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No Papering It Over, Lo t of Models, Modelers ! 
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Officially NOT the MINUTES of the SVSM January Meet, Just Musings by Mick Burton 
 

   At the January opener,  had ourselves a winner of a turnout for the New Year. For added variety, we featured 

an earnest effort to inspire new material with a pair of Official Club Contests, that saw us end up batting in .500  
 

 Due to circumstances 

beyond his control, the 

SVSM Club Secretary 

Chris Bucholtz wasnôt 

at the meeting, taking 

down minutes. 
 

 Editor Burtonôs  plans 

that night didnôt permit 

him to keep up with all 

these   (Continues on 3) 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs Ravings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton                                      ( shameless plug:  www.mickbmodeler.com ) 
 

ñ A  FUNNY  THING  HAPPENED  ON THE WAY  TO  THE  HOBBY  SHOP  ò 
 

 Without a doubt, I think youôll agree. For, as you can see, an IMBECILE  KING 

singlehandedly managed to find a way to shut down business at one of the finest 

establishments (hobby or otherwise) I have the pleasure of  knowing for a while. 

 Everyone who may wish to differ with me or somehow explain that this was just 

an unfortunate accident, that this is a place of business, they have insurance, donôt 

worry everything will work out for the best, the driver doesnôt deserve damnation 
 

Well you all can just take it on down the fairy tale road and leave me hell alone. 
 

 First, take another look at some of  the obvious havoc this waste of life produced 

 Now that you have taken in the immediate and clear evidence of the damages begun by this ñunfortunate accidentò perhaps 

the part you canôt see and donôt or wouldnôt possibly know, needs to be illustrated. Consider this as a bit like what you will 

never hear in a court, because after all, emotion and REAL LIFE WHOLE TRUTHS rarely seem to figure in that system.   
  

 The area this worthless individual plowed through that Thursday night ? On certain Friday nights, there would have been a 

crowd of  innocents seated in a neat line of tables, ready to be included in his path of destruction. I know this first hand. For  

I have been one of those seated on few nights Iôve been able to make  it to the  San Joaquin Valley Scale Modelers. SJVSM 

TomCats , who regularly have their club meets here at Modesto Hobby & Crafts (MHC). Thatôs clearly on hold now. MHC 

also has been a long time quiet help or central factor in success of ventures by several clubs in Region Nine. Not just as big 

friend to SJVSM. MHC is truly run by hobbyists for hobbyists, while managing to maintain a business that does actually 

run as one, against cutthroat competition of todayôs Internet age. Still managing to make an authentic ñfamily atmosphereò 

an everyday experience, and offering discounts, customer service and unique specialist help that you canôt find anywhere 

else, freely. Honestly an amazing bunch of really good people doing an amazing amount of good every day, in many a way. 
 

 Thanks to that imbecile at the wheel, all these good things and all the people who do the good and get the good, now arenôt 

able to be relying on that certainty. I am joining with others who see the sense to step forward to help friends in need, while 

ñthings work themselves out (or not) over timeò. Visit link to see how, what I mean. More background at mickbmodeler.com  

ï mick                        www.gofundme.com/mhc401help  
                                                 

SVSM EDITORôs CONTEST THEME February  2015 

ά Kellyôs Heroes ò 
 

Mr. Clarence ñKellyò Johnson, 

Americaôs Secret Weapon of choice in my book. 

  This contest intended to celebrate legendary works plus even those 

that didnôt work out so well, all from the leadership and mentorship 

of Kelly. Pre-Skunk Works on through to the ñHave Blueò, quite a range. - SO -  if  you want to have a shot at 

winning, be sure to FINISH your model entry.  
 

  Any other Heroes, say of a certain  movie 

variety, will have to sit this one contest out.       

  Or find their own way. 

http://www.mickbmodeler.com/


SVSM LAUNCHES NEW YEAR WITH THREE OFFICERS, TWO CONTESTS, ONE FINE GROUP   ( from page 1 ) 
                                                              

disparate dynamics, so portions of the following retrospective will necessarily be light or vacant on the details.   

The ñpre meetingò portion of the night did permit him 

some time to get background on these models so weôll 

begin there. This ñpile of paperworkò in action on left 

is Junior member Mark Balderammaôs aerial armada.  First off, Avro VZ-9 ñSaucerò which actually flew, not a   

ñpaperò design. 
 

 Nice work on the 

fan in center of it.   
 

 Looks about size 

for 1/72 scale , I 

didnôt ask him but 

I have resin kit of 

this, so have idea. 
 

 

 Next up, on the right, is Markôs North American X-15A, well rendered including that paper landing gear ! 
 

 Markôs F5D 

reminded  me  

of my days at  

his age, living  

in West S.J. 
 

 When NASA 

Amesô F5D-1 

would fly on 

by  in pattern, 

make my day 

 

 Mark knew Iôd done this French VTO as a kit, so he asked me to repeat the name for him.  I kidded him that itôs 

the French word for ñsmoking holeò, this ñColeoptereò, then remembered  ñ Hummingbird ò is the real answer.  

  He brought his win at the TC-X with yet another 

scale paper model VTO: Hawker Siddeley FGA.1 

ñKestrelò, the father to well known ñ Harrier ò.   

 Paper scale models werenôt Markôs only work on 

display that night, this metal model ship,  his too.                              



 Well  it seems to 

be, Markôs Dad 

(aka David) was 

not going to have 

his oldest son be 

the only modeler 

in family on our 

New Year table! 
 

 A Blue Impulse edition of  ñEggò F-86 that David won with 

in the Special Saturday Speed Build (the camo one here) now 

underway as you see. Maybe weôll have to Egg him on, hey ? 
  

 Meanwhile, intrepid Al Kuhn showed another of his patented 

speed builds of amazing oldies (both in the subject matter and 

the actual kit material !) This time itôs this wicked 1/72 wired 

up Bleriot Monoplane. Which Al has fiendishly proven again 

to the Editor that yes, indeed, the Renwal ñauthentic coveringò 

system actually could be made to work and with fine results.   

 When these kits were fairly new, Iôd determined after trying a 

couple, must be Renwalôs secret plan here, to insure no one at 

all would take up model aircraft as hobby in this niche.  Much appreciation for the extremely well rendered and 

displayed Bleriot, and my pictures donôt do it justice, Al.  

Speaking of fiendish plays on the Editorôs mind, as 

Ken Miller reminded him, 

these EggCentric Shuttles 

and 747 Carriers were due 

to a mischief muse by the 

Editor in regarding plays 

with rules for ñ Club Egg 

Contestò. Ken is now well 

underway with a pair of 

them, and will gleefully 

play Hob with Editor all 

the way to their finish !  
 

  Any resemblance to the 

aforementioned planes by 

Kenôs AeroSpaceliner,  is 

purely coincidental. Must 

éfleeécountryé now. 


