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 This project began sometime during the year 1986.  I was sitting at home working on a model as I was in ñrehabò 

from a construction injury, recuperating from knee surgery. My phone rang. The person on the other end wanted to 

speak to me, so I said, I am Rodney. He said, I got your phone number from Al Ernat at D & J Hobby over in Campbell  
 

The caller states that ñAl says that you are a darn good model builder,ò so I called you.                        (continued on 3) 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                             ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ Zeroing In On What Makes A Society: A Look Back To Help Shape Present Move Into Our Futureò 
 

 Given impetus to write this, thanks to IPMS-Tidewaterôs Lynn Ritger posting on Hyperscale ñI am officially done 

with entering contests to competeò, on October 10, 2015. Considering he and his group have successfully hosted a 

goodly number of IPMS Nationals (he was Webmaster of 50
th
 Anniversary USA Nats among other duties lately), 

plus the decades of his own success competing at every level of IPMS contesting, interesting what prompted this. 
 

 One seed was his take attending first time in 2005, the UK Nats here 

in Telford. Where 

as he said, ñ100ôs 

of tables, 1000ôs of 

people in the main 

exhibition hall, all 

milling about and 

enjoying each 

otherôs company 

and looking at the 

models on displayò  
 

On the left, 2000 

UK Nats in Telford (my first time) looking at one of those ñdisplaysò and above, 2002 UK Nats (my last) with one hall 

as he said, with hundreds of tables, NONE OF THEM FOR COMPETITION, ALL DISPLAYS (by Clubs & SIGs) !  
  

 Lynnôs statement that struck me early on in the post, the most, 

was an eerie echo of a phrase I have used many a time myself 

as I described my own 3 experiences with the same show.  His:    

 ñéwas that the contest part seemed to be an afterthought éò 

 We both definitely got the emphasis on camaraderie over best 

such and such in so forth category, without any less effort put 

out in the competitive side of contest, in fact, far, far from it.   
 

 While Lynn and I apparently now also share having not been 

back to enjoy this excellent experience overseas, plenty evident 

that the formula for its success continues to this day.  
 

 Lynnôs original post on this topic of looking at where we have been and where he sees us 

possibly going , to our definite detriment, that caused him to ñtake a standò, definitely well 

worth reading. The posts that followed, of course went the gamut, but far too many made 

his point in my book. In that his detractors in tearing into him proved his premise 100 fold, 

also the horrific cost to good friends and good relations in the future as he had premised. 

 We can do better, heôs right, and avoid the future that pilot of this craft discovered   ï mickb 
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An Endeavor to Finish 5 Helos In Short Order Provides Forge of  Friendship For Three Modelers          ( from  1 ) 
 

 He states that he has several helicopters that he needs to be built for his client, thus we make arrangements to meet at 

his place of business over in Cupertino.  During the meeting he shows me the five 1/32 scale Revell Helicopter kits and 

one ñvac-u-formò prop-driven 1/72 scale Navy surveillance aircraft. There he states that they need to be finished by a 

certain dateébar none. This gentleman says that the building time was to be no more than 40 hours per helicopter 

model and that they would pay me USD $20.00 per hour.  They would pay a flat fee for the ñVACò airplane model. 
 

 I do not recall how many days/weeks until their deadline, but I knew that I could not build that many models in that 

length of time.  HELP became the name of this project. 
 

 I called Barry Bauer, as I knew he built ñvacò kits. I asked him if he would build the Navy airplane kit and he said yes. 

Then I ask how much money he wanted ?  Barry mentioned a price that I accepted. So we made the deal, he came and 

got the kit.  Somewhere in my collection of photos I have a picture of Barryôs finished model.  Hopefully I can find it 

and include it in this Helicopter story. 
 

 Matt Matsushita and I had been working together on our own models, exchanging ideas and work methods.  He would 

come to my home in Northeast San Jose on weekends.  I would go over to his house in Sunnyvale on other weekends. 
 

 Matt had agreed to help build the 5 choppers. So we had a meeting with the company and they let us know what they 

wanted built into the kits.  This company made specialized surveillance equipment, which they also installed in these 

ñHueyò helicopters.  When these helicopters were completed, they were sent to different countries in the Middle-East. 

