Cortez, CO.  
 

 The two bases were coated with Elmerôs white glue, and 

then I poured on the sand.   



 After the ñsand/glueò mix had dried, I turned the base upside down and off came all the excess sand.  I put additional 

sand here and there, then attached the river rocks, dried vegetation and a section of a dead tree branch.   
 

 I mounted my tree branch to the base with white 

glue.  
 

 Then sprinkled on some green grass that I bought 

at Hobby-Hut model shop. Hobby Hut is  located 

in Grand Junction, CO, just so you know. 

 

 I attached the ñ pre-painted ò little lizard to the 

dead tree trunk and just used some more white 

glue to attach the turtle to the sandy base. 

  

 Look close at the motherôs eye and you will see that she has an 

elongated eye while the babyôs eye is round. 


