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  About 15 years ago I took a break from building airplanes and started on my first tank which was a 1:35 scale 

M-47 Patton Tank made by a company called RENWAL. I did not take lots of 35mm photos of it like I do today 

with the advent of digital imaging. 
 

Anyways, it was right out-of-the box.  The entire tank was painted with a metallic silver paint, then it was over 

sprayed with some of my Tamiya O.D.  The tank was lightly sanded until the O.D. came off in several spots to 

show some sort of weathering.  I went over to D&J Hobbies and bought me some diorama modeling supplies, 

(wooden base, sand, rocks and other stuff).  I applied some sand to the wooden base and added some rocks.  I 

used ordinary Future Floor Wax to represent  water, brushed it on the tank then sprinkled on the sand and dirt.   

  My next project was my 1:24 scale  ñROMMELS RODò halftrack. Itôs another      (continues sheet 4 thru 8) 

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton  
 

 ñ The Last Flight Out Is Already Booked for Us All,  Better Prioritize To Enjoy Before Boarding ò 
 

  Several topics of recent circumstance were on my fingers when I set out to pour into this issueôs editorial. Somehow life 

made sure I just focused on getting bit more real. But then, nursing beloved member of your family (albeit 4 legged) in his 

last days does punctuate oneôs own underlying sense of what Doorôs poet Jim captured well ñNo One Here Gets Out Aliveò  
 

 ñOur hobby is dyingò, again itôs a thread Iôve run across in room conversations and online forums aplenty again recently. 
 

 Sorry, but just this week I again for one, got a sharp unexpected reminder: NO, OUR MODEL HOBBY IS NOT DYING   

But WE are, with a schedule never of our choosing or exactly going to get ñslowò in the coming days, months, years. As in 

a very appreciated to me ñnew modeler of oldò passed unexpectedly at my work early in week. I ód saw his last bus out just 

past midnite at my day job on way home from ñmy night jobò At time, didnôt know that was new to ñmy communityò avid 

car modeler David taking his last flight out. Learnt that sad news next day in middle of my tasks when his wife Esther came 

to let me know heôd not be needing those flyers for ñOut of Africaò after all. Only knew him 18 months,  heôd spent most of 

them in a fancy motor chair with all the requisite ñlife extending featuresò, but he was as much as any of  us, passionate to 

share his love of  the hobby of miniature art up to his last moments that I knew him. Yes, OK Baby Boomers I am kin with, 

sure, whistle on past and tell me to get over it, lighten up, be less maudlin, over the top, David was after all, 80 years old. 

 Yes, like my ailing feline of 13 great years, ñin the expected range for this sort of thing to happenò, oh sure I know well. It 

is also a fact: I óm aware of more keenly than some, less than some others in my community of which you are a part of too, 

that we will and are in fact, sharing in the Dark Side of Boom. Namely that a sharp divide of folks NEAR OUR OWN AGE 

and those ñin the expected rangeò (which weirdly to me, now is like in the 90 plus growing demographic!) are in fact going 

pretty much at a similar pace. Will be for a goodly while, a curse/blessing of our particular footprint in history in large part.   
  

 But having had recent events of  mine majorly affected (trips cancelled, events re-configured last minute for management, 

plans to ñhave that beer next summer with dear friend Xò scuttled in a worst surprise possible) all within last 45 days and is 

not abating . Have my own direct link, the man who got me into modelling and other passions of my life has now gone into 

that ugly twilight they call Alzheimerôs with about 36 months to suffer until he is 90 years & goneé I will put it this way:  

 Wiser soul than I can ever hope to be told me long ago, itôs a young personôs conceit to feel as if they are going to live on 

forever. So they tend to waste a lot of the best years of their lives not getting ready for that which they, if lucky, will be far 

more for much longer. Old. Or getting older. Only to find out from Life ñas hard wayò that no, growing old ainôt for sissies 

 Oh, mayhaps you wonôt be getting there with cherished friends and yes, ñannoying such and soôsò in as complete a set as a 

only a young person can fantasize about but mistake it for ñrealityò. Advised was I and others with me by this sage soul, to 

once in a while realize, this all was here before you, will go on with or without you, but if you want to really enjoy it and be 

leaving your mark in it, leave it in the way that someone misses you on your passing and feels it was always TOO SOON.   
 

