WWW.SVSIM.Oorg

October 1998

Building Airfix’s kit of the mighty Vuican

By Frank Babbitt

Britain’s global power in the 1960s could be symbolized in
the three V bombers: Victor, Valiant, and Vulcan. The Vulcan
was known by the RAF as the “Tin Triangle” and was greatly
admired by its crew for its maneuverability and handling
characteristics. The Vulcan might be mistaken for a flying
wing because of the over- _
whelming delta wing sur- 4
face area, but there is a
prominent fuselageextend
ing at the apex of the tri- &
angle. :

The unique Vulcan de-g
sign is appealing in the “if §
it looks right, it is right’
sense. The demands of §
physics dictate the designs (&
of nature and machines. In
this case, thesymmetry an
proportions are the aes
thetic by-product of aero
dynamic requirements.

It was probably not eas
to peer out of the spars
canopy glazing of the cock- §
pit hood. This hood was §
jettisonable, as fictionally &8
demonstrated by James
Bond when escaping from ¢
the cockpit in 88

“Thunderball.” ‘

The Vulcan is not a sub- &

ject which is widely repre- ghe roundel on the left wing only.
sented by model compa-

nies. There is a 1:48 vacuform kit available from Aeroclub, and
it has been advertised to double as an elegant coffee table
when assembled. I also read on the Internet that there is a
massive kit to build a 1:24 flying Vulcan glider.

Leave it to Airfix to be the defender of the realm by produc-
ing a 1:72 kit of this Anglo aviation wonder. Lindberg pro-
duced a kit of the Vulcan prototype many years ago. The Airfix
kit represents a B.2, and is a jolly good show compared to the
Lindberg kit, even though the Airfix Vulcan suffers a bit from
unspectacular injection molding which includes sink marks,
heavy raised panellines, flash, etc. Fortunately, therearenone
of the mfamous oversxzed Azrﬁx rivets. The kit appears to
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A Vuican B Mk.2 MRR on a low-levei training mission over the Atlantic. Note

have correct overall lines without warpage, and faithfully
reproduces the shape, which includes the sculpted concave
underside at the cranked leading edge.

The Airfix Vulcan kit was tooled about ten years ago. Airfix
has made great strides over the years in their mold engineer-
ing as evidenced by the more recent EE Lightning. The sun

., Never sets on this British
company.
I packed away the old
unbuilt Lindberg kit of the
prototype Vulcan thatIpur-
chased many years ago,
with little hope of building
this into anything present-
& 4l able. Isince decided to take
P o stab at the Airfix kit. Be-
@ fore I purchased this Airfix
2 kit, [considered thatitmay
¥ be very simple. Just glue
@ together two massive top
& and bottom delta wing sur-
faces and paint on it. Well,
# it is not nearly as easy as it
B first seems and there are
ll many areas that need spe-
B cial attention. Also, lots of
B super glue and sandpaper
il was used up in this model-

ing project.

| [chose tobuild a Vulcan
with series 200 engine ex-
hausts. This is different
from theseries 300 exhausts
which are pathetically rep-
resented in the kit as some manner of vestigial orifices. There
are subtle aspects of the real Vulcan exhaustnozzies which are
notintuitive. They should be tapered and the outside exhaust
should deviate slightly outward from the center. This design
was needed to resolve asymmetric handling characteristics.

My series 200 exhausts were fashioned from styrene tubing.
This tubing was contoured by mounting the tube on my
Dremel drill and rotating at slow RPM using sanding sticks to
achieve a taper.

I had earlier purchased a Flightpath etch detail set, but was
disappointed to find out that later Flightpath sets included
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