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Taking A Longer Shot At Reprising the SVSM Holiday Meet & Thieve ! 
Since the Styrene Sheet only had room for one page Coverage; Editor stole some space and time here for more: 

Photos/text: Mick Burton 
 

 Here we see new guy Mike Schwarze as 

he learns we donôt ñshort sellò on Sci Fi! 

  I did wish him luck, on keeping this é 

 Above, you see how Chris Bucholtzôs 

time is mostly spent running ñTheft HQò 

the night we have this event. So you may 

better interpret the shot of him on  left. 

He managed to ñcook some Gooseò by 

end of evening, you see it ñdeadò there ? 
 ï continues, sheets 4, 5 & 6  

http://www.svsm.org/


Editorôs MisBehavings ï this monthôs editor, Mick Burton  
 

 As one year draws to a close and another numbered significantly dawns, splendid that some timeless truths ring it all in. 
 

Thanks to reading Chris Bucholtzôs editorial in the ñConvention Issueò Journal a day after my finishing a friendôs guest 

editorial for another newsletter, a topical thread came together. Touching a proverbial Third Rail in our communityôs terms 

perhaps?  Yet on the subject what makes IPMS what it is, and what it needs to survive and thrive, all perfectly illustrative. 

 Chrisôs editorial had a catalytic turn of phrase early in it, basically the ñtrump cardò in his conversation for which the other 

party had no answer for, regarding true value of attending the IPMS Nationals. Now provides me path to reasoned answer 

of an email which spawned ñguest editorialò I crafted from it, which was originally an excellent challenge to me directly.   

 It wasnôt the conscious intent of the writer, he specifically asked me to just hear him out. Unmistakably to me, he perfectly 

framed several ongoing core issues within IPMS-USA community, and actually expanded into the whole of IPMS. Iôll go 

round and round in a moment to better fill in that picture, but know this now: Like for Chris, my true response to the Cause, 

Effect and Ultimate Answer, to which thereôs no viable retort, in this big picture is : People. Itôs People. Always and only. 
 

 My friendôs email which he kindly permitted me to slightly edit, let him revisit before publishing ? His excellent airing 

several issues regarding ñpurpose, worth of IPMS to its members and potential membersò  when reacting to a view through 

the lens of  the 2013 Kickoff Classic categories list. Where I could answer him correctly on his first specific point in telling 

him that he was mistaken, I ôd have been not only more wrong but totally insulting to him. Plus lost all of larger point he 

made so well. So responded by asking to craft his work into a guest editorial, to me that was way more important sharing of 

many more common views that needed a larger audience, never did point out the one error which lead to all of this good.  
  

One view, echoed online in several discussion boards but one international favorite the most as usual,  regards what a huge 

difference comparing the USA and UK (ScaleModelWorld, Telford specifically) Nationals in atmosphere and competitions.   

 I have been to both more than once,  my friend knows them well even if not directly in re: UK. Yet like many  ñon boardsò, 

we see, agree on these points: The USA show seems as virtually ALL about the competition and the vendors for 4 day run.     

 While the UK show (a larger venue by the way) is a 2 day event which comes off as all about the displays, clubs, all these 

PEOPLE, while still having a very tough competition underway.  Wherein, lies the rub as my friend and others point out. In 

UK competition, the high number of competitors and winners who ñopen upò their works is striking, in contrast with USA.  

 The most often cited reason supposed for this? In doing extra mileage of opening up panels, etc, the USA entrants are just 

offering more chance for the Judges to find a ñbasicsò flaw, thus take their entry out of contention. Thus ñlesser  riskò (and 

in view of  more than a few, lesser mastery ) build models are USA norm.  Altho my friend was on  me about ñlack of an 

Out of the Box categoryò as thusly ignoring needs of the novice or lesser experienced/skills entry modeler, he pointed out 

all very same philosophical divisions and underpinnings found in these comments on operation of USA vs UK ñbig showsò. 

What he decried well which I had no argument with: the seeming gambit attitude that provides only a certain elite set of  the 

entire IPMS means to ñvictoryò, showing a face of ñinclusionò yet blowing off any concerns of those who donôt subscribe. 

 Irony for me, the very category ñOut of the Boxò (not missing, just hard to find) an exemplar  of what he was decrying !  

While created with good intentions for best of reasons, as a local and US Nats Judge Iôve seen far too much ñgamingò over 

the years in OOB alone. Due my first hand take,  no longer in agreement with my friendôs immediate view of  its purpose. 