 GET REAL (weôre all not going to finish all that we 

set out to doéwe better have fun while doing .dealing 

that and prepare like the last guy did for us or we have 

really blew it)  A very generous soul, who spent some 

very quality time with many of  us in the past years of 

both SVSM & Fremont and had a huge presence later 

years online. Friend Fariborz ñFredò Shammas whose 

grand recent picture is on the lefté he left us with no 

real warning recently, in only early 60s. On right, one 

helluva guy from Up North. Whom many of us had  a  

distinct pleasure in sharing in all the mischief he be at 

muster, Mr Stephen  Tontoni of  NW Scale Modelers 

and IPMS Seattle. He utterly shocked us, leaving a hurry just weeks ago, no ñconfirmed causeò as yet, but he never let me 

know we were only two years apart (I thought all these years he was 10 years younger than me). Steve was on my ñdamn it 

now I missed Colorado Nats Iôll have that next beer I owe him at 50
th
 anniversary NATSò list. Well, now I wonôt ever. No 

longer be able to enjoy his excellent spirit, and share how he was one of the very few who could ñOut Sawyerò Tom hisself.   
 

My purpose and point here isnôt to bemoan the ñdying membershipò or lament any personal bereavements or whine like it 

is all some inconvenient conspiracy to muck up my oh so important life. NOT AT ALL . Itôs more to emphasize that you all 

best be a mite more civil to one another and your ñannoying  persons listò Or be a bit more generous to share what you love 

and know to someone else, or someone you love, or admire, or always felt be good to get to know better. Because,  more 

now often than ever before, we all are going to get rude reminders we may not have as much time on our clocks as weôd 

like to act. Honestly, truth is how we lived our priorities ñmid sentenceò  will really be our epitaphs. Bee seeing you ï mickb   

 



EDITORôs TABLE OF CONTENTS OCTOBER 2013 AFTERMARKET wonôt be here for space  
 

  UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR AS OF SVSM MEETING 11-15-13 

Friday, November 15  2013 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Editorôs Contest Theme is  ñ MOAB 2 ò 
  

Saturday, December 7 2013 
 

IPMS/ Silver Wings host their annual Winter Classic ñSilverConò Theme is ñ Days of Infamy ò 
 

Friday, December 20  2013 
 

IPMS/Silicon Valley Scale Modelers  monthly meeting, ñGift Madnessò is theme. Locale MPD Comm Room  
 

Saturday, February 01  2014  
 

NNL West 2014  host their Show,  theme ñ1964ò Santa Clara Convention Center, Hall A  Santa Clara CA 
 

Saturday, February 15  2014   
 

Hobby Expo 2014 in Petaluma. Theme TBA same dream team same locale 
 

Friday, February 21  2014 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Editorôs Contest Theme is  ñFrom Goddard to 

Gagarinò An all ñReal Spaceò subjects competition for his (Editor) birthday month celebration.  
 

