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All the Canberras you can bear

Kits come in almost as many varieties as the plane did

By Mike Burton
epart one of threee

(Editor’s note: Mike Burton has built or is building an air force
of Canberras that rivals in size several third-world air forces. In this
articleand in futurearticles, he'll share his knowledge of both major
variants of the Canberra.)

The English Electric Canberra and its U.S.-built relative, the
Martin B-57, make for a wide variety of interesting themes for
building, either as a collection or as that one “just different”
subject for entering in “multi-engine” categories in contests.
The RAF, RN and USAF employed this aircraft in bomber,
strike/intruder, attack, training, low /high altitude tactical
recce, high altitude ;
strategic recce,
and electronic
warfare/
recce roles
and as a
testbed for a multitude of programs. Include the number of
foreign (to the U.K. and U.S.) air arms that operated the
English Electric or Martin Canberras, and it seems odd that so
few modelers endeavor to create them. Alas, it cannot be
totally explained by a lack of available good working materi-
als in kits. This is not intended to be an exhaustive work. My
intent is to give an overview of what's current for use by
modelers who have at least a passing interest in the Canberra.

At the end of the kit reviews I'll include a list of reference
sources and decals if [know of them. This may just go to shiow
how muchIdon’tknow, but thenif you canadd to what’s here
in the article, then we’ll all know more about what’s out there
for Canberra fans. I also plan to follow this up with a review of
written source material.

No, Idid notreview the Revell B-57B (did build a few, a nice
kit but an odd scale), or the Frog or Revell “fishbowls” (never
seen them exceptas collector kits), since these definitely don’t
fit in as Canberra “modeler material” in my estimate.

1:72 English Electric B(I).Mk.6 Canberra by Airfix

I start with this model, because with its “fishbow]” main
canopy it’s the closest to the classic Canberra layout. The
B.Mk.6 was the first version mass produced for many roles
that enjoyed great success. This kit can be converted easily
back to the B.Mk.2, which filled the high-speed daytime level
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bomber and night striker roles for RAF Bomber Command.
Several easy to reproduce and/or very striking finishes for
the modeler can be attempted using this kit as a basis. For a
Martin B/RB-57A, one would do best to start with this kit for
ease of modifications to the USAF (or even FAA!) versions.
Right out of the box, the kits I have seen offer you two
choices: the later RAF scheme of dark green/gray topsides
with light gray undersides for a B(I)Mk.6 or a somewhat
similar scheme with silver undersides for a
Royal Australian Air Force B.20 export
version. The RAAF plane is a day
bomberin markings for service dur-
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ing the mid-'60s in Vietnam.

The main drawback to this kit comes in the odd look of the
nose area just beyond the main fishbowl canopy. It definitely
does not look right to the eye.

The diagnosis [ have come up with through much reading,
as well as having the kit myself to compare, is that the
diameter of the nose is too great without a sufficient taper.
There’s little one can do easily (if at all) to correct this out of
the box, but help comes in the form of Aeroclub’s vacuform
replacement fuselage.

Otherwise, the kit is very nice, offering you an open bomb
bay a choice of wing-tip tanks and/or bombs, wing-mounted
bomb racks and well-detailed landing gear that all make the
kit more life-like.

The open bomb bay has enough molded ribbing for “low/
nodetailers” to use as-is evenif leftempty, thougha full bomb
rack (6 X 1000Ib) is supplied for this area. On a “fishbowl” two
bomb bay doors open conventionally, a feature also found on
the early Martin versions, and this is captured well. There is
very little detail left off the kit when compared against detail
shots in the Aeroguide reference.

Another option provided is the “belly gun pack,” a four
Hispano-Suiza 20mm cannon package which mounts to the
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