He wasnôt wrong, just not aware of how it evolved in the passing of time. His concept that there should be far  more effort 

to outreach to novice modellers, more emphasis on skill sharing and building, more expression of true mastery of the craft 

(he made a very reasonable argument on craft vs art which I also didnôt agree with, but easily can see his point, am happy to 

say I know others share the same) by ñrisking moreò in their work? All I can answer, YES, all true, when MORE PEOPLE 

SPEAK up and ACT on that.  Or otherwise, he can expect nothing to change, and thatôs any/all people for you. I am guilty 

of  it as any, without question. To attract/retain modelers, remember the IPMS needs people, not other way round.  -mick 
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MODELLING THE 21
ST

 

CENTURY //volume 3 

 

Presented by Sci-Fi &  

Fantasy Modeller 

 

Published by Happy Medium 

Press Copyright 2010 

 

Edited by Andy Pearson 

& Michael Reccia 

w/various authors &  

modelmakers 

 

ISBN:978-0-9564306-5-6 

 

Approx 39.95 US Retail 

 

Reviewed by Mick Burton 

(and I purchased retailé) 

 

  The frontispiece opens with ñthis book is respectfully dedicated to the memory of Ron Bezouwenò  

I point this out now because it painfully underscores what prompted me to get this into print right now, 

no more ñfiddling aboutò, WRITE IT AND GO ! Iôd reviewed volume 1 of this series for the IPMS 

USA Journal a ways back. Now eerily, it too shadows where this volume blares out, as cover of V.1 

proud with ñThunderbird 2ò as V.3 has ñSuperCarò here. The publishers would be infinitely gracious if 

they do reprints, to rededicate this volume to Messr Ron B and to Gerry Anderson. Whence I saw this 

in the available catalog items online, months ago, immediately it became ña G Anderson Tribute Issueò 

in my jaded mind. The ñStudio Size Scratchbuilt SuperCarò by David McDermott is ten pages of great 

modeling and subtitled as ña trip down memory lane éat speedò. Indeed. Mike Mercury and SuperCar 

were my youthful intro to Gerry & Sylvia Anderson, SuperMarionation, very powerful influence too.     

This book is a marvelous compendium of basically completed expressions of this same effect on these 

contributing master modellers, all but one of the NINE chapters are models from an Anderson series: 

SuperCar, StingRay, Captain Scarlet and the ñlive marionettesò show (my take) UFO . Why would one 

want this book, since itôs in English (as opposed to American), many of the products likely arenôt 

easily found here (oh yea, you leave the Earth when you leave continental USAéright) and what other 

excuses one wants to come up with. Well for one, the WRITING is brilliant, irreverent as hell (the Ron 

whom book is dedicated to has two chapters, his first on the Thunderbirds Xmitter Truck (back cover 

on top of this article) has a half page of hilarious segue into deep murderous musings worthy of any 

true crime show or Law & Order script, yet is totally tied into the Thunderbirds franchise. You simply 

have to read it to get the full effect, trust me very worthwhile. Iôll let folks who come to the meetings 

read my copy to aid their comprehension for free, as long as they warn me ahead to bring it. Lead off 

chapter shows how an English modeler tracks down the source kit (as he said, an OLD Hawk kit of 

USA of Convair 880 airliner, revived by Glencoe briefly, not exactly prime easy for him to get) from 

serious rewatching of show as adult, for a brilliant diorama setpiece where he constructs an airport 

from the show Thunderbirds too.  Photos and writing almost make it seem I could do it with enough 

will, for here he shows the way! Next chapter ñGhost of the Sea Subò the author/modeler again says 

yes he could ñwrite this up as if I the modeler swam naked thru a sea of gasoline and razor bladesò to 

ñdramatic effectò. But he emphasizes what is actually a hell of  a scratch project, how it is almost all in 

the WILL to simply get on with the project you desire that makes it all happen, thatôs the magic. Ward 

Shrake deserves an award to me for how he put this article together, alone, much less what lovely work 

his model (of a guest star model from Stingray series) turns to be. Okay, maybe this is a thin review. 

But if youôre at all fan of Gerry Andersonôs work, or great writing on models, GET THIS, damn yôall! 



Making Off With The UnWrapped Finds of Innocents continued from sheet 1  
 

President Joe was one of our early ñ Big Openersò, as you see there was no dismay at his unwrapping this 1/48 

scale 4 engine bomb bay ! Even lovely wife Michele is expressing an awesome look of approval, see her by flag. 

Not long after, this guy stole it from Joe . 
 

While Jim Priete was twice his Gracious self that nighté meantime, Laramie encourages newbie Doug 

P.A.ôs ñGerman Car w/ dead catò gift wrapping 

caught Chris Zôs fancy as you see. CZ became 

a ñprime openerò of table items as night went on. J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Catching Us at Our Best and Worst Perhaps   continued from sheet 3  
In his self employment as our Prime IPO (Initial Package 

Opener) , Chris Z offered us live demos of creative ways to be 

sure only the most intrepid souls would be undaunted in plans 

to ñthieveò from his treasury of unwrapped gifts. One of these 

means I could actually publish,  is shown in gory glory here:  
 

Looks like Prez Joe and Secôy Chris were somewhat wary , 

being so near door where Messr CZ worked these magicks. 

 

 

Laramie W struck an 

ñImperialò pose when I 

asked for a recording of 

his unveiling the wicked 

Shuttle Tydirium.  
 

By now, I believe weôd 

had 6 different Sci ï Fi 

genre packages in play. 
 

Also, a record or nearly 

so, 6 total ñHonoring 

Admiral Bertò (ship) 

gifts were unwrapped. 
 

Missed ya, Haze Grey 

McDowell. We made 

sure those vessels did 

sail about the room ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