Friday, March 21  2014 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Editorôs Contest Theme is ñ The Beatles Invasionñ 
 

Saturday, April 5  2014 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers host their first SV Classic Contest & Show, theme  is  ñ 1964 ò 
 

Saturday, April 12  2014 
 

IPMS/Seattle host their Spring Classic, theme TBA. Renton Community Center, Renton,   WA 
 

Friday, April  18 2014 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Contest Directorôs Theme  is ñ Solid ! Weôre Doneò 
 

Friday, May 16 2014  
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Editorôs Contest Theme: ñ The 80s ò   
 

Friday, June 20 2014  
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Memberôs Contest Theme: ñ The F-1 Challenge ò 
 

Fri day, July 18  2014 
 

IPMS/ Silicon Valley Scale Modelers monthly meeting.  Editorôs Contest Theme: ñ Day of Trinity ñ 
 

Saturday, September 6 2014 
 

IPMS/ Reno High Rollers host their 15
th 

! Theme is  TBA. Locale Desert Heights Elementary, Stead NV 
 

Sunday, September 28 2014  
 

IPMS/ Fremont Hornets host their TENTH  TriCity Classic,  Contest Theme: ñ Out of Africa ò  



RODNEY RECOUNTS DISCOVERING ARMOR FOR SOMETHING TO BREAK FROM AIRPLANE  ENNUI             ( picking on up from page 1 ) 

O.O.B. model, I had no problem when it came to assembling the two skeletons and the rest of the kit parts.  I 

used some ¬?? foam for my base and lined the edges with more ¬?? foam strips.  Since I live out here in the 

Colorado desert,  I just screened some desert sand. Then I used that with some rocks on my foam base, including 

some dead desert bushes, and my ñRodò  won a trophy at the 2010 Phoenix, Arizona IPMS/USA show.  

 

 With this ñwinò, I was inspired 

to build more armor. 

 

 So I started out on a 72
nd

  scale 

Dragon M4A2 Tarawa tank.  

  

 Then including another Dragon 

72nd scale German King Tiger 

tank, in my new armor effort.   

 

 I bought some oval wooden 

bases at the local Walmart store 

in Cortez, Colorado, and applied 

modeling snow to one base then  

coral sand on the other base. 

 



 Both models were ñeasyò builds and were out-of-the-box. 

I got online in late 2011 and bought some more 

armor and then won some at a local model show up 

in Grand Junction, CO...  Wow! Iôm loaded with 

more armor. 

 
 

 I built three models within one week in early 

2012, as they too, were O.O.B.  

 

  The 1:35th scale ARMATA ñ1897ò 

gun kit was made over in Europe, 

somewhere.    

 You can make the wheels roll, plus 

enable gun barrel to move up & 

down, if desired. 
 



 My next model was by Italeri. Itôs a 72
nd 

scale Sd.Kfz.250/3 Half Track vehicle.  
 

  I added a sun cover to the kits rack by cutting some quilted 

kitchen  paper towel and wetting it, then laying it on top of the 

horizontal bars that then were painted with some white glue.   

 When nice and dry, I carefully trimmed this paper on all four 

sides of the rack.  It was painted with the rest of the model.   

 Lastly, I made a foam base and applied some Colorado Desert 

sand along with a dead bush. 
 

 Tamiyaôs 48
th
  scale Kubelwagen T-82 was ready to build right 

o.o.b.  Not much to say about this kit except it was a ñsnapò  to 

build, (a 2 day project !). 

 

 

 My next armor project was a 72
nd

  scale Russian 

T-55 Medium tank, kit was made by Trumpeter.  

The box art showed the tank in a winter setting 

and it was painted white, so be it!  I place my tank 

on a small piece of local desert sandstone and 

added some model snow. 

 

 

 

 Another Russian 72
nd 

scale tank called T-34/85 

was another easy build for me.  It called for two 

shades of Russian Grey Paint.   My colors may 

in fact not match, but that is ok with me.  

 Those red decals stand out very nicely on the 

lighter grey paint. 

 

  

 

 

 My Panzer VI-Tiger 1E is by Hasegawa and is in 1:72 scale. Itôs right out-of-the-box.  It was glued to a 

sandstone base. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 Get this name: STURMGESCHUTZ III AUSF. B. Itôs a German tank and was made by Trumpeter in 1:72 scale 

and built O.O.B.   I made a foam base and covered it with some local desert sand and added some dead bushes. 
 