 

 Matt had a full time engineering job at the 

Westinghouse Marine Division facility in 

Sunnyvale, CA.  As a supervisor he had 35 

other engineers working under him, thus his model building time was limited to a hour or two at night during the week, 

most of the day on Saturday/Sunday. 
 

 Barry started his vac-u-form project and kept me posted via the phone of his progress. I knew he would do a great job 

and that I need not worry about the airplane. For sure, Barry was a ñMASTERò modeler back in 1986. 
 

 Matt took on the project of building the surveillance units and found out that he had to build the unit in several 

sections, so that they would fit through the side doors of the chopper.  He somehow solved the building, installation 

problem real fast as he changed plans. Now he had decided to build the 

interior section of the helicopters without adding the fuselage sides to it.  

This way he could build and paint everything, then install it all on the 

cockpit floor.  What an amazing guy he was, another ñmasterò at the trade.  

 

 Our client knew that the 3 men figures came with the kit. So we had to 

clean up the flashing, paint them and install these guys in their seats. 

 



 My job became a variety of subjects: Building the two rotors, the engines, men, right and left sliding doors, exhaust 

stacks, running lights and antennas.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Matt took a couple of the fuselage sides with all the parts that went with each model and assembled them.  I did the 

same thing on the other 3 choppers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 We used the same brand of paints and once completed, you could not tell them apart as to who built what model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 We lucked out and got the 5 helo  models done on time. Of course Barry got the beautiful airplane finished on time. 

 

 You will note that one of the ñ HELOs ò 

sits on a table next to another helicopter.  I 

entered one of our clientôs models in our 

local IPMS-San Jose clubôs annual contest 

and here was the dilemma presented to me. 
 

 One of the club founding fathers came up to me and quoted the following: ñRodney, you entered the model under 

Mattôs and your names and you can only enter a model under one personôs name and he/she must be the sole builder.ò  
 

 He goes into detail about knowing that Matt and I are building 5 choppers for a client and the IPMS/USA rule is ñNO 

ENTRYò for client models.  Matt took the model off the table, the show went on with no more model problems. Matt 

and I were disappointed, as we wanted the model to place at the show.  
 

 A week or two late I contacted the IPMS/USA headquarters via USPS and a return reply letter stated that there was no 

National Rule stating that a modeler could not enter a ñclient-builtò model.  However the IPMS/USA President said 

that the ñentry modelò was to be built by only one person.   
 

 I received the honor to deliver one of the helicopters to the company out in Sunnyvale, CA.  We placed the model on a 

pre-made base and I took a photo of it.   
 

 We received a big fat check and I paid Barry and Matt a whole bunch of greenbacks. 
 

 After 29 years I just wonder if the helicopter is still there in the front reception office of  ESL  in 2015 ? 

  

 

Happy Modeling 

Rodney J. Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A SHORT LOOK BACK AT �0 The Good German �1 
 

FREMONT HORNETS 11
th
 TRICITY CONTEST & SHOW IN A VERY BRIEF REVIEW 

Text : Mick Burton   Photos: Vladimir Yakubov  Models: Horde of  Skilled Entrants 
            

  The Fremont Hornets hosted their TriCity 11 on Sunday, September 27, 2015 at the Milpitas Community Center, on 

another ñmovie & geography themeò, this time featuring all things German, in all a truly Teutonic Effort and success. 
 

 This Editor happened to be Contest Director for this event. While needing more time to completely analyze in depth, 

results and data from this show, he has already published the awards information along with summary numbers. Thank 

You from him to Vladimir Yakubov for recording nearly the entire model turnout, so this simple photo essay possible. 
 

 What you see here is a portion mind you, only a portion, of my own favorites from the show, with some notations. As 

I prefaced, much more to say about the success of the show, but after a chance to better digest. Hardly had time to take 

even enough much less of proper quality, my own shots during the day. Way it goes for the event CD, canôt be helped. 
 

  Reno High Rollers do 

offer with great success, 

a large number of  these 

category: Paper Models   
 

 We try to support these 

modelers too, with three 

of our own. This year, a 

larger turnout than ever 

 Three of my favorites, a 

Church among them ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


